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US, S. Korea 
reach deal 
to fund local 
base workers 

By Kim Gamel 
and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
United States and South Korea 
agreed to a $200 million stopgap 
measure allowing more than 
4,000 local base employees to 
return to work after months of 
unpaid leave, despite the allies’ 
failure to reach a broader defense 
cost-sharing deal. 

The Pentagon said Wednes¬ 
day that it has accepted Seoul’s 
proposal to fund the labor costs 
for all South Korean employees 
of U.S. Forces Korea through 
the end of this year amid stalled 
talks on reaching a new contract 
known as the Special Measures 
Agreement. 

“This decision effectively ends 
the partial furlough,” USFK 
commander Gen. Robert Abrams 
said in a separate statement. “We 
expect our entire workforce to 
return back to USFK within the 
next few weeks.” 

The South Korean govern¬ 
ment, which has long suggested 
that the two sides settle the labor 
issue first, welcomed the deci¬ 
sion. “South Korea and the U.S. 
will make efforts to seal a defense 
cost-sharing deal as soon as pos¬ 
sible,” the foreign ministry said. 

The previous Special Measures 
Agreement expired Dec. 31 as the 
longtime allies deadlocked over 
U.S. demands that South Korea 
sharply increase the amount it 
pays to offset the costs for station¬ 
ing some 28,500 American troops 
in the country. 

USFK used programmed funds 
to keep South Korean employees 
at work for the first three months 
of the year but said those ran out 
on March 31, forcing the unprec¬ 
edented furlough of half its local 
workforce. 

Pak Song Chin, 54, who worked 
at the motor pool on Camp Hum¬ 
phreys, said he and many other 

SEE DEAL ON PAGE 5 


AMERICA PROTESTS 


‘I do not support invoking 
the Insurrection Act' 



Alex Bhandon/AP 

Demonstrators gather to protest the death of George Floyd on Tuesday near the White House in Washington. Floyd died after being 
restrained by Minneapolis police officers. 
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Esper breaks with Trump on whether to use active-duty military 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense Sec¬ 
retary Mark Esper on Wednesday 
said he does not support the use of 
active-duty troops to quash the vio¬ 
lence that has stemmed from pro¬ 
tests in many U.S. cities over police 


brutality and racism. 

“The option to use active-duty 
forces in a law enforcement role 
should only be used as a matter of 
last resort and only in the most ur¬ 
gent and dire of situations. We are 
not in one of those situations now,” 
Esper said during a Pentagon news 
briefing. “I do not support invoking 


the Insurrection Act.” 

Esper’s statement came as he 
faced mounting criticism over his 
role Monday alongside President 
Donald Trump, who demanded gov¬ 
ernors take a strong stance against 
violent demonstrators and vowed to 
use the military to crack down on 
SEE ESPER ON PAGE 6 
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Tech group sues Trump over social media order 


By Tony Romm 
The Washington Post 

A Washington-based advocacy 
group supported by Facebook, 
Google and Twitter filed a lawsuit 
against President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday, alleging that his ex¬ 
ecutive order targeting social 
media giants threatens to “curtail 
and chill constitutionally protect¬ 
ed speech” across the web. 

The challenge brought by the 
Center for Democracy and Tech¬ 
nology marks the first major legal 


test of Trump’s directive, which 
raises the potential that federal 
agencies could investigate and 
penalize Facebook, Google, Twit¬ 
ter and other tech giants for the 
way they police posts, photos and 
videos on the web. 

Trump issued the directive last 
week, just days after Twitter took 
the rare step of fact-checking 
one of his tweets. Trump blasted 
the move as political censorship, 
which the company and its Silicon 
Valley peers have long denied. 

CDT said in its lawsuit that 


the White House had run afoul 
of the First Amendment, which 
“prohibits government officials 
from using government power to 
retaliate against an individual or 
entity for engaging in protected 
speech.” Even though Trump’s 
order hasn’t taken full effect, CDT 
said that the mere existence of the 
order could “chill” speech, fur¬ 
ther violating the Constitution. 

The White House referred 
requests to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, which did not immediately 
respond. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (June 4).$1.09 
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British pound (June 4).$1.23 

Japanese yen (June 4).105.00 

South Korean won (June 4).1,186.00 

Commercial rates 
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Turkey (Lira).6.7545 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Army tests smart 
scope in Syria 


By Slobodan Lekic 

Stars and Stripes 

Images of U.S. soldiers in the 
Syrian desert training with an ad¬ 
vanced electronic aiming system 
on their rifles have offered the 
first indication that the Israeli- 
made device was being field tested 
by the U.S. military. 

The photos — posted on the De¬ 
fense Visual Information Distri¬ 
bution Service — showed special 
operators at the al-Tanf base in 
southern Syria using the Smart 
Shooter SMASH 2000 sighting 
system mounted on their M4A1 
carbines. They were shown firing 
on range targets and also at a box 
in the air suspended below a small 
drone. 

The small arms fire control sys¬ 
tem allows the shooter to select a 
target and lock on while pressing 
the trigger, according to the Israe¬ 
li manufacturer Smart Shooter. 

But the electro-optical system 
— which includes image recogni¬ 
tion software — blocks the action 
until the firing solution can guar¬ 
antee a hit, when it automatically 
activates the trigger. It can be 
used in daylight and at night. 

Smart Shooter, which has paired 
with German firearms maker Sig 
Sauer to offer its system to the U.S. 
and other militaries, said that the 
system allows any firearm — in¬ 
cluding machine guns and assault 
rifles — to be used to destroy fly¬ 
ing drones. 


Remote-controlled aircraft 
equipped with cameras and in 
some cases grenades have become 
a threat to U.S. troops and bases in 
recent years. Military personnel 
in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere have trained on vari¬ 
ous systems designed to disable or 
down the small drones. 

The SMASH system, which is 
already in use in the Israeli armed 
forces, has been tested previously 
stateside by the U.S. military. But 
this appeared to be the first time 
U.S. soldiers overseas were pic¬ 
tured using it. 

The photo captions said the co¬ 
alition troops were familiarizing 
themselves Saturday with the new 
equipment. The al-Tanf outpost, 
close to the borders with Iraq and 
Jordan, has been used by U.S. 
forces to train anti-Islamic State 
fighters. 

“Coalition and partner forces 
regularly train on various weapon 
systems in a joint effort to help set 
conditions for the enduring defeat 
of Daesh in Syria,” the captions 
said, using an Arabic acronym for 
ISIS. 

The photos were taken by a sol¬ 
dier assigned to the Army’s 5th 
Special Forces Group, deployed as 
part of the U.S.-led coalition’s spe¬ 
cial operations task force. There 
was no separate statement or 
comment from military officials 
accompanying the photo gallery. 
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 



Coalition forces test Smart Shooter sighting devices. 



Photos by William Howard/U.S. Army 

Soldiers take turns using a Smart Shooter sighting device to fire at a box carried by a drone during 
familiarization range training near al-Tanf garrison Syria on Saturday. 



Coalition forces analyze a zero target during the Smart Shooter training event. 


Embassy guard, scholar die in Kabul blast 


Airman found 
dead on Guam 

Stars and Stripes 

An airman was pronounced dead after 
being found unresponsive in base quarters 
at Andersen Air Force Base on Guam on 
Wednesday. 

The unidentified airman was found in 
their quarters just before 3:30 p.m., the 
36th Wing said in a statement. 

The airman’s name was being withheld 
until 24 hours after next of kin notification, 
in keeping with Air Force policy, it said. 

The cause of death was under investiga¬ 
tion. No further details about the incident 
were provided. 

news@stripes.com 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A security 
guard for the U.S. Embassy and a promi¬ 
nent religious scholar died after a suicide 
bomb blast struck a mosque near the en¬ 
trance of Kabul’s diplomatic zone Tuesday 
night. 

The blast at the Wazir Akbar Khan 
mosque, located about half a mile from 
the U.S. Embassy, killed its prayer lead¬ 
er, Ayaz Niazi, a scholar and professor at 
Kabul University. 

It also killed an Afghan member of the 
U.S. Embassy’s security team who was 
praying at the mosque at the time of the 
attack, said the top U.S. diplomat in the 


country. 

“We will miss his camaraderie and pro¬ 
fessionalism,” Charge d’Affaires Ross Wil¬ 
son said of the unnamed guard in a series 
of Twitter posts Wednesday. 

Two other civilians were wounded when 
the attacker detonated a suicide bomb 
around 7:25 p.m., said Tariq Arian, an In¬ 
terior Ministry spokesman. 

Afghan police found other bombs placed 
around the mosque and defused them, he 
said. 

People were leaving nightly prayers 
when the bomb went off, said Abdul Wasi, 
whose shop is next to the mosque. 

No armed group in the country has 
publicly claimed the attack, but Taliban 


spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid quickly 
condemned it in a Twitter post Tuesday 
night. 

Taliban attacks decreased significantly 
since a three-day cease-fire held over the 
Islamic holiday Eid late last month, a Tolo 
News report said Tuesday. 

The Islamic State, which was not party 
to the truce, has a history of high-profile 
attacks at mosques and other civilian sites 
in the Afghan capital. 

Wilson condemned the violence target¬ 
ing a religious site. 

“Houses of worship are refuges of prayer 
and love, not violence and death,” he said. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 

Twitter: @jplawrence3 
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Army to integrate women 
into its last all-male teams 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

The Army will place enlisted female infantry and 
armor soldiers into its last nine all-male brigade 
combat teams after changing rules that required 
multiple women in unit leadership. 

The service will integrate women into the BCTs 
over the rest of the year, Maj. Melissa Comiskey, 
chief of command policy for the Army’s personnel 
office, said in a statement. Two other BCTs integrat¬ 
ed women into their companies earlier this year, she 
said. 

The moves come after the Army changed “leaders 
first” rules enacted three years ago that required 
infantry and armor companies to have two female 
officers, or noncommissioned officers of the same 
job specialty, in each company that accepted junior 
enlisted women straight from initial-entry training. 

A few female officers and NCOs chose to change 
their specialties and attend infantry or armor 
training, becoming the first leaders assigned to 
companies. 

But the “inventory of infantry and armor women 
leaders is not as high as we have junior soldiers,” 
Comiskey said in the statement. “And their training 
pipeline is longer.” 

The Service Women’s Action Network, an advo¬ 
cacy group for female service members, criticized 
the policy from the outset, saying it limited where 
women could serve, put the onus of integration on 
female leaders and implied that male leaders could 
not lead or coach female soldiers. 

The rule was relaxed last year to require one 
female infantry or armor leader in each company, 
along with another woman of any job specialty, such 
as a supply sergeant or signal NCO. 



Timothy Hamlin/U.S. Army 


Army Sgt. Yulema Cortez, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, 
operates an M2 .50-caliber machine gun. The 
Army will place women into its last nine all-male 
brigade combat teams. 


Now only one female officer or NCO will be re¬ 
quired to be in companies that accept junior enlisted 
women, according to the statement. 

Currently 601 women are in infantry career 
fields, attending training or in the accession pipe¬ 
line. The armor career field has 568 women, includ¬ 
ing officers. 

The director of the Army National Guard has 
also been given authority to lift the “leaders first” 
policy for battalions that have successfully integrat¬ 
ed junior enlisted women into at least one of their 
companies. 

montgomery.nancy@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 


Some crew members on dock 
landing ship test positive for virus 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Some crew members from the 
dock landing ship USS Carter 
Hall have been in isolation since 
late last month after testing posi¬ 
tive for the coronavirus. 

“From my understanding, 
they’re all doing well, some mi- 
norly symptomatic,” Navy spokes¬ 
person Lt. Cmdr. Amelia Umayam 
said Tuesday. 

She declined to specify the 
exact number of crew members 
who tested positive May 23, cit¬ 
ing Defense Department policy 
restricting disclosure. 

The ship is docked at Joint Ex¬ 
peditionary Port Little Creek-Fort 
Story, Va. The 610-foot-long ship 
is used to transport and launch 
amphibious craft during an as¬ 


sault or for delivery of humani¬ 
tarian assistance during natural 
disasters. 

“Traditionally, as we enter hurri¬ 
cane season between June and No¬ 
vember here on the East Coast, we 
identify an East Coast amphibious 
ship to be ready should something 
occur and we have to provide an 
asset for various type situations,” 
she said. “That’s essentially the 
reason why the Carter Hall crew 
was tested, and that’s how the posi¬ 
tive test results came about.” 

The Navy did not publicize 
the discovery of the coronavirus 
aboard the Carter Hall, which 
was first reported Monday by the 
Navy Times. 

The Navy reported 816 active 
COVID-19 cases among all its ac¬ 
tive-duty personnel as of Tuesday, 


with two hospitalized. One sailor 
who had been assigned to the air¬ 
craft carrier USS Theodore Roos¬ 
evelt died in April in Guam. 

Two other Navy ships have 
had publicly known outbreaks of 
COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the virus. 

The guided missile destroyer 
USS Kidd has been docked in 
San Diego since April 28 after an 
outbreak of COVID-19 infected 
at least 80 of the ship’s 330 crew 
members. 

A fighter squadron of more than 
100 members was pulled from the 
carrier USS Gerald R. Ford just 
as it was poised to get underway 
late last month after one of them 
tested positive for the virus. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 



Jennifer SvAN/Stars and Stripes 

Army culinary specialists with the 55th Quartermaster Company, 
16th Special Troops Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade, work in 
the kitchen of the Culinary Outpost, the Army’s first food truck in 
Europe, on Wednesday. 


Army food truck now 
serving in Germany 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

PANZER KASERNE, Ger¬ 
many — Shortly before 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, a custom-made kitch¬ 
en on wheels decked out in Army 
colors pulled onto this small base 
on the east side of Kaiserslautern 
and began serving lunch. 

Four Army culinary special¬ 
ists manned the Culinary Out¬ 
post food truck, working with 
the same tools and ingredients as 
they use in Army dining facilities, 
but on a smaller scale. They also 
used some equipment unique to 
the truck, like an air fryer, which 
cooks sweet potato and french 
fries without hot oil. 

The 21st Theater Sustainment 
Command food truck is the first 
to be shipped overseas to Europe 
and the seventh in the Army. 

It began full operations this 
week, visiting Baumholder, Sem- 
bach and Panzer on different 
days, serving breakfast and lunch 
to up to 200 customers per meal¬ 
time. Landstuhl and Wiesbaden 
could be added to the truck’s 
route in the future. 

The mobile food service is in¬ 
tended for soldiers “that live in a 
food desert,” said Chief Warrant 
Officer 3 Zachary Glathar. “If a 
soldier doesn’t have a lot of time 
to run to the dining facility and 
get a break, the truck is available 
and close to him.” 

The Culinary Outpost is hard 
to miss, with its shiny black and 
gold exterior panels and magnetic 
Army signs that can be removed 
for security reasons when trans¬ 


porting the truck. 

“It’s like a DFAC on wheels, 
pretty much,” said Sgt. Randy 
Schilinski, an Army personnel 
specialist on Panzer, referring to 
base dining facilities. “Consider¬ 
ing I’m ordering the same thing I 
had the first time — a hamburger 
with Swiss cheese, bacon and 
onion — I like it.” 

Some of the truck’s meals, such 
as the steak bowl with brown rice 
and mixed vegetables, are better 
than what the DFAC serves, said 
Pvt. Demari Lee. 

But the biggest draw is con¬ 
venience, said Lee, who doesn’t 
have a car and hasn’t had access 
to the shuttle that used to take sol¬ 
diers from Panzer to the nearest 
DFAC at Kleber Kaserne, since 
it was canceled at the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The Army began rolling out 
food trucks on bases in the U.S. 
about three years ago, officials 
said. Wanting to “have it sooner 
rather than later,” the 21st TSC 
jumped ahead in the schedule 
and allocated funding for two 
trucks for Europe, Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 Felipe Cardozo said. 

Each truck costs about $263,000 
to build and ship to Europe, he 
said. The second truck is due 
to arrive in September and will 
serve posts in Bavaria. 

The truck’s schedule for the 
month is posted on the 21st TSC 
Facebook page. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


VA sees rise in coronavirus cases after a gradual decline 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — After a 
five-day pause in publicly shar¬ 
ing its coronavirus statistics, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
reported Tuesday an increase in 


active cases and 55 more deaths. 

The number of VA patients still 
sick with the virus had gradually 
decreased in recent weeks and on 
Thursday fell below 1,000 for the 
first time since March. However, 
the department reported a 54% 
increase in active cases Tuesday 


to 1,526. 

The VA’s data includes veter¬ 
ans, as well as employees and 
active-duty service members or 
civilians who received treatment 
at VA hospitals. In total, about 
14,500 people tested positive for 
the virus in the past few months, 


and about 11,700 of them have re¬ 
covered, the VA said. 

As of Tuesday, 1,254 VApatients 
had died. That number includes 
757 who died in VA hospitals and 
497 VA patients who died in their 
homes or community hospitals. It 
is not a comprehensive tally of all 


veterans who have died from the 
virus. 

Thirty-two VA employees have 
died, and 91 remain sick. More 
than 1,400 have recovered from 
the virus, the department said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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DOD to phase out 
accompanied tours 
to Qatar, Bahrain 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. military personnel as¬ 
signed to locations in Iraq and the 
Arabian Peninsula will transition 
to 12-month, unaccompanied tours 
over the next couple of years, the 
Pentagon announced Tuesday. 

The change potentially pertains 
to military personnel under Com¬ 
batant Command Title 10 author¬ 
ity who are on permanent duty 
assignment to Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen and Iraq, 
the Defense Department said in a 
news release. 

However, only Bahrain and 
Qatar host military families under 


the Title 10 authority. 

The policy change came as a 
result of DOD’s “continuous re¬ 
assessment of personnel policies 
worldwide, not just in the Middle 
East,” it said in a factsheet accom¬ 
panying the announcement. 

“It is intended to ensure the 
operational readiness and deploy¬ 
ment flexibility of U.S. forces’ 
mission support to operations in 
the region,” the factsheet said. 
“A gradual drawdown of person¬ 
nel will ensure mission-critical 
elements of the force continue to 
execute training and operations in 
the region with little disruption.” 

The change will not affect 
the number or readiness of U.S. 
forces in the region, and is in “no 



Michael Harari/U.S. Navy 


By September 2022, the Pentagon announced Tuesday, there will 
be no more dependents of U.S. troops under Combatant Command 
Title 10 authority in Bahrain. 


way connected” to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic in the region or the 
United States, the Pentagon said. 

The gradual drawdown of de¬ 
pendents will happen over two 
years as military members rotate 
out of the region. The change will 
be fully implemented by Aug. 31, 
2022, the news release said. Fami¬ 
lies already in the two countries 
are authorized to serve out the re¬ 
mainder of their tours. 

Anyone with orders for per¬ 
manent change of station to Bah¬ 
rain or Qatar within 30 days of 


Tuesday’s announcement will be 
allowed a tour accompanied by 
dependents, but the rotation must 
be completed by Aug. 31,2022, the 
news release said. 

The amended policy does not 
apply to military personnel and 
their dependents who fall under 
Chief of Mission Title 22 author¬ 
ity, many of whom are assigned to 
U.S. Embassies, the DOD said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Deal: Furloughed S. Korean workers to return to US bases for now 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

furloughed workers found them¬ 
selves ineligible for government 
loans and have been trying to 
make a living with part-time 
jobs. 

“We have been going through 
a pretty tough time,” he said in 
a telephone interview. “We’re 
ready to get back to work.” 

Cho Mi Kyong, a 45-year-old 
dining facility worker, agreed, 
saying the furlough has caused 
much emotional distress and fi¬ 
nancial hardship. 

“Many of us were living hand 
to mouth even before we were 
furloughed,” she said. “Now we’re 
happy to hear this news today.” 

The Pentagon had provided ad¬ 
ditional funds to maintain about 
4,500 employees deemed essen¬ 
tial for “life, health, safety and 
minimum readiness,” as well as 
critical logistics contracts. 

However, the furlough raised 
concerns about the military’s 
ability to maintain fighting ca¬ 
pabilities and the delivery of ser¬ 
vices, which already had been 
hampered by restrictions to pre¬ 


vent the coronavirus’ spread. 

“We all fully understood the 
impacts the partial furlough had 
on readiness and our ability to 
provide a robust combined de¬ 
fense posture, as well as the es¬ 
sential role our Korean National 
employees provide to the (South 
Korean)-U.S. alliance,” Abrams 
said, acknowledging it’s a tempo¬ 
rary measure. 

“Today’s announcement pres¬ 
ents a short-term solution for 
labor cost sharing, yet it still 
highlights the need for an overall 
Special Measures Agreement for 
the long term,” he said. 

South Korea has supported U.S. 
troops under the Special Mea¬ 
sures Agreement since 1991, with 
most of the funds used to pay for 
more than 9,000 local employees, 
logistical support and construc¬ 
tion projects. 

The two countries also failed 
to meet the deadline in 2018 but 
agreed retroactively to a one- 
year compromise in which South 
Korea increased its contribution 
by 8.2% to nearly $1 billion. 

President Donald Trump has 
frequently called South Korea “a 


very wealthy nation” and insisted 
it can afford to pay more in line 
with his “America First” policy. 
The negotiations with South 
Korea are seen as a test for up¬ 
coming alliance talks with Japan 
and NATO. 

In April, South Korean Foreign 
Minister Kang Kyung-wha said 
Seoul had put forward its best 
offer, which was a 13% increase. 
She also confirmed that Trump 
had rejected that amount, which 
was much lower than the nearly 
fivefold increase that was report¬ 
edly the U.S. starting point. 

While polls show that overall 
support remains strong for the 
alliance, anti-American protests 
have erupted over the cost- sharing 
talks, with activists accusing the 
Trump administration of trying 
to extort money and using Ameri¬ 
can troops as “mercenaries.” 

In its announcement, the Pen¬ 
tagon said the United States “has 
unilaterally shouldered the bur¬ 
den for all costs associated with 
U.S. forces in Korea,” including 
labor costs, logistics contracts, 
construction project design and 
oversight costs. 


“Today’s decision will pro¬ 
vide over $200 million in [South 
Korean] funding for USFK’s 
entire [Korean national] work 
force through the end of 2020,” 
it said, calling the move “a more 
equitable sharing” of the labor 
burden.” 

The move also demonstrates 
the U.S. “commitment to readi¬ 
ness, to our Korean employees, 
and to the Alliance — the linch¬ 
pin of peace and stability on the 
Korean Peninsula,” it added. 

The Pentagon called on South 
Korea “to reach a fair agreement 
as quickly as possible. 

“The United States has shown 
considerable flexibility in their 
approach to the SMA negotia¬ 
tions, and requests that [South 
Korea] does the same,” it said, 
warning that “critical defense in¬ 
frastructure projects will remain 
suspended” without a new special 
measures agreement. 

“USFK’s mid- and long-term 
force readiness remains at risk,” 
the Pentagon said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


Trump to extend Guard deployments to fight virus 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

PresidentDonaldTrumpsigned 
an order Tuesday to extend the 
authorization for National Guard 
troops to deploy through Aug. 21 
with federal funding in support of 
coronavirus missions. 

The extension, which Trump 
said he would approve in a tweet 
last week, allows for states to con¬ 
tinue to receive funding to em¬ 
ploy National Guard troops for 
missions approved by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 


beyond the previously approved 
deadline of June 24. About 45,000 
National Guard members are de¬ 
ployed in the fight against coro¬ 
navirus in all 50 states, three 
territories and Washington, D.C., 
according to the National Guard 
Bureau. Nearly all of those troops 
are working within a federal sta¬ 
tus known as Title 32, which keeps 
troops under the command of 
governors but with funding from 
the federal government. Service 
members receive greater benefits 
and pay under federal status, and 
those benefits increase the longer 


troops are deployed. 

“Honestly, I’m very pleased 
with the time frame that the pres¬ 
ident has extended the orders to,” 
said retired Brig. Gen. Roy Rob¬ 
inson, president of the National 
Guard Association, an advocacy 
group for the service. 

The extended time allows state 
governments the ability to pre¬ 
pare to close out missions based 
on demand, not deadlines, he 
said. It also helps prepare troops 
to return safely to their families 
and civilian life, including time 
to quarantine if they might have 


been in a job that potentially ex¬ 
posed them to the virus. 

With the support of a bipartisan 
group of more than 125 lawmak¬ 
ers, the association has pushed 
efforts to protect National Guard 
members deployed against the 
virus and ensure they get access 
to benefits. The previous dead¬ 
line would have left many Guard 
members one day short of receiv¬ 
ing 90-day benefits related to ed¬ 
ucation and early retirement. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Parents: 
Airman died 
by domestic 
violence 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

The parents of one of the two 
airmen killed in a shooting Mon¬ 
day at Grand Forks Air Force 
Base, N.D., said their daugh¬ 
ter was the victim of domestic 
violence. 

Natasha Aposhian, a 21-year- 
old from Phoenix, was just begin¬ 
ning her Air Force career at the 
North Dakota base, her parents 
Brian Murray and Megan Aposhi¬ 
an said Tuesday in a statement 
about their daughter’s death. 

“We’re torn apart by the loss of 
our daughter to a senseless act of 
domestic violence,” they wrote. 
“Natasha had recently joined the 
Air Force and was just starting 
to embark on a career serving 
her country. It’s a tragedy she 
won’t get to fulfill her hopes and 
dreams. We ask that you pray for 
her, our family and the countless 
victims of these crimes.” 

Officials at the base have not 
released the names of the airmen 
involved in Monday’s shooting 
and the family did not identify 
the second victim or the person’s 
relationship to their daughter. 

Both shooting victims were 
members of the 319th Reconnais¬ 
sance Wing, according to a news 
release Monday from the base. 

The shooting occurred at about 
4:30 a.m. in a dormitory on the 
base that primarily hosts single, 
enlisted airmen early in their 
military careers, said Staff Sgt. 
Elijaih Tiggs, spokesman for 
the wing. Officials made mental 
health care specialists available 
at the base for anyone impacted 
by the shooting. 

No other information or de¬ 
tails about the incident have been 
released. 

Grand Forks AFB is in east¬ 
ern North Dakota, about 80 miles 
south of the U.S.-Canada border. 
It houses the 319th Reconnais¬ 
sance Wing, an intelligence, sur¬ 
veillance and reconnaissance 
unit, which primarily operates 
RQ-4 Global Hawk drones for 
commanders around the world, 
according to the Air Force. It also 
supports U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection officers who fly 
unarmed MQ-9 Predator drones 
from Grand Forks AFB. 

For the Family Advocacy Pro¬ 
gram and info about how to report 
and prevent domestic violence: 
https://www.militaryonesource. 
mil/family-relationships/family- 
life/preventing-abuse-neglect/ 
the-family-advocacy-program 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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More leaders decry bigotry, violence amid unrest 



U.S. Air FoRCE/screenshot 


Air Force Chief of Staff David Goldfein, left, and Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth O. Wright 
discuss the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis and Wright’s concerns for young, black airmen in a 
video posted on social media Tuesday. 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

Air Force Chief of Staff David 
Goldfein on social media Tues¬ 
day endorsed a message of frus¬ 
tration the previous day by his 
service’s top enlisted leader and 
promised action against bigotry 
and inequality in the service. 

“It is time for every one of us 
to strive for understanding and 
a culture of inclusiveness and 
belonging across our Air Force,” 
he wrote in a message posted on 
his Facebook page and Twitter 
account. 

Goldfein also posted a 6-min¬ 
ute video “conversation” with 
Command Master Sgt. of the Air 
Force Kaleth 0. Wright on both 
platforms. 

Referring to a week of protest, 
riots and violence in U.S. cities 
following the killing in Minneap¬ 
olis of a black man, George Floyd, 
by a police officer, Goldfein asked 
Wright his thoughts as he watched 
events unfold. 

“So, I’ve been really outraged,” 
Wright responded, “for not just 
the last week but it drew up a lot 
of rage and a lot of anger from the 
past because I’ve just watched 
this over and over again.” 

Wright in the video explained 
that he sees in Floyd’s killing a 
potential fate for himself and his 
two sons. 

“This has been a tough week 


for me, just kind of thinking about 
this,” he told Goldfein. “My great¬ 
est fear is not for myself, it’s that 
I wake up one day and one of our 
airmen will be George Floyd or 
Tamir Rice or Philando Castile.” 

Rice, a 12-year-old boy, was 
shot to death by a police officer 
in Cleveland in November 2014; 
Castile was killed by a police of¬ 
ficer in Minnesota during a July 
2016 traffic stop. 

In his written remarks, Gold¬ 
fein said every American “should 
be outraged” that the police con¬ 
duct in Minneapolis can still take 
place. He also shared Wright’s 


message the previous day. 

“To the Airmen who are 
mourning, angry or weary of the 
battle against racial prejudice, 
discrimination, bias and systemic 
discrimination, Chief Wright and 
I recognize your pain,” the chief 
of staff wrote. 

Goldfein and Wright scheduled 
a Facebook Live town hall at 5 
p.m. Eastern time on Wednesday 
on Goldfein’s Facebook page. 

“I don’t have the answers, but 
I do know there is no room for 
bigotry, hatred or small minded¬ 
ness in our force. Period,” Gold¬ 
fein wrote. “Every member of our 


team needs to know we have their 
back.” 

Goldfein said he and Wright 
“will attack this together in the 
weeks and months ahead” and re¬ 
ferred to an independent review 
of the Air Force legal system by 
the inspector general under the 
orders of Secretary of the Air 
Force Barbara Barrett. 

On Monday, Wright in a plea 
posted on social media said the 
Air Force has fallen short of pro¬ 
viding equal opportunities for 
success and justice for young 
black airmen. In addition to the 
legal system review, he cited a 


lack of diversity in the Air Force 
senior officer ranks. 

Also Tuesday, Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy Russell 
Smith, the top enlisted leader of 
that branch, posted a statement 
on the “turbulent events of the 
past several days, from Minneap¬ 
olis to Chicago, Atlanta and Los 
Angeles.” 

The Navy, Smith wrote in the 
Facebook post, proudly embraces 
diversity, “the very core of our 
strength, and it is because we 
represent every race, color and 
creed that makes up the fabric of 
America that we can truly rep¬ 
resent this nation so undeniably 
well.” 

Smith acknowledged “historic 
and systemic issues of injustice 
that our country continues to con¬ 
front,” but also cautioned sailors 
to be watchful in a period of na¬ 
tional unrest. 

“It is your absolute right af¬ 
forded under the Constitution to 
express yourself, but as events 
unfold and potentially devolve 
into violence or unlawful behav¬ 
ior, I would ask that you look out 
for both your fellow shipmates 
AND your fellow citizens.” 

He also counseled sailors to 
“seek the perspective and context 
of our shipmates of color.” 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 


Esper: Defense secretary says he did not know church photo-op would be staged 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the protests if they did not. In 
comments to those state leaders 
and later in a Rose Garden ad¬ 
dress to the nation, Trump hinted 
at invoking the Insurrection Act, 
a rarely used statute that would 
allow him to deploy federal troops 
to conduct certain domestic law 
enforcement duties. 

At Trump’s request, Esper or¬ 
dered the short-notice deploy¬ 
ment this week of some 1,600 
active-duty troops to the Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. area. Officials said 
those forces remain at military in¬ 
stallations outside the city, where 
Pentagon officials hope they will 
stay until civil unrest in the area 
calms. 

Esper has faced criticism in re¬ 
cent days — including from sev¬ 
eral former top military officials 
and Democratic lawmakers — for 
his assertion to the governors that 
they must “dominate the battle 
space,” in reference to American 
streets where violence had bro¬ 
ken out. The defense secretary 
was also criticized for his ap¬ 
pearance in an apparently politi¬ 
cally motivated photo opportunity 
alongside Trump later that day. 

In his Wednesday morning 
news briefing, Esper told report¬ 
ers that he takes his charge seri¬ 
ously to maintain the apolitical 
nature of the Defense Depart¬ 
ment. He said he did not know 
the photo opportunity would be 
staged when he joined Trump and 
other top administration officials 
— including Army Gen. Mark 
Milley, the chairman of the Joint 


Chiefs of Staff — on the walk from 
the White House to nearby St. 
John’s Church, where the presi¬ 
dent posed for photographs with a 
bible in his hand after protesters 
had been cleared from the area 
by force. 

“I did know we were going to 
the church,” said Esper, who add¬ 
ed he also planned to visit with 
National Guard troops on the way. 
“I was not aware a photo op was 
happening. 

“Look, I do everything I can 
to try to stay apolitical and to try 
to stay out of situations that may 
appear political. Sometimes I am 
successful at doing that and some¬ 
times I’m not as successful. But 
my aim is to keep the department 
out of politics, to stay apolitical.” 

Of his use of the term “battle 
space” in the call with governors, 
which was leaked to the media, 
Esper said “in retrospect” he 
should not have used the term. He 
told reporters that it was simply 
a “part of our military lexicon” to 
describe an area of operations. 

“It’s not a phrase focused on 
people, and certainly not on our 
fellow Americans,” he said. 

Among those critical of Esper’s 
use of those words were a former 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman and 
a former U.S. Special Operations 
Command chief. 

In separate posts on Twit¬ 
ter, retired Army Gens. Martin 
Dempsey and Tony Thomas ex¬ 
pressed their dismay at the de¬ 
fense secretary’s wording. 

“The ‘battle space’ of Ameri¬ 
ca??? Not what America needs to 
hear...ever, unless we are invaded 


by an adversary or experience 
a constitutional failure ... i.e. a 
civil war ...” wrote Thomas, who 
served as SOCOM commander 
from 2016 until retiring last year. 

Dempsey, who served as the 
nation’s top general from 2011 
to 2015, wrote: “America is not a 
battleground. Our fellow citizens 
are not the enemy.” 

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., 
was among Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers to join in condemning Esper’s 
comments. Smith, the chairman 
of the House Armed Services 
Committee, said Tuesday that he 
would call the defense secretary 
and Milley to testify before the 
committee next week over his 
“concerns about using military 
forces to respond to protesters.” 

Esper’s Wednesday message 
came as some 30,000 National 
Guard troops have been activated 
across the nation by at least 31 
governors in recent days to sup¬ 
port law enforcement efforts af¬ 
ter the protests have spread since 
the May 25 killing of George 
Floyd by a Minneapolis police 
officer. Floyd, who is black, was 
handcuffed when the officer, who 
was white and has since been 
charged with third-degree mur¬ 
der, kneeled on his neck for more 
than 8 minutes, killing him. 

Esper was critical of Floyd’s 
killing on Wednesday, his first 
public comments on the matter. 

“Racism is real in America. 
And we must all do our very best 
to recognize, to confront it and to 
eradicate it,” he said. “While we 
still have much to do on this front, 
leaders across DOD and the [mil¬ 


itary] services take this issue very 
seriously and we are determined 
to make a difference.” 

In Washington, where weekend 
protests spawned by Floyd’s kill¬ 
ing grew violent, the 1,300 mem¬ 
bers of the D.C. National Guard 
and another roughly 2,000 Guard 
troops from other states have 
been sent to the city in an effort to 
support local and federal policing 
efforts. 

Photos Tuesday showed Guard 
members interspersed with law 
enforcement around the city and 
deployed in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial, which was defaced 
over the weekend as was the 
nearby World War II Memorial. 

National Guard troops, when 
activated by their home gover¬ 
nors, can legally provide some 
law enforcement capabilities. Es¬ 
per, who once served in the D.C. 
National Guard, said those service 
members deployed across the na¬ 
tion are meant only to augment 
police forces. In Washington, 
most Guard troops are not armed 
with anything more than riot gear, 
which typically includes helmets, 
shields and batons. Some Guard 
troops, however, in the area are 
armed with firearms, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Esper said the Guard is “best 
suited” for those duties alongside 
police forces as opposed to active- 
duty service members. 

The Pentagon, however, this 
week sent 1,600 active-duty 
troops from Fort Bragg, N.C., and 
Fort Drum, N.Y., to military in¬ 
stallations on the outskirts of the 
city. Those troops — infantrymen 


from Bragg’s 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion’s Immediate Response Force 
and military police from Bragg’s 
16 MP Brigade and Drum’s 91st 
MP Battalion — are on “height¬ 
ened alert status” on undisclosed 
bases, but they have not entered 
Washington, said Jonathan Hoff¬ 
man, the Pentagon’s chief spokes¬ 
man. 

Other Pentagon officials Tues¬ 
day said the Defense Department 
preferred not to deploy those 
troops onto Washington’s streets. 

The National Guard forces in 
Washington have faced criticism 
for some of the tactics they have 
used in recent days. 

Esper said Wednesday that he 
had directed the Army to investi¬ 
gate the use of a National Guard 
helicopter in a potentially dan¬ 
gerous fashion Monday evening 
in the city. 

Esper said Army Secretary 
Ryan McCarthy would lead the 
investigation and declined addi¬ 
tional comment on the incident 
until it is completed. 

The D.C. National Guard said 
Wednesday that the helicopters 
that conducted such maneuvers 
were under its control. And its top 
officer directed his own probe of 
the incident. 

“I hold all members of the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia National Guard 
to the highest of standards,” 
Army Maj. Gen. William Walker, 
the D.C. Guard’s chief, said in a 
statement. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Nation's streets 
calmer after 
days of protests 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Demonstrators gather to protest the death of George Floyd, Wednesday near the White House in 
Washington. Floyd died after being restrained by Minneapolis police officers. 


By Tim Sullivan 
And Matt Sedensky 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The na¬ 
tion’s streets were calmer than 
they have been in days since the 
killing of George Floyd set off 
sometimesviolent demonstrations 
over police brutality and injustice 
against African Americans. 

Earlier curfews and efforts by 
protesters to contain the lawless¬ 
ness were credited Wednesday 
morning with preventing more 
widespread damage to business¬ 
es in New York and other cities 
overnight. 

At least 12 deaths have been re¬ 
ported, though the circumstances 
in many cases are still being sort¬ 
ed out. 

In Washington, where authori¬ 
ties ordered people off streets 
before sundown, thousands of 
demonstrators massed a block 
from the White House on Tues¬ 
day evening, following a crack¬ 
down a day earlier when officers 
drove peaceful protesters away 
from Lafayette Park to clear the 
way for President Donald Trump 
to do a photo op with a Bible at a 
church. A black chain-link fence 


was put up to block access to the 
park. 

“Last night pushed me way over 
the edge,” said Jessica DeMaio, 
40, of Washington, who attended 
a Floyd protest for the first time. 
“Being here is better than being 
at home feeling helpless.” 

Pastors at the church prayed 
with demonstrators and handed 
out water bottles. The crowd re¬ 
mained in place after the city’s 
7 p.m. curfew passed, defying 
warnings that the response from 
law enforcement could be even 
more forceful. But the people 
were peaceful, even polite. 

At one point, the crowd booed 
when a protester climbed a light 
post and took down a street 
sign. A chant went up: “Peaceful 
protest!” 

Pope Francis called for nation¬ 
al reconciliation and peace, say¬ 
ing he has “witnessed with great 
concern the disturbing social un¬ 
rest” in the U.S. 

“My friends, we cannot toler¬ 
ate or turn a blind eye to racism 
and exclusion in any form and yet 
claim to defend the sacredness of 
every human life,” he said. 

Trump has pushed the nation’s 
governors to take a hard line 


against the violence, tweeting 
on Tuesday that “lowlifes and 
losers” were taking over New 
York’s streets. He again tweeted 
Wednesday: “LAW & ORDER!” 

Thousands of people remained 
out in New York City on Tuesday 
night, undeterred by an 8 p.m. 
curfew, though most streets were 
clear by early Wednesday. Bat¬ 
tered storefronts from the earlier 
rounds of violence could be seen 
in midtown Manhattan. 

The New York Police Depart¬ 
ment credited the curfew, which 
was three hours earlier than the 
day before, with helping officers 
take control of the streets. 


“The earlier curfew really 
helped our cops take out of the 
neighborhoods people that didn’t 
belong there,” Chief of Depart¬ 
ment Terence Monahan said on 
NBC’s “Today.” 

Protesters also marched in Los 
Angeles; Miami; St. Paul, Minn.; 
Columbia, S.C.; and Houston, 
where the police chief talked to 
peaceful demonstrators, vowing 
reforms. 

“God as my witness, change 
is coming,” Art Acevedo said. 
“And we’re going to do it the right 
way.” 

More than 20,000 National 
Guard members have been called 


up in 29 states to deal with the 
violence. 

Some protesters framed the 
burgeoning movement as a ne¬ 
cessity after a long list of killings 
by police. 

“It feels like it’s just been an 
endless cascade of hashtags of 
black people dying, and it feels 
like nothing’s really being done 
by our political leaders to actual¬ 
ly enact real change,” said Chris¬ 
tine Ohenzuwa, 19, who attended 
a peaceful protest at the Minne¬ 
sota Capitol in St. Paul. 

“There’s always going to be a 
breaking point. I think right now, 
we’re seeing the breaking point 
around the country.” 


Mayor: NYC has taken ‘step forward’ in restoring order 



Mark Lennihan/AP 


Workers board up windows of a Louis Vuitton store, Wednesday, in 
the SoHo neighborhood of New York. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK—New York City’s 
second night under curfew was 
calmer than the first with only 
sporadic reports of vandalism as 
mostly peaceful demonstrators 
marched in protest of the death of 
George Floyd. The city took dras¬ 
tic measures to keep the peace, 
including having the curfew 
kick in before dark and banning 
most traffic to a large section of 
Manhattan. 

“Last night we took a step for¬ 
ward in moving out of this dif¬ 
ficult period we’ve had the last 
few days and moving to a better 
time,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
at a news conference Wednesday. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who was 
critical of the police response on 
prior nights, said the city was 
“much better” Tuesday and that 
officers were better equipped to 
keep the peace. 

“Last night was a much, much 
better than the night before. So it 
worked. We got results. Let’s just 
remember what we did last night 
and keep that going,” Cuomo 
said. 

De Blasio rejected urging from 
President Donald Trump and an 
offer from Cuomo to bring in the 
National Guard to quell the un¬ 
rest, saying he thought the NYPD 


was best suited for the task and 
fearing confrontations spurred 
by out-of-town Guardsmen unfa¬ 
miliar with the city’s dynamics. 

The citywide curfew from 8 
p.m. Tuesday to 5 a.m. Wednes¬ 
day was imposed to prevent the 
nighttime chaos and destruction 
that followed peaceful protests 
for several days in a row. 

Chief of Department Terence 
Monahan said the order to clear 


the streets at 8 p.m., three hours 
earlier than Monday’s 11 p.m. 
curfew, allowed police to take 
control of city streets and remove 
troublemakers. 

The nightly curfews will re¬ 
main in effect through Sunday, 
with the city planning to lift it at 
the same time it enters the first 
phase of reopening after more 
than two months of shutdowns 
because of the coronavirus. 


“I’d like us never to have to use 
it again, if we do things right,” de 
Blasio said. 

Police said they arrested about 
280 people on protest-related 
charges, compared with 700 the 
previous night. Police Commis¬ 
sioner Dermot Shea said some 
people breaking into stores were 
part of organized groups using 
vehicles to scout locations and 
transport stolen property, in¬ 
cluding in one instance a U-Haul 
truck. 

“We also see a lot of people just 
peeling off, using the protests as 
cover and then peeling off and 
unfortunately running around 
and doing some looting,” Shea 
said. 

De Blasio condemned police 
for roughing up journalists cov¬ 
ering the protests, including two 
from The Associated Press. 

More than a half-dozen officers 
surrounded, shoved and cursed 
at videojournalist Robert Bum- 
sted and photographer Maye-E 
Wong and ordered them to go 
home Tuesday night, ignoring 
Bumsted’s explanation that the 
press are considered “essential 
workers” and are allowed to be 
on the streets. 

“No journalist should ever be 


detained ever,” de Blasio said, 
except in what he deemed an “ab¬ 
errant” situation of a journalist 
committing an illegal act. 

“There should be no condition 
under which any journalist is de¬ 
tained by the police of this city or 
any city in the United States of 
America, period,” he added, call¬ 
ing for an investigation. 

Police Commissioner Dermot 
Shea said officers were “doing 
the best we can under difficult 
circumstances,” adding that some 
people stopped by police were 
lying about being journalists. 

“Sometimes these things take 
a second, maybe too long, to sort 
out,” Shea said. “We’re not per¬ 
fect, we do the best we can in a 
situation.” 

“Something has to break, 
and it’s not going to be us,” said 
Evan Kutcher, one of hundreds of 
demonstrators chanting Floyd’s 
name outside Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn. 

Asked what he wanted to see 
with more protests planned for 
Wednesday, de Blasio said: “What 
I want to see tonight is peace in 
this city. I want to see tonight be 
better than last night, and I want 
us to just keep making progress 
from there.” 
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London protesters 
decry racial abuses 
and police violence 



Evan Vucci/AP 


A helicopter circles low as demonstrators kneel to protest the death of George Floyd on Monday near 
the White House in Washington, D.C. 

DC Guard to investigate helicopter 
maneuvers meant to show force 


By Michael Balsamo 
and Robert Burns 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — The Nation¬ 
al Guard of the District of Colum¬ 
bia is investigating the use of one 
of its helicopters to make a “show 
of force” against protesters near 
the White House, while President 
Donald Trump is encouraging 
authorities to get tougher to quell 
the unrest over George Floyd’s 
murder. 

The helicopter, normally des¬ 
ignated for use in medical evacu¬ 
ations, hovered low enough to 
create a deafening noise and 
spray protesters with rotor wash 
on Monday. The commanding 
general of the D.C. Guard, Maj. 
Gen. William Walker, said in a 
statement Wednesday that he di¬ 
rected the investigation. 

The investigation comes as the 
federal government has promised 
to maximize its law enforcement 
presence in the nation’s capital. 
Scores of heavily-armed federal 
officers in tactical gear have been 
on the district’s streets for days 
after demonstrators set fires, 
broke store windows, stole items 
from the shelves and left police 
officers injured. 

The Trump administration 
has made an effort to show a use 
of force in Washington. Hours 
before a 7 p.m. curfew Tuesday, 
cars were being stopped at mili¬ 
tary checkpoints downtown, and 
armored military vehicles could 
be seen driving through the 
district. 

Mayor Muriel Bowser said that 
the administration had floated 
the idea of taking over the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police Department, a 
proposal she strongly rejected. 
She threatened to take legal ac¬ 
tion if the federal government at¬ 
tempted to do so. 

Two Defense Department offi¬ 
cials said that the administration 
had ordered military aircraft to 
fly above Washington on Monday 
night as a “show of force” against 
demonstrators. They were pro¬ 


testing the death of Floyd, a 
black man who was killed by a 
white Minneapolis policeman 
who pressed his knee into Floyd’s 
neck for several minutes, even 
after Floyd stopped moving and 
pleaded for air. Police made over 
300 arrests, mainly for violating 
the district’s curfew. 

Earlier Monday evening, law 
enforcement officers on foot and 
horseback moved aggressively to 
clear protesters away from Lafay¬ 
ette Park near the White House 
before Trump walked to a nearby 
church for a photo. 

After participating in the show 
of force, Arlington County in Vir¬ 
ginia pulled out its officers, say¬ 
ing that they were used “for a 
purpose not worthy of our mutual 
aid obligations.” County officials 
said in a statement that their of¬ 
ficers never wielded their batons 
and did not fire rubber bullets or 
tear gas. 

After watching the scene un¬ 
fold on live television, the police 
chief ordered all the officers to 
return to Virginia. Officials said 
that they were reevaluating the 
mutual aid agreements to ensure 
that officers “are never again 
put in a situation where they are 
asked to take action that is incon¬ 
sistent with our values.” 

The U.S. Park Police said that 
it gave three warnings over a 
loudspeaker before clearing the 
area of protesters, some of whom 
authorities said were becom¬ 
ing violent, throwing projectiles 
and trying to grab weapons. The 
agency said that it used smoke 
canisters and pepper balls to dis¬ 
perse the crowd. 

Attorney General William Barr 
ordered law enforcement to clear 
the park and push back the pe¬ 
rimeter around the White House 
when he arrived there Monday 
evening, before the president’s 
remarks, and that led to police 
using force to disperse protesters, 
a person familiar with the matter 
told The Associated Press. 

Officials had decided that the 
perimeter had to be moved by 


at least one full block after fires 
were set in the park the night be¬ 
fore, the person said. When Barr 
arrived, he was surprised that it 
hadn’t been done and directed ac¬ 
tion to be taken, according to the 
person, who was not authorized 
to discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

In a Monday call with gover¬ 
nors, Trump and Barr encour¬ 
aged more aggressive action 
against those who cause violence 
during protests. Trump said that 
he was “taking immediate presi¬ 
dential action to stop the violence 
and restore security and safety in 
America.” 

The president urged governors 
to deploy the National Guard, 
which he credited with helping 
calm the situation Sunday night 
in Minneapolis, and demanded 
that similarly tough measures be 
taken in cities that also experi¬ 
enced spasms of violence, includ¬ 
ing New York, Philadelphia and 
Los Angeles. 

Between the protests and the 
response to the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, the National Guard has 
been deployed at its highest level 
in recent history, surpassing the 
number of troops sent to the Gulf 
Coast during Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005. More than 66,700 sol¬ 
diers and airmen have been acti¬ 
vated — 45,000 to assist with the 
pandemic and more than 17,000 
to help with the protests. 

The Justice Department had 
deployed agents from every one 
of its agencies, including the 
FBI’s Hostage Rescue Team, an 
elite tactical unit, and riot teams 
from the Bureau of Prisons. 

The Park Police and Secret Ser¬ 
vice have had dozens of officers 
out in riot gear in Washington for 
the last few nights, in addition to 
the Metropolitan Police Depart¬ 
ment. U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and other Homeland 
Security agencies were also 
dispatched. 

Most of the protesters have 
been peaceful and tried to dis¬ 
courage violence. 


By Pan Pylas 
and Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Thousands of 
people demonstrated in London 
on Wednesday against police vio¬ 
lence and racial injustice follow¬ 
ing the killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis, which has set 
off days of unrest in the United 
States. 

Chanting “Black lives mat¬ 
ter,” thousands gathered in Hyde 
Park, central London’s biggest 
open space and a traditional pro¬ 
test venue. Many of them passed 
through barriers at the park and 
marched through the streets, 
blocking traffic. There were no 
signs of violence, although some 
sprayed graffiti on walls. 

Some protesters converged on 
Parliament and the nearby office 
of Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
at 10 Downing St. Others headed 
south of the River Thames. 

“Star Wars” actor John Boyega, 
who was born in Britain to Nige¬ 
rian parents and grew up in south 
London’s Peckham neighborhood, 
pleaded tearfully for demonstra¬ 
tors to stay peaceful. 

“Because they want us to mess 
up, they want us to be disorga¬ 
nized, but not today,” he said. 

Boyega recalled the case of Ste¬ 
phen Lawrence, an 18-year-old 
black man from southeast London 
who was stabbed to death in 1993 
as he waited for a bus. The case 
against his attackers collapsed in 
1996, and a government report 
cited institutional racism on the 
part of the London police force as 
a key factor in its failure to thor¬ 
oughly investigate the killing. 

“Black lives have always mat¬ 
tered,” Boyega said. “We have 
always been important. We have 
always meant something. We 
have always succeeded regard¬ 
less and now is the time. I ain’t 
waiting.” 

Police appeared to keep a low 
profile during the demonstration 
and the ensuing marches. 

Earlier, the United Kingdom’s 
most senior police officer said 
that she was “appalled” by Floyd’s 
death and “horrified” by the sub¬ 
sequent violence in U.S. cities. 
Floyd died on May 25 when a 
white Minneapolis officer, Derek 
Chauvin, pressed his knee on the 
handcuffed black man’s neck for 
several minutes. 

“I do want to reassure people 
in London ... that we will contin¬ 
ue with our tradition of policing, 
using minimum force necessary, 
working as closely as we possi¬ 
bly can with our communities,” 
Metropolitan Police Commis¬ 
sioner Dame Cressida Dick told 
the London Assembly police and 
crime committee. 

“Met officers and staff are high¬ 
ly professional, they’re very well 
trained, they’re very restrained 
and they’re also very, very highly 


scrutinized, something we don’t 
flinch from at all,” Dick said. 

While the London protesters 
expressed solidarity with Ameri¬ 
cans protesting Floyd’s death, 
many also pointed to issues closer 
to home. “Racism is a pandemic,” 
said one placard at the London 
demonstration. 

Other protests are taking place 
around the world, including in 
Cape Town, South Africa and in 
Reykjavik, Iceland. 

In Cape Town, about 20 people 
gathered at the gates of the parlia¬ 
ment complex and held up signs 
with the slogans of “Black Lives 
Matter” and “Justice 4 George 
Floyd and Collins Khosa.” 

Khosa died a month ago after 
being confronted by soldiers and 
police in Johannesburg’s Alexan¬ 
dra township. Family members 
said that he died hours after he 
was choked and beaten. 

A South African army inves¬ 
tigation cleared the soldiers of 
wrongdoing, but lawyers for Kho- 
sa’s family have said that they 
will challenge those findings. 

The London demonstrators ap¬ 
peared to ignore coronavirus so¬ 
cial distancing guidelines in the 
U.K., where people have been told 
to stay 6 feet apart. 

Some of them carried plac¬ 
ards saying “Justice for Belly 
Mujinga,” a 47-year-old railway 
station worker who died of the 
coronavirus in April, weeks after 
an incident in which she said that 
she was coughed and spat upon 
by a customer who claimed to be 
infected. 

Her death has come to sym¬ 
bolize the high toll the virus has 
taken on ethnic minority Britons 
and front-line workers — and, 
for some, social injustice. Police 
did not bring charges against the 
man accused of confronting Mu¬ 
jinga, saying that an investigation 
had shown he did not infect her 
and there was no evidence to sub¬ 
stantiate a criminal offense. 

The virus outbreak has exposed 
divisions and inequalities within 
the U.K. A government-commis¬ 
sioned report Tuesday confirmed 
that ethnic minorities in Britain 
experienced a higher death rate 
from COVID-19 than whites. 

Figures from London’s Metro¬ 
politan Police also showed that 
black and ethnic minority Lon¬ 
doners were more likely than 
their white counterparts to be 
fined or arrested for breaking 
lockdown rules barring gather¬ 
ings or nonessential travel. 

The police force said that the 
reasons for the discrepancy were 
“complex.” But Owen West, a for¬ 
mer police chief superintendent, 
said that racism was a potential 
factor. 

“The U.K. police service has 
massive issues with discrimina¬ 
tion ... and I really do think now 
is the time to confront it,” he told 
the BBC. 
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NATION _ 

Biden closer to nomination after latest primaries 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Darren Atkinson wears a mask as he wipes down a voting booth at a voting center during primary voting 
in Washington on Tuesday. 


By Steve Peoples 

Associated. Press 

Joe Biden is on the cusp of for¬ 
mally securing the Democratic 
presidential nomination after 
winning hundreds more delegates 
in primary contests that tested 
the nation’s ability to run elec¬ 
tions while balancing a pandemic 
and sweeping social unrest. 

Biden could lock down the 
nomination within the next week 
as West Virginia and Georgia 
hold primaries. 

On Tuesday, voters across 
America were forced to navigate 
curfews, health concerns and 
National Guard troops — waiting 
in line hours after polls closed in 
some cases — after election of¬ 
ficials dramatically reduced the 
number of in-person voting sites 
to minimize the spread of the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Biden and President Donald 
Trump easily swept their respec¬ 
tive primary contests that ranged 
from Maryland to Montana and 
featured the night’s biggest prize: 
Pennsylvania. The two men are 
certain to face each other on the 
presidential ballot in November, 
yet party rules require them first 
to accumulate a majority of dele¬ 
gates in the monthslong state-by- 
state primary season. 

Trump secured the Republi¬ 


can presidential nomination in 
March. 

Pennsylvania, which offered 
Tuesday’s largest trove of del¬ 
egates, also represented a signifi¬ 
cant test case for Republicans and 
Democrats working to strengthen 
their operations in a premier gen¬ 
eral election battleground. 

Voters were forced to brave 
long lines in “militarized zones” 
because officials consolidated the 
vast majority of polling places in 
Philadelphia to minimize health 
risks, according to Erin Kramer, 
executive director of One Penn¬ 
sylvania. She noted that some 
polling places in African Ameri¬ 
can communities are in police 
stations. 

“Having to stand in line while 
police officers are entering and 
exiting the building on police 
business is not exactly how peo¬ 
ple want to spend their Election 
Day,” Kramer said. 

Biden was in Philadelphia ear¬ 
lier Tuesday to deliver remarks 
about the civil unrest that has 
erupted across the nation after 
the police killing of George Floyd. 
He didn’t talk about the primary, 
instead focusing his attention on 
Trump, whom Biden blasted as 
“more interested in power than in 
principle.” 

Party unity was an afterthought 


this week, however, as more im¬ 
mediate health and safety con¬ 
cerns dominated the national 
conversation. The coronavirus 
death toll has surged past 100,000 
nationwide, and thousands of new 
cases are reported each day. 

At the same time, several major 
cities, particularly Washington, 
D.C., and Philadelphia among 
those voting Tuesday, struggled 


to contain protests and related 
looting that led to thousands of 
arrests. 

Some voters said that Trump’s 
increasingly tough tone toward 
protesters inspired them to par¬ 
ticipate in the democratic pro¬ 
cess. Nicholas Autiello, who 
works in finance in Rhode Island, 
said that he was disturbed by po¬ 
lice driving back peaceful dem¬ 


onstrators near the White House 
on Monday. 

“Last night, we have a presi¬ 
dent who is acting like a dictator,” 
Autiello said. “So being able to 
come out here this morning and 
fill in a circle next to a name for 
someone who I know will restore 
honor and decency to the presi¬ 
dency was so important.” 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Trump seeks another state 
to host GOP convention 

NC governor won’t guarantee health restriction exemption for event 



Ethan Hyman, The (Raleigh, N.C.) News & Observer/AP 


North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper speaks Tuesday about the latest 
information on the coronavirus. Cooper has suggested a scaled-back 
Republican National Convention due to the pandemic. 


By Bryan Anderson, 
Gary D. Robertson 
and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — President 
Donald Trump said he is seeking 
a new state to host this summer’s 
Republican National Convention 
after North Carolina refused to 
guarantee the event could be held 
in Charlotte without public health 
restrictions to contain the coro¬ 
navirus pandemic. 

Trump announced the news via 
tweet Tuesday night, complaining 
that Gov. Roy Cooper, D-N.C., and 
other officials were not “allowing 
us to occupy the arena as origi¬ 
nally anticipated and promised.” 

“Because of @NC_Governor, 
we are now forced to seek another 
State to host the 2020 Republican 


National Convention,” he wrote. 

Some convention business 
probably will take place in Char¬ 
lotte, due to existing obligations. 
But Trump will not accept re¬ 
nomination in the city, according 
to one RNC official, who was not 
authorized to discuss the matter 
publicly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Trump and the RNC had de¬ 
manded that the August conven¬ 
tion be allowed to move forward 
with a full crowd and that par¬ 
ticipants not have to wear face 
coverings. Those demands raised 
concerns in a state that is facing 
an upward trend in its coronavi¬ 
rus cases, with about 29,900 cu¬ 
mulative cases and 900 deaths as 
of Tuesday. About 700 COVID- 
19 patients are hospitalized, and 
Charlotte’s Mecklenburg County 


has been a hot spot, with nearly 
100 deaths. 

“We have been committed 
to a safe RNC convention in 
North Carolina and it’s unfortu¬ 
nate they never agreed to scale 
down and make changes to keep 
people safe,” Cooper tweeted in 
response to Trump’s announce¬ 
ment. “Protecting public health 
and safety during this pandemic 
is a priority.” 

A traditional GOP convention 
brings together roughly 2,500 
delegates, the same number of al¬ 
ternate delegates and many times 
more guests, journalists and se¬ 
curity personnel. Officials in both 
parties have been preparing con¬ 
tingency plans for months given 
the uncertainty and dangers 
posed by the virus and evolving 
restrictions on large gatherings 


meant to slow the spread. 

Trump’s announcement came 
after a call with Cooper on Friday 
in which the president pressed his 
demands. When Trump “insisted 
on a full convention arena with no 
face coverings and no social dis¬ 
tancing, the governor expressed 
concerns and suggested a scaled 
back event with fewer attend¬ 
ees,” Cooper spokeswoman Sadie 
Weiner wrote in an email. “They 
agreed to continue talking about 


ways to have a safe convention in 
Charlotte.” 

But Cooper made clear to 
Trump that those conditions 
would likely be impossible to 
accommodate. Cooper formal¬ 
ized that Tuesday in a letter to 
the RNC, before the Wednesday 
deadline set by the GOP for as¬ 
surances from Cooper that he 
would allow a full-scale event in 
August. 



Gillian Flaccus/AP 


An employee at Bruce’s Candy Kitchen rings up a customer’s purchases from behind 
a protective plastic shield as both wear face masks due to the coronavirus in Cannon 
Beach, Ore. Thousands of tourist-dependent towns are struggling to balance fears of 
contagion with their economic survival. 


Tourist towns 
face a decisive 
summer amid 
restrictions 

By Gillian Flaccus 

Associated Press 

CANNON BEACH, Ore. — As the coro¬ 
navirus raced across America, this quaint 
seaside town did what would normally be 
unthinkable for a tourist destination. 

Spooked by a deluge of visitors, the tiny 
Oregon community shooed people from 
its expansive beaches and shut down hun¬ 
dreds of hotels and vacation rentals over¬ 
night. Signs went up announcing that the 
vacation getaway 80 miles from Portland 
known for towering coastal rock formations 
was closed to tourists — no exceptions. 

“It was unprecedented,” said Patrick 
Nofield, whose hospitality company Es¬ 
cape Lodging owns four hotels in Cannon 
Beach and abruptly laid off more than 400 
employees in March. “We really went into 
survival mode.” 

Now, with summer looming and corona¬ 
virus restrictions lifting, the choices fac¬ 
ing Cannon Beach are emblematic of those 
confronting thousands of other small, tour¬ 
ist-dependent towns nationwide that are 
struggling to balance their residents’ fears 
of contagion with economic survival. It’s a 
make-or-break summer in these vacation 
spots — and the future is still terrifyingly 
unclear. 

“How do you regulate people inundating 
your town on a day-to-day basis?” Nofield 
said. “One of the great things about Ore¬ 
gon is our beaches are free to all. We don’t 
want to take away people’s rights, but how 
do we manage it and still stay safe? That’s 
the thing.” 

Answering that question is especially 
critical for small, rural towns like Cannon 
Beach, which are too far from major cities 
to benefit from their economies and remote 


enough that they worry about medical care 
should infections spike again. 

Clatsop County, which is home to Cannon 
Beach and other small coastal towns, has 
just 45 confirmed cases of the coronavirus 
so far. But Portland — Oregon’s largest 
city — is less than two hours away and saw 
its hospitals overwhelmed with COVID- 
19 patients during the pandemic’s peak. 
Hundreds of tourists also come to Cannon 
Beach from Seattle, where the virus first 
took hold in the U.S. 

The nation has reported more than 
106,000 coronavirus deaths, nearly a third 
of the worldwide total of over 378,000, ac¬ 
cording to a tally kept by Johns Hopkins 
University. 

The annual influx of visitors is a concern 
for this tight-knit community, best known 
for the iconic coastal formation Haystack 
Rock and where a large percentage of its 
1,700 year-round residents are older and 


more susceptible to COVID-19. 

That was one of the factors influenc¬ 
ing the decision to shut down the town so 
abruptly after huge crowds swarmed its 
beaches on a warm March weekend, said 
Jim Paino, executive director of the Can¬ 
non Beach Chamber of Commerce. 

The City Council held an emergency 
meeting and took immediate action, mak¬ 
ing headlines across the region a day before 
Gov. Kate Brown issued her own statewide 
stay-at-home order on March 23. 

“The big fear is the people who don’t 
respect the safety measures. That was 
probably the biggest fear in our commu¬ 
nity at the moment — and it is still,” Paino 
said. But “the businesses are what drive 
our economy, and if we lose too many, 
we’re going to lose the character of Can¬ 
non Beach and the reason everybody loves 
coming here.” 


Wuhan tests 
10M people, finds 
few infections 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — The Chinese city of Wuhan, 
where the coronavirus was first detected 
late last year, has tested nearly 10 million 
people in an unprecedented 19-day cam¬ 
paign to check an entire city. 

It identified just 300 positive cases, all of 
whom had no symptoms. The city found no 
infections among 1,174 close contacts of the 
people who tested positive, suggesting they 
were not spreading it easily to others. 

That is a potentially encouraging devel¬ 
opment because of widespread concern that 
infected people without symptoms could be 
silent spreaders of the disease. 

“It not only makes the people of Wuhan 
feel at ease, it also increases people’s con¬ 
fidence in all of China,” Feng Zijian, vice 
director of China’s Center for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention, told state broadcaster 
CCTV. 

There is no definitive answer yet on the 
level of risk posed by asymptomatic cases, 
with anecdotal evidence and studies to date 
producing conflicting answers. 

Wuhan was by far the hardest hit city in 
China, accounting for more than 80% of the 
country’s deaths, according to government 
figures. 

A city official announced Tuesday that 
the city completed 9.9 million tests from 
May 14 to June 1. If those tested previously 
are included, virtually everyone above the 
age of 5 in the city of 11 million people has 
been tested, said Li Lanjuan, a member of a 
National Health Commission expert team. 

The campaign was launched after a small 
cluster of cases was found in a residential 
compound, sparking concern about a pos¬ 
sible second wave of infections as Wuhan 
emerged from a 214 month lockdown. 

The rapid testing of so many people was 
made possible in part through batch test¬ 
ing, in which samples from up to five peo¬ 
ple are mixed together, Xinhua reported. 
If the result is positive, then the people are 
individually tested. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Italy opens borders ahead of its neighbors 



Claudio Furlan, LaPresse/AP 


A passenger has her temperature taken to check for symptoms of 
COVID-19 before boarding a train in Milan on Wednesday. Italy is 
the first European country to fully open its international borders. 


Associated Press 

ROME — Rome’s Leonardo da 
Vinci airport sprang back to life 
Wednesday as Italy opened re¬ 
gional and international borders 
in the final phase of easing its 
long coronavirus lockdown, but 
it was still an open question how 
other nations would accept Ital¬ 
ian visitors. 

Families and loved ones sepa¬ 
rated by the global pandemic 
could finally reunite but normal¬ 
cy was a long way off. 

Italy is the first European coun¬ 
try to fully open its international 
borders, dropping the 14-day 
quarantine requirement for visi¬ 
tors. But most European nations 
see Italy’s move — which aims 
to boost its collapsed yet critical 
tourism industry — as prema¬ 
ture. Many of them are moving to 
open only on June 15 — and some 
even much later than that. 

Who gets to go where in Europe 
this summer is shaping up to be 
determined by where you live, 
what passport you carry and how 
hard hit your region has been 
during the pandemic. 

U.S. Navy and Air Force of¬ 
ficials in Italy said Wednesday 
they were awaiting a copy of the 
latest Italian decree on travel and 
reviewing regional rules before 


determining whether to change 
any of their restrictions. U.S. 
Army Garrison Italy did not issue 
any new guidance Wednesday. 

At Rome’s international airport, 
Andrea Monti embraced his girl¬ 
friend, Katherina Scherf, in an 
emotional reunion as she arrived 
from Duesseldorf, Germany. 

“We haven’t seen each other 
since before the pandemic,” 
Monti said. 

Still, the airport remained 
lightly used even though Italy’s 
national holiday on Tuesday 
normally kicks off the summer 
domestic tourism season. It was 
scheduled to handle several thou¬ 
sand passengers on Wednesday, 
compared to 110,000 passengers 
on the same day last year. 

Italy also resumed high-speed 
train service between regions for 
the first time since the lockdown 
in early March, checking depart¬ 
ing passengers’ temperatures as 
they accessed the tracks. 

Europe-wide, rules on cross- 
border travel were a patchwork 
of regulations if not a complete 
mishmash. 

Germany said Wednesday that 
it plans to lift a travel warning for 
European countries from June 
15 but it may still advise against 
travel in some cases, for example 
to Britain if quarantine rules 


there remain. 

Germany issued a warning 
against all nonessential foreign 
travel in March. The aim is to 
change that for Germany’s 26 
European Union partners, other 


countries outside the EU that 
are part of Europe’s passport- 
free Schengen travel area, and 
Britain. 

Austria said it is ending bor¬ 
der checks with all its neighbors 


except for Italy, due to lingering 
concerns about coronavirus in¬ 
fections there, particularly hard- 
hit Lombardy. Italy’s neighbor, 
France, also is looking at opening 
its borders on June 15 — although 
French citizens who cross over 
in the meantime are no longer 
subject to quarantines upon their 
return. 

The British government was 
confirming plans Wednesday to 
impose a 14-day quarantine for 
people arriving in the country 
starting next week, despite pleas 
from the travel industry to drop 
the idea and criticism from oth¬ 
ers that the move comes way too 
late to tamp down the country’s 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Britain has seen nearly 39,500 
deaths linked to the virus, the 
highest death toll in Europe and 
second-highest in the world after 
the United States. Europe overall 
has seen 175,000 deaths in the 
pandemic. 

Britain is also talking to other 
countries about setting up “air 
bridges” that would allow certain 
countries or regions to be exempt¬ 
ed from quarantine rules. British 
tourists make up a large portion 
of visitors to Spain and Portugal. 

Stars and Stripes contributed to this 
report. 
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WORLD 


100.000 evacuated in India Germany wants to 
ds cyclone hits nenr Mumbdi 0 f military faster 


Associated Press 

MUMBAI, India — The first cyclone in more 
than a century to hit India’s financial capital of 
Mumbai appeared to have largely spared the me¬ 
tropolis on Wednesday. No deaths or major dam¬ 
ages were reported as workers began clearing 
fallen trees and other debris from affected areas 
along India’s western coastline. 

In the state capital, Mumbai, home to Bolly¬ 
wood, India’s largest stock exchange and more 
than 18 million residents, high winds whipped 
skyscrapers and ripped apart shanties near the 
beach. 

About 10,000 city residents were evacuated, 
municipal officials said. With powerful storms a 
rarity, there were no cyclone shelters, and many 
of the city’s large and sturdy buildings have al¬ 
ready been converted into coronavirus isolation 
or treatment facilities, National Disaster Re¬ 
sponse Force spokesman Krishan Kumar said. 

About 100,000 people were evacuated from 
low-lying areas in Maharashtra and neighboring 
Gujarat. Both states, already among the hardest 
hit by the coronavirus pandemic, activated disas¬ 
ter response teams, fearing extensive flooding. 

Nisarga brought heavy rain and sustained 
winds of 62 to 68 miles per hour through Wednes¬ 
day afternoon after slamming ashore near the 
city of Alibag, about 60 miles south of Mumbai, 
officials said. 



Rajanish Kakade/AP 


Residents of a slum relocate as a precautionary 
measure against Cyclone Nisarga in Mumbai, India, 
on Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — The German gov¬ 
ernment has agreed on a bill that 
would speed up the dismissal of 
soldiers involved in extremism or 
serious crimes. 

Current military rules mean 
that soldiers who have served for 
more than four years can only be 
kicked out after they have been 
convicted of a crime or removed 
as part of a court-led disciplin¬ 
ary procedure. In practice, this 
can mean soldiers remain in the 
military for years until they are 
removed. 

The bill proposed Wednesday 
by Defense Minister Annegret 
Kramp-Karrenbauer allows the 
military to swiftly expel soldiers 
if their continued presence would 
“seriously threaten the mili¬ 
tary order or the reputation of 
the Bundeswehr” and they have 
served fewer than eight years. 

German officials have ex¬ 
pressed alarm over the recent 
discovery of several far-right ex¬ 
tremists in the military, including 
a member of the special forces 


unit KSK who had hoarded weap¬ 
ons, ammunition and explosives 
at home. Last month, the head 
of the unit, Brig. Gen. Markus 
Kreitmayr, told soldiers that he 
wouldn’t tolerate extremism in 
the ranks. 
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A SALUTE 
TO DODEA'S 
CLASS OF 


SPONSORED BY: 


MILITARYSALES 
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Ezgi Akyel 
Sara Amelia 
Jeanna Barrick 
Jacob Buckner 
Madison Closs 
Emely Ehmann 
Abigail Ellis 
Beatrice Esposito 
Jaren Evans 
Ben Garman 

Estrella Gonzalez de Cana¬ 
les de Echanove 
Kathrine Holmsgaard 
Connor Horton 
Adrian Hudson 
Madalyn Jones 
Kiara Jungert 
Ivaylo Kenarov 
Emma Kryway 


William Leonard 
Chelsey Luijkx 
Jvid Matos Aviles 
Sidney Maurer 
Brendan Meade 
Graciela Melendez-Ca- 
pellan 
Israel Perez 
Damian Roberto 
Daniel Roth 
Johanne Sandal 
Alexander Schmidt 
Cian Siedhoff 
Faith Skariah 
Joseph Tudela 
Katharina Waldmann 
Cayden Williams 
Maxwell Zembower 


This year, the graduating class of 2020 all over the world had 
one main goal: to make their senior year the best year yet. 
AFNORTH International School's seniors are no different. 

We played sports, participated in Creative Connections, 
were involved with debate, rose through the ranks in JROTC, 
acted as mentors for younger students, and we had fun. The 
school's community and student body truly allowed us to 
make the most of our last year of high school. Our four na¬ 
tional sections house a number of different nationalities, ten 
of which are also represented in the senior class. Through¬ 
out our experiences here, we have been able to meet peers 
from all over Europe and North America that we likely never 
would have met otherwise. Our high school experience 
has brought us not only lifelong friends, but opportunities 
we never would have had without coming to AFNORTH. It 


is hard to say what life after graduation will bring us, but 
the graduating class of AFNORTH International School will 
always have each other's backs going forward. Our senior 
class motto could not be more fitting than in the moment 
we finally turn our tassels: "Vision without action is merely 
a dream. Action without vision just passes the time. Vision 
with action can change the world."We will continue into 
the world beyond high school with our heads held high. 
Maybe we did not have the senior year we imagined, but it 
definitely turned out memorable. For all of us at AFNORTH, 
it was even more so. 

—Abigail Ellis, AIS Senior Class President 


Although only a class of 31 students, the 
Alconbury Middle High School class of 
2020 is truly a resilient group of young 
leaders. At Alco, we have learned that 
we, the students, make the most of our 
experiences. We may not be able to drive, 
and our school dances only needed a 
small dance floor, but we had each other 
and the determination to make the most 
of high school. We have had the oppor¬ 
tunity to travel long hours throughout 
Europe for varsity sports, Creative Con¬ 
nections, Honors band/choir, culinary 
competitions, robotics, leadership semi¬ 
nars, and Modeled United Nations. Also, 
we finally got a football team after four 
years - just in time for senior year! When 
our seniors weren't travelling, they were 
participating in student council, national 
honor society, fundraising for clubs, and 
supporting our teams while maintaining 
their grades! Because we have a small 
class, we have all grown close over the 
past four years between clubs, travelling, 
and just chatting in the hallway or at the 
Grind Coffee Shop; in other words, this 
class has become a close-knit family that 



Alconbury, England 

Alconbury High School 


can rely on each other for support. 


Unfortunately, just like many other 
seniors, we have had our last quarter of 
high school taken from us; we have had 
to say good-bye to spring sports, prom, 
and the "normal" graduation we had been 
waiting for since freshman year. However, 
this class has come together and sup¬ 
ported each other through this challeng¬ 
ing time. We are so thankful for the op¬ 
portunities, committed teachers, parents, 
and community that have shaped us all 
into the passionate, caring, and strong 
Dragons we have become. Thank you for 
all of your support! 


It has been a busy, yet rewarding last four 
years, and I am very excited to see what 
our class accomplishes after high school. 


"ALCO, YOU KNOW!" 

— Natalie Hayosh, Alconbury Middle High 
School Senior Class of2020 President 


Teigan Benoit 
Avery Bishop 
Gustavo Blanchard 
Christian Boone 
Camilla Boyett 
Zachary Brosnan 
Samantha Burns 
Derick Caples 
Terrica Davis 
Anna Downing 
Marissa Geise 


Sawyer Getschman 
Emiko Groder 
Natalie Hayosh 
Elenia Henry 
Reese Hosack 
Tobias Jones-Worth 
Alanna Markarian 
Shane Mattox 
Dylan Moose 
Josefus Moyd 
Xyon Moyd 


Rebekah Lind Murray 
Sienna Potter 
Cameron Rowley 
Alexis Sanchez 
Spencer Swapp 
Alexandra Szukala 
Margaret Szukala 
Daniel Wolski 
Andre Workeman 
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Binti Abdul Halim, Nur Alya 
Elisa 

Bouakaze-Khan, Anouk Marie 
Suneyra 

Durmu§, Mehmet Emre 


Eddy, Lauren Louise 
Gaziyeva, Nigar 
Ha, Jiwoo 
Lee, Yoon kyum 
Miftari, Arim 


Swart Roberts Cason 
Verma, Diya 
Weinhold, Aiden Bray 


The road to our graduation seems to 
us like it's been a long one. Many of us 
have imagined our journey to this rite 
of passage in a million different ways, 
but none of us could have predicted our 
current circumstances. Instead of being 
something that we read about in novels 
of wars and adventures, lockdowns have 
become a way of life for us here in Turkey. 
Truly, hindsight is 2020 as we look back 
and yearn for the freedom that only 
months ago we took for granted. Indeed, 
these measures have been a test of our 
own creativity and resilience. 

Still with mixed emotions, we stand on 
the precipice of this rite of passage. A se¬ 


rene sense of sadness persists as we say 
farewell to our friends and teachers, and 
yet we are proud of the milestone that 
we are passing and are excited for our fu¬ 
tures. We are grateful and indebted to our 
parents for providing tremendous oppor¬ 
tunities for us, to our teachers for guiding 
us academically, to countless mentors for 
their inspiration and spiritual guidance, 
and to the many unsung heroes such as 
bus monitors and janitors for providing 
us with safe, clean, organized places to 
study. Our time spent together has been, 
is, and will remain unforgettable. 

— Mehmet Emre Durmu$, 
Senior Class President 



Ansbach, Germany 

Ansbach High School 


This year definitely took a turn, but no 
matter what, our Ansbach class of 2020 
graduates will finish with a bang! Although 
my class of 2020 didn't get to finish our last 
year like we would have wanted, that does 
not stop us from being the hardworking, 
diligent, dedicated students we are. Almost 
half of the Ansbach class of 2020 will earn 
a DoDEA Honors Diploma. Furthermore, 
we were also engaged in various school 
and community activities. All ranging from 
theatre, Model UN, ROTC, Educators Rising, 


student council, NHS, S2S, after school jobs, 
managers, and athletics. We took advantage 
of being in a small school and having the 
opportunity to be leaders and develop these 
life-long skills which will help us pave our 
paths to success. As a class we want to thank 
our teachers, administration, and faculty for 
doing the best they can to help us succeed. 
WE MAY BE SMALL BUT WE ARE MIGHTY! 

—Cheska Caranto, 
AMHS Senior Class President 



Alina Morecraft 
Anjelina Lopez-Turrey 
Annika Daniels-Matthews 
Austin Couch 
Caison Duplessie 


Cameron Rodriguez 
Celine Liptrot 
Cheska Caranto 
Cooper Robertson 
Dustin Martin 


Jasmine Rivera 
Madeline Liverar 
Pearl Reyes 
Pryce O'Connor 
Tiera Young 



Aviano, Italy 

Aviano High School 


Alvarado, Kailie 
Blechinger-Wu, Sara 
Brooks, Malachai 
Broome, Benjamin 
Capehart, Rayana 
Christal, Aniya 
Cottingham, Cayden 
Estrera, Angela 
Fortier, Makayla 
Francois, Javari 
Francois, Javon 
Garst, Kenzie 
Harris, Mackenzie 
Hauser, Michael 


Herrera, Ethan 
Hodgson, Gabriel 
Kahalekomo, Kanalu 
Kandle, Danielle 
Kindrick, Baylee 
Leyva, Jeremiah 
McClay-Couffer, Robert 
Moyano, Martin 
Newman, Mackensie 
Resch, Alyssa 
Richbourg, Alissa 
Rivera, Connie 
Rivera, Corina 
Robertson, Colby 


Robinson, Donavin 
Sarmiento, Joyselle 
Sauceda, Jocelyn 
Smith, Nicholas 
Solheim, lliana 
Stephens, Donato 
Suttle, Gabriel 
Vasquez, Jasmine 
Vaughns, Dametrique 
Woodruff, Alison 
Woodruff, Ashley 



The Class of 2020 at Aviano High School has had a memorable year, and we will definitely 
remember this for many years to come. As we started the year, we thought it was going to be 
a normal year, filled with all the joys of being a high school senior. We began the year by win¬ 
ning the D-ll Football Championship for the second year in a row and continued our success 
in the winter during the wrestling and basketball seasons; then we learned that life isn't al¬ 
ways a straight path. Our entire school was excited for Spring Sports, as we were the defend¬ 
ing D-ll Baseball and Boys and Girls Track champions; we were ready to win those titles again. 
We were ready to win more banners for our school. Then life threw us a nasty curveball called 
COVID-19 and we had to adapt to the new game. Things may not have turned out the way we 
had envisioned them, but this pandemic has taught us to embrace what we have and make 


the most out of an unfortunate situation.The seniors have learned to adapt by doing some 
team bonding activities through video calls. During Spring Break we had a Scavenger Hunt, 
Trivia Night, Amazing Race, and a Movie Night to keep us close and to have some fun while 
stuck at home. As a class we would like to thank our amazing sponsors for doing everything 
they can to keep us happy and to make us feel loved this entire school year. Mr. and Ms. Lehde 
have treated us like we are a part of their family, and have continued to try and make this the 
graduation we always dreamed of having. The Aviano community has also been exceedingly 
supportive, and we could not be more thankful for all of their love. 

— Ashley Woodruff, 
Aviano High School Senior Class President 
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— Salim Salu, Class of2020 President 


Manama, Bahrain 

Bahrain Elementary High School 


The coronavirus tragically brought our class's time in 
school to an abrupt end, and many of us are suffer¬ 
ing from its far-reaching effects, whether directly or 
indirectly. Regardless, the Bahrain Middle High School's 
Senior Class of 2020 are staying optimistic and are 
looking forward to the future rather than lamenting on 
the uncertainty of the present. This year's senior class 
has faced some unique challenges. We didn't have a 
homecoming, prom or a senior dinner. In addition, sev¬ 
eral sports seasons and trips were canceled as a result 
of the virus. However, despite these constant setbacks, 
we still managed to persevere and are now ready to go 
out into the world and face new challenges. For some, 
their next challenge will be university. For others, join¬ 
ing the military. Some students may even take a gap 
year in order to find themselves. Regardless of what 
the future holds for us, we are positive that all of us will 
be successful in our endeavors. Congratulations to the 
Bahrain Middle High School Class of 2020! 


Tasneem Abd Khair 

Najdat Anwar 

Mahari Fussell 

Ganna Abdallah 

Faisal Audah 

Natsumi Gibo 

Ahmad Abed 

Jackie Bartholomew 

Lucas Gunn 

Hania Salman Ahmed 

Kara Booker 

Imane Hamani 

Jad Akkad 

Charlee'Reese Kimberlee 

Meryem Hamani 

Ahmed Mansoor AlAali 

Davids 

Afraz Hammad 

Fahad Waleed AlAlawi 

Johan de Greef 

Alliyah Hughes 

Siddiq Ghaleb Almahmood 

Salman Dewani 

Makayla Jones 

Khalid Thamer Al Shater 

Mark El Khoury 

Noor Khoury 

Kacie Nicole Alvarez 

Zead Mahmoud Elzayat 

Cooper Lawrence 

Hatem Amin 

Nicole Froneman-Gerber 

Tianii Lawrence 


Griffin Lasear Lotson 
Jude Lynch 
Ryan Mcleod 
Morgan Meder 
Aema Mustafa 
Kaitlyn Muth 
Maya Nabulsi 
Jasmine Osman 
Jun Pang 
Tucker Pullen 
Tallon Ridling 


Ernesto Rivera 
Joe Robertson 
Haley Rowe 
Meilan Russell 
Amena Saif 
Salim Salu 

MarkSanschargrin Jr. 
Mohamed Satra 
Kinnedy Ra'nee Sawyer 
Chase Smith 
Grace Smith 


Lily Smith 
Tofunmi Sodeinde 
AliTehranie 
Alec Weerasundara 
Jessica Wei 
Carmen Wells 

Alejandro Wittrock-Fernandez 
Kamryn Young 
Iman Zulkiflie 


As we approach the end of our high school career, we 
would like to thank the Baumholder community for all 
their love and support. We have been through many 
challenging obstacles throughout our life, but we have 
overcome these obstacles with the support and guid¬ 
ance from our educators, family members, and friends. 
As military children, we have learned to adapt to 
change frequently due to our parents'jobs. It has not 
always been easy, but we have met many great people 
along the way to help us through these hardships. One 
of the hardest challenges we have faced today is finish¬ 
ing our senior year through digital learning. We never 
would have imagined spending the end of our high 
school year without the typical high school traditions, 
such as walking the stage or even attending prom. 

Even though this year did not go as we planned, this 
will make us stronger in the end. We wish the class of 
2020 the best of luck in their future endeavors. As the 
class president I would like to say that we finally made 
it. We are strong and we are the Bucs, Class of 2020. 

— Danyel Valdez, 
Baumholder Senior Class President 


Baumholder, Germany 


Baumholder Middle High School 



Assa,Tresor Emmanuella Garcia, Tyler 

Baldevia, Gavin Christopher Huxtable, Laurence 

Collins, Alandis Jackson, Makayla 

Daep, Isaiah Jacobsen, Jasmine 

Dorsey, Mia James, Hylen 


King, Noel 
Murphy, Quentin 
Pierce, Skye 
Ramos, Juan 
Ridling, Calissa 


Rivera-deleon, Yareliss 
Serrato, Alexandra 
Sweeney, I'Yana 
Valdez, Danyel 
Wittig, Michele 
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Brussels American School Senior Class 
of 2020. We did it! This seemingly end¬ 
less year has finally come to an end. The 
countless hours spent studying, sleepless 
nights spent doing homework, and the 
vast amount of time spent looking at the 
clock have come to an end... for now. The 
Class of 2020 is a very special class. We 
are academically driven with most of our 
students taking anywhere from one to six 
AP classes in their senior year! Our seniors 
have shown us that slacking off is never an 
option, not even when senoritis hits. Our 
seniors make up a majority of the National 
Honors Society here at Brussels American 
School. We also have seniors who play 
an active role in the Army Teen Panel and 
volunteer in their community. 

We are always working towards the future, 
even if that means spreading our time 
across many different avenues. Some have 
even taken the extra step and participated 
in NYLF Advanced Medicine to gain expo¬ 
sure to the field of healthcare throughout 
high school. Not only are our seniors 
pushing past their limits in academics, 
they are also pushing past their limits 
in athletics. Most, if not all, of the senior 
class participated in DODEA sports. From 
waking up before the crack of dawn for 
morning practices to getting ready to hop 
on the bus at 3 A.M. for an 8-hour long bus 
ride, the countless hours spent putting 
our sweat and hard work on the court and 
field will not be forgotten. 

Europe will remain a time where our 


seniors get to show off the skills they have 
honed over the years. Many of them have 
received awards such as All-Tournament 
and All-Conference. Sadly, our seniors did 
not have the chance to finish off their last 
spring sports season due to circumstances 
beyond our control. One of the most spe¬ 
cial things to me about our class, outside 
of academics and athletics, remains the 
cultural diversity at BAS. With students 
from all over the globe, we are given 
such great exposures to different ways of 
thought and beliefs. In a world as diverse 
as the one we all live in, this ability to 
remain open-minded and understanding 
differences is an important takeaway. 

The BAS 2020 senior class has grit, perse¬ 
verance and dedication; all values that will 
greatly help us as we begin to navigate 
this new chapter in our lives. While the 
last few months of senior year have been 
different than we all envisioned, I am 
extremely proud of my senior classmates. 
As I sit here and reflect, I am proud of the 
adaptability and sense of community 
my classmates have shown, as well as 
gratitude for all our experiences these 
last 4 years. I am sure Zoom graduation 
ceremonies will be one for the books, 
but I am forever grateful for the experi¬ 
ences and exposures we have been given 
through DODEA, Belgium and BAS. I am so 
excited for what is in store for all of us in 
the future! GO BRIGANDS!!!! 

— Savannah Vitale, 
President of Class 2020 



Amirkhan Bazeken 
Volkan Ceylan 
Skylar Condon 
Paulo Fernandes 
Shoshana Goldfein 
Collin Hebner 
William Hernandez 


Houston Hutchison 
Anastasiia Kaiuk 
liana Lybarger 
Mary Noe 
ZaferOzkeroglu 
Ognjen Pavlovic 
Jalen Pollard 


Radina Purkovic 
David Sic 

Michael Stephenson 
Kalani Villa 
Savannah Vitale 



Hohenfels is an interesting place. For starters, it's pretty 
small. I remember my first day of school walking into 
a class that only had four students. Shocked, I thought 
that maybe a global pandemic happened and every¬ 
one was asked to stay home. Little did I know that is 
how we would actually end our high school career 
here at Hohenfels. This modest number of students 
meant that everyone knew each other fairly well. Sport 
teams started to feel like family by the end of each sea¬ 
son, and everyone would have great memories to take 
with them. A personal favorite is singing the National 
Anthem on the bus with my volleyball team while trav¬ 
eling to the Netherlands. Like most military schools, 
classmates come and go at a more frequent rate, but 
anytime there was a new kid, a week later it would feel 
like they had always been a part of our school. Hohen¬ 
fels has an astonishing ability to make everyone feel 
accepted, which is quite impressive considering the 
diversity amongst our small community. For the three 
years that I have been here it has changed me for the 
better, pushing me to try new things and revealing my 
true potential. It is where I met my closest friends that 
now feel like family. I know that this is not how every¬ 
one envisioned graduating, but I wish the best for my 
fellow graduates, that we may all do good in this world 
and be able to achieve our dreams. Farewell Hohenfels. 


— Elyse Doyle, 
Hohenfels Class of2020 Graduate 


Hohenfels, Germany 

Hohenfels Middle High School 


Alokoa, Clara 
Brewer, Paul 
Clay, Maximilian 
Darby, Mitchell 
Davis, Jackson 
Doyle, Elyse 


Elekes, Eliza 
Ford, Charles 
Gamez, Angelie 
Gutierrez, Arith 
Gutierrez, David 
Jones, Christopher 


King, Sydney 
Kitt, Matthew 
Lankford, Liam 
Love, Caleb 
Maricle, Maicie 
Martinez, Esmeralda 


Ngiraibai, Ellechel 
Nicoreanu, Marina 
Peterson, Zachary 
Remy, Cameron 
Ritchey, Jasmine 
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Karen Acosta 
Angel Aguilar 
Iva Ahlstrom 
Carter Allen 
Natalia Allen 
Kelsey Armistead 
Genorace Armstrong 
Ezekiel Aruwah 


Madison Bailer 
Rebecca Barnoski 
Lorelei Bearss 
Kierstynn Beasley 
Alexander Begin 
Chloe Begin 
Matthew Bender 
Alisha Benoit 


Wow, what an amazing and sometimes crazy four 
years it has been getting to spend my time at 
Kaiserslautern High School. The class of 2020 is prob¬ 
ably one of the most resilient classes yet. 

Our sophomore year was spent trying to navigate the 
old school when the roof caved in and all 
of the classes were moved around. Junior year we 
moved into the new school having to figure 
out how things would change from the old building. 
Then senior year came and what we had 
anticipated to be the best year of high school filled 
with getting to spend our final moments here with 
our friends and walking the stage at graduation was 
quickly changed when COVID-19 
continued to spread. Now, we can no longer experi¬ 
ence a normal graduation ceremony that we 
have all been dreaming about for the last 12 years. It's 
hard to believe that in less than a month 
we will all be graduating and moving on to do great 
things. I have come to know most of my 
classmates very well and it's crazy to me that four 
years ago, we were all incoming freshmen 
nervous about what high school would bring. For me, 
high school has brought resiliency, 
ambition, imagination, determination, empowerment, 
and reliability. I will never forget the 
lessons I have learned and the friends I have made 
while being here in Kaiserslautern. I'm so 
proud to be in the class of 2020 and a Raider. "Once a 
Raider, Always a Raider" 

— Korin Harris, 

Senior Class President, Kaiserslautern High School 


Marianna Bifulco 

Raechyll Foster 

Daniel Black 

Mahina Gales 

Ian Blankenbeker 

Michael Galvez 

Evan Bridges 

Gabriel Garcia 

Gianna Broccoli 

Ainsley Gibson 

Audrey Broome 

Sierra Goode 

Parker Broome 

Michael Grange 

Jacob Brown 

Christopher Gray 

Lyric Brown 

Mason Green 

Kabryni Bruening 

Ryan Haddock 

Jeremiah Bush 

Jerrome Hamilton 

Darius Camp 

Korin Harris 

Faith Carey 

Mallory Harris 

Tyler Carpenter 

Maya Henderson 

Christopher Christensen 

Nicholas Henry 

Alexis Cochran 

Stephan Hernandez-Cooley 

Ethan Cooper 

Dylan Hilton 

Fiona Daniel 

Devon Holly-Mason 

Desiree Daniels 

Juliana Hosey 

Virginia Dene 

Josefine llle 

Gaelan Dipaola 

Corie James 

Giannis Dones 

Bryce Jersey 

Jillian Donmoyer 

Jackson Kane 

Tre'vorious Dotson 

Alexandre Kelly 

Derek Dubon 

Abigail Kirby 

Adin Dubose 

Justin Kress 

Brianna Duncan 

Alexis Lampley 

Kayla Dyer 

Ashley Little 

Lily Ekern 

Allison Lowe 

Katerina Evans 

Shannon Luoma 

Rocio Fernandez 

Amin Mais 

Jasmine Ferrell 

Jermaine Maisonet 

Star Flannigan 

Elisabeta Manning 

Xavien Folkes 

Kandice McTaggart 


Over the course of a lifetime, a person can expect to experi¬ 
ence a significant amount of change. Military life is full of 
these changes and taught us to be flexible and resilient. 

Adjusting to change can be difficult, as even positive 
life transitions tend to cause some stress. As high school 
seniors, this quarantine has seemed to just chop off the fun 
part of our senior year. We had made it so far and we were 
so close to getting to experience all the exciting events and 
traditions set aside for seniors. This includes our graduation 
ceremony, senior picnic, prom, theme weeks, and much 
more. Our days have blurred into indoor activity seeking, 
aimless searching on Netflix, Google Classroom assign¬ 


Michael Mitchell 

Esteban Rodriguez 

Emma Moak 

Nathaniel Rodriguez 

Randy Moon 

Noel Rodriguez 

Brandon Morris 

Cassandra Ross 

Hunter Murphy 

Anatolia Russo 

Samuel Newberry 

Elizabeth Ryktarsyk 

John Newby 

Catherine San Miguel 

Mason Nolen 

Tamarea Santiago Reyes 

Andrew Obermiller 

Aiden Shivers 

Isaak Pacheco 

Erin Soledispa 

Isabella Pacheco 

Mackenzie Stone 

Lia-Sophie Palata 

JalenTate 

Tejan Parnell 

Mercedes Taylor 

Kaylia Penafiel 

Avoy Tejada 

Caleb Penaflor 

Joan Teuber Martinez 

Mathias Perin 

Jordan Thompson 

Dovan Pierre-Louis 

Juan Toledo 

Isabelle Ploechinger 

Kristopher Urbina 

Darren Plotnick 

Jacob Velasquez-Gil 

Michael Plueger 

Ryan Ward 

Suvanna Ponjun 

S'Ade Warren 

Angelina Popovic 

Michiel Watkiins 

Olaitan Powdar 

Megan Whitley 

Brannoc Pugsley 

Adrianna Williams 

Evelynn Quesada 

Asia Williams 

Gabriela M. Ramirez 

Azora Williams 

Gabriela Ramirez 

Ethan Williams 

Ethan Rangel 

Louisa Wine 

Elyssiah Register 

Noah Wolfe 

Philipp Rimmler 

Jessica Wood 

Ramon Rivera-Cordero 

Ana Zayas-Taylor 

Alexis Robertson 

Makenna Zielske 

David Robinson 

Erika Zimmermann 

Jace Robinson 

Paola Zorrilla 


ments, virtual conversations with differing opinions flying 
left and right. People brought their cats to join in the fun, 
family members popped in and out of the frames, and the 
controlled chaos felt incredible. Practicing positive attitude 
will set the appropriate tone resulting in bringing out the 
best in all of us, not only now, but for our bright futures. 
This is not all about losing precious high school memo¬ 
ries, this is applauding performances that will live long in 
memory and history. 

— Giannis Dones, 

Senior Class Vice President, Kaiserslautern High School 
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This definitely is not how I thought I'd be giving my 
graduation speech, but here I am: talking to you virtu¬ 
ally. I hope you all have stayed safe and healthy. First, 
I'd like to thank our teachers and staff from both this 
school and all of the schools we have each attended. 
This moment would not be possible without their 
support. I'd also like to thank each of our parents and 
mentors. They've shaped who we are and given us 
more than we could have asked for. 

The military has led most of us across the globe to 
multiple different schools, countries, and bases. We've 
dealt with immense change that most adults never 
experience. Some of us watched as family members 
deployed to serve our country. Some of us have been 
here our entire lives. But the one thing the military 
has taught all of us is that making the most of where 
you are in every moment is the key to truly living. 
Certainty and structure has never been a part of our 
lives. There is always another move, another PCS 
season, another goodbye, and now, apparently, a pan¬ 
demic on a scale that hasn't happened in a little over 
a century. Most people don't come to this realization 
until much later in life and this pandemic amplifies 
the fact even more: Live in the moment! 

This was paraphrased best by Jennifer Garner: "At 
some point, you will realize that there is no finish line 
to cross. There is no moment when you're just sup¬ 
posed to be happy. While you wait for those moments 
your life is happening. Isn't it enough?" 

As we move on, and hopefully move out, I hope we all 
choose to seek joy in every moment. Time is always 
moving and circumstances always change. So don't 
get caught up in the "what's next" mentality. Enjoy ev¬ 
ery moment that life gives you, because that is what 
really counts. 

I know this year will be memorable for reasons we 
hadn't hoped. A lot of the future remains uncertain 
for us. But, as DoDDS kids, we thrive on uncertainty. 

In every struggle, there is growth and appreciation 
for the good in the world. I am proud to be part of the 
class of 2020. This is only the beginning. 

— Rayna Alexander, President, Class of2020 


Nichilah Akerele 

Soloman Chishti 

Meagan Akers 

Jocelyn Choi 

Rayna Alexander 

Brendan Conklin 

Mali Allen 

Tyler Crews 

William Arenibar 

Collin Croly 

Morgan Bent 

Kylee Davis 

Max Blake 

Jasmine Delao 

Kiera Bonner 

Destiny Fullington 

Joanna Bradford 

Victoria Garcia 

Karlee Brennan 

Gabriella Garnica 

Brenna Broussard 

Daidriana Giles 

Kaleigh Brown 

Joseph Glenk 

Nicholas Brown 

Courtney Goodman 

Anissa Bryant 

Lydia Graham 

Aspen Caldwell 

Theodore Gravlin 

Jonas Castillo 

Isaac Haffner 

Prasila Castro 

Brigitta Hedstrom 

Matthew Cavanaugh 

Miranda Hinz 

Robert Chacon 

Aaliyah Holden 

Carissa Chae 

Caitlin Holtzlander 


Shaykyra Hopkins 

Alexys Otten 

Madeline Horton 

Madisyn Peterson 

LaSean Jackson 

Jaiden Roa 

Hannah Jenkins 

Malaya Roberts 

Jayden Johnson 

Anthony Scifo 

Amourai Keller 

Philip Severance, Jr. 

Ethan King 

Nadja Shumpert 

Devin Laroya 

Liam Smart 

Tatyanna Leach 

Emma Spotanski 

Caroline Leemaster 

Eliana Tapia 

Mykela Leemaster 

Leila-JaneTercero 

James Long 

Wyatt Twining 

Conrad Matteson 

Samantha Valentin 

Keagan Mayes 

Payton Watkins 

Michael McGhee 

Samuel Weme 

Caleb McIntosh 

Charlotte White 

Piper Moad 

Hannah Wint 

Christopher Murray 

Chris Woolston 

Aiden Ochoa 


Agustina Olguin 




Naples, Italy 

Naples High 


Burleson, Kyle 
Caimares, Melannie 
Calumpang, Antonio 
Carreon, Gabriel 
Cassity, Cassie 
Cassity, Charlotte 
Cherry, Diamond 
Clark, Kellan 
Coronado, Nicole 
Cumagun, Nicholas 
Desilets, Tristan 
Diaz, Roman 
Farinas, Makaela Noelani 
Feldmeyer, Hannah 
Fischer, Alexander 
Fletcher, Griffin 
Forero, Giancarlo 
Foshee, Gabriel 
Frymire, Zahra 
Garcia, Alexandra 
Grant, Aimee 
Gumabon, Ethan 
Hairston, Marcus 
Hanford-Garcia, Matthew 
Holland, Tyrell 
Houseworth, Abigail 
Houseworth, Adah 
Jean-Louis,Tricia 
Johnson,Sydney 
Joseph, Kelly 


Kidd, Jeremy 
Krieger, Jaden 
Laird, Vanessa 
Larrivee, Gabriel 
Lashmann, Zofia 
Linderman, Robert 
Logsdon, Ashleigh 
Luminarias, Nicholas 
Maclin, Daniel 
Manning, Tatiana 
McDonough, Monique 
Mihalik, Nikolas 
Milius, Megan 
Miller, Chloe' 

Mitchell, Robert 
Naylor, Freyja 
North, Isabelle 
Padilla, Drew 
Quinton, Mikaila 
Rawlins, Mia 
Reid, Daphne 
Salas, Xzavyer 
Schoff, Rosalynn 
Scott, Taneesha 
Snyder, Eleonora 
Stefa nos, Jewet 
Sullivan, April 

Villanueva Cruz, Abdielomar 
Woods, Alexander 
Yubonmun, Sirichai 


We've had an interesting year, to say 
the least. A senior Year unlike any oth¬ 
er, one where we spent a good part of 
it away from school and stuck in our 
homes. With all that has happened we 
missed out on a lot of the "senior expe¬ 
rience", but in exchange, we received 
a different kind of experience. We've 
seen how fragile the world is and how 
easy it is for it to be disrupted. What 
will you do with that experience? Well, 
that's up to you to decide. 

I don't think I can stand here and 
pretend to be who I am not and give 
all of you advice about the future or 
life lessons and I'm certainly not here 
to give everyone the save the environ¬ 
ment speech we've all heard a hun¬ 
dred times. I'm a graduating senior. I 
know next to nothing about how the 
real-world works. It's not my place to 
teach anyone anything about it. What 
I'm here to tell everyone is a more 
objective look at us and the world 
we're heading into. We, the graduating 
class of 2020, stand at the door of a 
world plagued by an unprecedented 
pandemic that will surely leave the 
world considerably changed, and in 


all likelihood, a little worse for wear. 

But though things might seem grim I'd 
like to get you to see it differently. I see 
this changing world as an opportunity 
for all of us to change along with it, an 
opportunity to take that leap into the 
unknown and emerge better than we 
were before. 

For the past 18 years, we have been 
imbued knowledge into by everyone 
around us,The people around us 
have prepared us for this moment 
right here were we step out of school 
and into the real world. An important 
part of our education came from our 
teachers who guided us throughout 
school life and to who we should owe 
so much gratitude.To many of us, me 
included, the true heroes that made 
the past 18 years amazing, and that 
helped us grow not only as students 
but as people are our parents. They 
have shown us how the world works 
and helped us grow to be good 
people that can have a positive impact 
on the world and for that, we should 
be infinitely grateful for everything 
they do for us. They have passed onto 
skills and morals that will lead us as we 


continue on our journey out of High 
school and into the real world. 

So wherever you are heading after 
high school, whether it be college, 
university, or directly into the work¬ 
force or military, we will be able to 
bring the world back up from where it 
fell, and if we do it right we can bring 
it back better than before. We, all of us, 
graduating seniors in this room, have 
the potential to leave our mark on the 
world and change it for the best. It's 
up to you to grab onto that potential 
and climb it to success. We are the 
future; we are the ones that can make 
a change and I know that you will all 
go out there and do your part to make 
the world a better place. 

— Gabriel Larrivee 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


AVIANO HIGH 
SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


KAISERSLAUTERN 
HIGH SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 




Congratulations, 
Benjamin Broome! 

We are proud of you! 
Love, Mom & Dad 



Derek! 

We are so proud of you! 
Te queremos! 

Karen, Carlos, and Maddox 




Congratulations, 

Mason! 

We are proud of 
who you are and excited for 
what you will become! 



Congratulations, 

Gianna! 

Your life is your story.make 

yours a best seller! 

Love Mom and Dad 


CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


RAMSTEIN 
HIGH SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 



Congratulations, 

Isabelle! 

We are so proud of you 
in every way! This world 
desperately needs you! 
The best is yet to be! 




Congratulations, 

Bryce! 

We love you, buddy 
and so very proud of you! 
Mom and Dad 



Congratulations, 

Matthew! 


We are very proud of you! 

Love Aid, Dad, 
Samuel and Charles 


Bryce! 

be BOLD, 
be COURAGEOUS, 
be YOU! 

We are so proud of you! 
love you. 


We’re proud of your 
accomplishments! 
Excel at William & Mary! 
Love, Mom, Dad & Colin 



Congratulations, 

Logan! 

Covid-19 may have ended an 
epic year early, but you can 
look to the future with your 
head held high!! Mom & Dad 




Congratulations, 

Rachel! 



Congratulations, 

Matthew! 


You've always done your 
best and we are really proud 
of you! We love you! 



Congratulations, 

Makenna! 


We are so proud of you and 
your accomplishments. We 
know you will be successful 
at Baylor University. 



Kaden! 


We are so very proud 
of you, Kades! We love you! 
Mom and Dad. 



Congratulations, 
Jason Jones Jr.! 


We are incredibly 
proud of you! 
We love you 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


STUTTGART 
HIGH SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 



Chenoa! 


We are so proud of you and 
your accomplishments. 
Remember, go after what 
you want, achieve greatness, 
and stay humble! 
Congrats, Mom & Dad. 



Congratulations! 


Congrats on accomplishing 
this amazing milestone in 
your life! We’re so proud 
of you Ryan! 

Love Mom & Dad 



Congratulations, 

Erin! 


We are so proud of your 
perseverance and determination 
throughout your senior year. 
Look out world, here she comes! 
Mom, Dad & Jacob 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


VICENZA HIGH 
SCHOOL 

CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 


Congratulations, 

Isabel! 

On your graduation and 
plans for college! 

We love you! 

Mom and Dad 


Congratulations, 

Madi! 

We are so proud of you and the 
woman you have become. Remem¬ 
ber - "it's okay, it's okay, it's okay"! 
Love Always, Mama and Daddy 



Congratulations, 
Ella Bella! 


We are so proud of you. 
Keep reaching for the stars. 
Love Mom, Dad, and Jack 



Congratulations, 

Calvin! 

We are so proud of your 
accomplishments and of the 
man you have become! 
Follow God's lead! 

Love, Mom & Dad 



Congratulations, 

Emily! 


We are proud of your accom¬ 
plishments and the person 
that you have become. 
Love, Mom & Dad 




Congratulations, 
Brandon Darby! 


We are proud of you! 
With love: 

Mom, Dad, and Maya (sister) 



Congratulations, 


James! 

Life is like riding a bicycle. 
To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving. 

- Einstein 


CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL THE 


KANSAS 

UNIVERSITY 


CLASS OF 2020 

GRADUATES! 




Congratulations, 

Tessa! 

We are so proud of all you 
have accomplished, 
we love you! 

Mom and Dad 



Congratulations, 

Lucas! 


We are proud of you & all your 
hard work. We know you will do 
amazing at Texas Tech! 

Dad, Mom & Julia 



Congratulations, 

Malea! 


You do everything with Soul, 
Creativity, and Love, in addition to 
putting something of Yourself into 
your Work. You are truly amazing. 



Congratulations, 

Corey! 


We are proud of you, 
KU grad! 

-The Gosch Family 
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This year, Ramstein High School has one of the stron¬ 
gest classes to ever graduate from it's shabby building. 
With this powerful class, we were able to become D1 
Dodea European Champions in Wrestling, Baseball, 
and Girls Volleyball; all within this year. We also have 
over 50 NHS members, a Green Boot Certificate from 
Environmental Club, and a win from Educators Rising 
Competitions. With everything going as planned for 
senior year, we got cut short. We lost many opportu¬ 
nities and chances to become even greater. We also 
might even lose our chance to attend our Graduation 
and have our breath before adulthood. With a group 
of over 200 students, our drive is overlooked. In a dull 
building with absurdly small hallways, our school con¬ 
tains individuals that accepted this bad news and will 
head strongly out to become the future role models. 
We can't be beat. Go Royals! 

— Sophia Pak, 

Ramstein High School Class of2020 President 


Abell, Anna 
Adams, Jacob 
Aguilar, Gabriel 
Alcon, Nathaniel 
Aleem,Tashayla 
Aljandali, Ramzy 
Allen, Katelyn 
Allred, Leslie 
Alusha, Noah 
Angeles, Chris 
Arabe, Kai-Logan 
Arizpe, Dominique 
Arroyo-Guzman, Yianna 
Arruda, Devon 
August, Casey 
Austria, Kalee 
Balidio, Trinity 
Barksdale-Tarver, Devin 
Barney, Grace 
Batista, Juan-Manuel 


Baxter, William 
Biddington, Hunter 
Bingham, Alex 
Bogeman, Heather 
Bradford, Emily 
Breton-Hall, Christion 
Brevard, Jerrell 
Brink, Michael 
Bruce, Tamiya 
Buitrago, Sofia 
Campbell, Logan 
Campos, Holden 
Cantarero George, Estes 
Carreno, David 
Castro, Alexis 
Cedeno, Aailani 
Cirello, Isabella 
Cirello, Zachary 
Clark, Tyler 
Cobb, Alexus 


Coddington, Isabella 
Colon, Diego 
Cooper, Michael 
Corgan, Emma 
Crane, Natalia 
Crosley, Vernal 
D'lppolito, Gabrielle 
Dallara, Christina 
Dallara, Kasey 
DeJean, Annika 
Delanoy, Gabriel 
Dial, Dylan 
Dickinson, Hannah 
Dube', Owen 
Dudley, Isabelle 
Easterling, Alexandria 
Edwards, Trinity 
Emery, Ashleigh 
Famularcano, Jacob 
Figueroa-Santiago, Luis 
Fiore, Sophia 
Foster, Caitlin 
Galindo, Jaelynn 
Gallo, Maia 
Garcia, Bryana 
Garcia, Owen 
Garner, Zane 
Gary, Marcus 
Gedeon, Keiana 
Gillispie, Tyler 
Golden, Jacob 
Goode, Caprinia 
Goods, TeCori 
Gresham, Chloe 
Grimes, Austin 
Grogean, Christopher 
Gruber-Walters, Natascha 
Hall, Lynia 
Hall, Zain 
Hansen, Kyle 
Hargis II, Lance 
Harris, Jillian 
Harrison, Michela 
Heath, Jacob 
Hernandez, Kaiya 


Hickman, Catherine 
Hill, Caleb 
Hogan,Sean 
Holmes, Tamar 
Hood, Kelty 
Hunsinger, Lelise 
Ireland, Hannah 
Jantz, Jonathan 
Jenssen, Claudio 
Jimenez, Megan-Elizabeth 
Johnson, Annabel 
Johnson, Benjamin 
Jones, Jason 
Karnes, Siera 
Kaufman, Jaedyn 
Kent, Rachel 
Kisch, Thomas 
Knack, Clara 
Kohl, Briana 
Kyler, Diamonique 
LaMothe, Nathan 
Lassiter, Tamar 
Lavis, Elliot 
Lavis, Myles Thomas 
Lebakken, Caleb 
Leibl, Emily 
Leitz, Enrique 
Leon Guerrero, Patricia 
Lingens, Sean 
Linza, Joseph 
Little, Jerod 
Lopez, Elijah 
Lopez, Kayla 
Lowe, Christian 
Mackie, Conner 
Maez, Isaiah 
Markus, Connor 
May, Christopher 
McCrady, Elizabeth 
McCray, Shannon 
McKinley, Brian 
McMillan, Gavin 
McReynolds, Cole 
Medina Perez, Thais 
Miller, Matthew 


Monahan, Marley 
Montiel, Marissa 
Mooney, Nicholas 
Morgan, Syrena 
Morris, Elijah 
Morton, Skye 
Munis, Makayla 
Naglack, Linda 
Nelson, Oleksandra 
Norman, Carl 
Ochoa, Zachary 
Oddo, Michaela 
Odom, John 
Olivares, Daniel 
Olson, Justice 
Oreskovich, Matthew 
Pak, Sophia 
Parsons, Gavin 
Partington, Jayla 
Patton, Isaac 
Peacock, Michael 
Peterson, Blake 
Peterson, Grace 
Purtee, Delaney 
Randall, Renee 
Rawcliffe, Jane 
Raymer, Alanis 
Re, Erick 

Reismann, Matthew 
Reyes, Ethen 
Richardson, Natalya 
Ridenbaugh, Logan 
Rietz, Emma 
Ritter, Christopher 
Rivera, Abraham 
Rivera, Antonio 
Robbins, Jenna 
Robinson, Michael 
Rodriguez, Jason 
Romleski, Bryce 
Romleski, Kaden 
Rosado Chardon, Joselyn 
Rutlege, Sabreena 
Savage, Alexandria 
Scrudder, Anja 


Seelig, Oliver 
Self, Egypt 
Sellers, Jessica 
Shannon, Asiah 
Shiver, Corey 
Short, Megan 
Smith, Joe 
Smith, Sydney 
Sonka, Samantha 
Srey, Katiya 
StCyr, Aidan 
Stuart, Emily 
Stubbs, Isaac 
Surran, Alicia 
Szczygiel, Jacob 
Taylor, Mykal 
Taylor, Tesa 
Temple, Saydie 
Thomas, Brodie 
Thomas, Bryce 
Thomas, Jayson 
Thompson, Daniel 
Thompson, Justice 
Tittel, John 

Tomas, Aerriane Trisha 
Tri, Alexis 
Tucker, Tiara 
Veloz, Daniel 
Victoria, Sage 
Watson, Dakota 
White, Benjamin 
White, Conner 
Wildgoose, Juliana 
Williams, Patience 
Williams, Samuel 
Winbourn, Bryce 
Winfrey, Lyndon 
Woodard, Danelle 
Woodfork, Lydia 
Workcuff, Cross 
Worley, Tayler 
Wyatt, Marcia 
Young, Abigail 
Young, Tyler 
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Contrary to traditional senior years, the class of 2020 will have 
persevered through unprecedented challenges. Stepping 
out from the safety of our parents' homes into society may 
already seem like a challenge in of itself, we now must also 
embrace the additional challenges of a "new norm." But still, 
36 of us will meet each hurdle with enthusiasm and readi¬ 
ness. It starts now. This is the beginning of our lives. All of 
the hard work and focus each of us has maintained through 
12 years of school finally paid off. We have graduated and 
will be dispersed across the entire globe. Embarking on our 
new endeavors in college, careers in the military, and joining 
the workforce. However, with such an unfortunate ending, it 
may be easy to overlook all the good times. To the Rota Class 
of 2020—we are amazing. We have achieved great success, 
taking home championships, representing our school both 
OCONUS and CONUS, the majority of us have been accepted 


to their college of choice, enlisted in the military, or earned 
appointments to service academies.Though nobody does 
it by themselves. We have our families, the Rota community, 
administration, and teachers to thank for our tremendous 
accomplishments. The Class of 2020 is thankful for the Rota 
Base leadership, both current and previous, for their motiva¬ 
tion and unwavering support. Affording us access to facilities, 
providing direction, and the Coastline to commemorate it 
all. On top of that, we are grateful for the administration and 
teachers who have taken a personal and profound interest 
in every single one of us. Their vested interest in our success 
has been above and beyond our wildest expectations. Most 
importantly, our families, with their sacrifices, support, and 
continued guidance which have made us prepared to achieve 
anything, favorable to our bold beginning. 

— Brenon Colvin, 2020 Class President 


Barton, Andrea 
Blake, Kara 
Bond, Emma 
Bozwell, Alexander 
Carroll, Sydney 
Chambergo, Kaitlin 
Colvin, Brenon 
Cookerly, Jordan 
Dannels, Andrew 
Dunbar, Connor 
Hartley, Christopher 
Helvey, Kaleb 
Hennington, Ariel 
Inman, Kevin 
Jones, Joseph 
Luna,Ryan 


Matteson, Savannah 
McDevitt, Gavin 
McShea, Justin 
Miller, Samantha 
Mitchell, Devon 
Nesmith, Silvia 
Penta, James 
Perez, Alondra 
Rattanaxay, Summer 
Rawles, Arianna 
Reyes, Ygnacio 
Rivera, Philip James 
Rodriguez, Julia 
Sachs, Dylan 
Salazar, Kendall 
Semancik, Hali 
Swafford, Shelby 
Tate, Alicia 
Tice, Judge 
Valentin-Cruz, Edwin 
Wall, Blake 
White, Julia 



I have come to know the SHAPE Class of 2020 as one 
of the most determined, amusing, and wonderful 
group of people I've had the pleasure to spend time 
with. From throwing our hands up on the rides at 
SHAPE Fest to anxiously waiting for that final grade 
in class, the seemingly universal coming of age high 
school experiences were transformed into something 
completely unique for us. 

The international streaks in our class roster have 
made us cultured and tolerant.The rotational, military 
lifestyle of many have made us patient and mature. The 
expectation and motto of our school, "Excellence in All 
We Do," has made us perseverant and hardworking.This 
Class of 2020 has faced many individual and shared 
challenges, and it's almost fitting (albeit ironically) that 
life threw one last challenge at us before we part ways 
and step into our futures. The forced context in which 
we are living is unprecedented, and I think I speak for all 
of us when I say it's been hard. However, our community 
and way of life has prepared us for this, even if we never 
saw it coming. 

As with any of our obstacles, we recognize and step up 
to the challenge, and use the skills taught to us to tackle 
it. Even now, it's difficult for me to understand that I'll 
never walk the halls with my classmates, friends, and in 
some cases, family, again. But, the lessons and memories 
we made together are something that I'll carry with me 
forever. We've transformed into versions of ourselves 
that dwarf ourselves from four years in the past. Our 
laughs are heartier, our brains more knowledgeable, 
and our hearts bigger. Our time in high school may be 
coming to an end, but our time as the resilient Class of 
2020 is something which will never end. 

— Sophia Marro, 
SHAPE High School Class of2020 Class President 


Matyas Adam 
Cagla Akcay 
Kpatcha Bakai 
Toi Bakai 
Trinity Barnes 
Amelia Bettencourt 
Nailah Bills 
Caden Blanke 


Garrett Bridges 
Charlotte Bugg 
Jasmyn Carew 
Rhianna Carey 
Joseph Cates-Beier 
Natalia Chalatsi 
William Chang 
Jaren Coe 


Casteau, Belgium 

SHAPE American High School 


Rodrigo Corbacho 
Lucia Corbi Martin 
Kaylyn Cox 
Kendraya Davis 
Borja De Meer Bernal 
Gaja Larisa Delopst 
Albert Disla 

Miguel Duran Morenilla 
Panagiota Efstratiou 
Berk Erarslan 
Blanca Esteban Lopez 
Dylan Fairbank 
Leonardo Ferrari 
Emma Friend 
Paula Garrido 
Tessia Grimmage 


Ariah Heckman 
Samuel Hennig 
Samantha Herrejon 
Tristan Jacobs 
Jakub Kaminski 
Mihkel Kokka 
Joseph Kraemer 
Jean Luc Kronshorst 
Clara Lage Perez 
Emily Larimore 
Abigail Layton 
Maria Lopez Valverde 
Samantha Macalintal 
Oliwia Marcinkowska 
Sara Marcinkowska 
Sophia Marro 


Gabriele Matijosaityte 
Robert McCreary 
Archie McVicar 
Camilla Menefee 
David Molina 
Cash Monroe 
Onasis Mora 
Cristina Moreno Zas 
Liam Nicholson 
Farah Noeman 
Isabella Ortez 
Matthew Owen 
Kacper Popiolek 
Nolan Procknal 
Emma JaneQuerat 
Keilly Rios Ramos 


Andrea Ruiz Ridaura 
Delia Sanchez Palacio 
Seanna Scott 
Lara Senturk 
Gabrielle Shultz 
Lindsey Simmons 
Emma Smith 
Timas Stankevicius 
Ivana Stefanovska 
Elif Uskudar 
Luc van Kampen 
Cecilia Vanderveen 
Keenen Wyatt 
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Barton, Jolenna 

Montalvo, Anthony 

Basarowich,Teagan 

Murraine, Kyman 

Becker,Nils 

Nagle, Madison 

Cassar, Anthony 

Nielsen, Oliver 

Cetrano, Izabella 

Norwood, Abigail 

Criger, Cailee 

Pyatt, Amari 

Diaz, Jessenia 

Sahinoglu, Elmira 

Duran-Lowe, Dominic 

Shelton, Kylee 

Elvaker, Marina 

Shoda, Hailey 

Fall, Kylee 

Sloan, Danyel 

Fletcher, Maria 

Solano, Sean 

Harris, Jocelyn 

Spencer, David 

Havard, Emily 

Turner, Aurora 

Leejay, Jalissa 

Zarum, Hannah 

Lewis, Jacob 



As Senior Class President, it is an honor to speak for you dur¬ 
ing this time. I'd like to thank the school staff and students 
for their continuous hard work and positivity for making se¬ 
nior year the best experience. Sigonella Middle High School 
has done a monumental job paving the way preparing us 
for our future upon graduation by relentlessly helping us 
pursue excellence within our academic performance. Not 
only did they make sure we focused on academics, but they 
also provided new, creative ways to learn, giving us fun 
memories that will live in our hearts forever. 

Taking part in the Model United Nations program was an 
amazing experience for me and my classmates. The pro¬ 
gram created an opportunity to learn about something new 
and to meet students from all over the world, and to use 
academic tools to present, communicate and to learn. It was 


truly unforgettable. 

Playing three seasons of soccer was a true privilege. Partici¬ 
pating, making new friends, scoring goals as a team, and 
taking trips all over Italy, Spain, and Germany was incred¬ 
ible. I gained valuable insight learning how to communicate 
and work with others as a team, through the efforts of our 
phenomenal coaches. These are important factors not only 
to the game, but life. 

The memories accumulated over the years will be fondly 
remembered wherever life's journey takes us. Class of 2020, 
we made it, congratulations. Thank you. 

— Izabella Cetrano, 
Senior Class President 2020 


We speak on behalf of the entire senior class at Spangda- 
hlem when we say that this year has not gone the way we 
expected. We started off our year constantly awaiting our 
move into a true school building. Finally, after multiple post¬ 
ponements, we were able to move at the end of January. 
Sadly, we only got to spend six weeks in our building. 
However, the time we did spend together as a class and 
the events that unfolded through the year were great. Our 
student-athletes had incredible sports seasons and our new 
building allowed for many new opportunities inside and 
outside the classroom. We are, of course, saddened by what 
all didn't happen this year. We lost our senior prom, our 
chance to suffer through senioritis together, and for most, 
our final sports season. Nevertheless, we believe that the 
things to come are bigger than the things we have lost. We 
are all moving towards college or careers and beginning the 
newest chapter of our lives. 

The people we have become can be attributed to the con¬ 
stant support of our families, friends, teachers, and school 
staff. Without them we would not be the great class we are 
today. Although we wish we would have gotten the chance 
to continue the school year together, we know that, despite 
this obstacle, we will only grow stronger and more prepared 
for everything the world has in store for us. 


—Jennifer Oppliger, Student Council 
President and Rebecca Frazier, 
Senior Class Vice President 



Abernathy, Ashton 

Fadden, Dominick 

Hook, Austin 

Montgomery, Deon 

Smith, Chloe 

Bisarra, Zachary 

Frazier, Rebecca 

Hyler, Destiny 

Mower, Tahlia 

Smith, Isabelle 

Dawley, Larayne 

Haney, Cadin 

Lawrence, Robert 

Ohl, Mike 

Teahon, Keena 

Dawley, Mark 

Haney, Delcie 

Menlove, Kileah 

Oppliger, Jennifer 

Vargo, Haleigh 

Dealy, Daniel 

Hicks, Kylie 

Mercado, Andrea 

Price, Chloe 

Weyland, Dallin 

Eisert, Alyssa 

Hilliard, Tyler 

Mercado, Andres 

Ransom, Gabriel 

Wiley, Chartez 
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Stuttgart, Germany 

Stuttgart High School 







STUTTGART AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIOR CLASS 2020 


Allington, John 

Folkers, Ashley 

MacDonough, Madeline 

RodriguezTorres, Esmerlyn 

Anderson, Julia 

Fortin, Georgia 

Maher, Johnna 

Rodriguez-De Lao, Danny 

Anderson, Sarah 

Fowler, Sophia 

Mata, Sebastian 

Romig, Timothy 

Andrea, Daniella 

Fox, Abigail 

Matvey, Jordan 

Rosales, Sergio 

Ansley, Heather 

Fox, Quentin 

Maxwell, David 

Rueb, Ruth 

Antoine, Victoria 

Garfias, Eddie 

McCullough, Gabrielle 

Rushton, October 

Aquita, Danielle 

Gavina, Kaesha 

McCullough, Micah 

Salomaa, Apryl 

Ashley, Sabriel 

Gill, Regan 

McGrady, Tyler 

Sanders, Mia 

Atherton, Sarai 

Givler,Zoe 

McGurk, Madison 

Savage, Tyler 

Baker, Meredith 

Gnain, Galia 

Meads, Scarlett 

Schema, Lauren 

Baker, Rachel 

Haag, Alejandro 

Metcalf, Oscar 

Schlecht, April 

Bauer, Keeghan 

Hallgarth, Clara 

Miller, Aaliyah 

Schmidt, Ryan 

Berg-Patton, Alexandra 

Hanes, Carter 

Mitchell, Erin 

Schudel, Samuel 

Berry, Lily 

Hanes, Mad 

Montoya, Jack 

Self, Michael 

Bjerke, Emily 

Harrell, Tyler 

Morris, Geoffrey 

Sheffield, Charles 

Boeck, Jason 

Harris, John 

Moten, Cardy 

Sheffield, Clayton 

Bond, Noelani 

Harrison, Shelby 

Mulhern, Sarah 

Sheffield, Garrett 

Boudreaux, Kayla 

Hawkins, Grace 

Murphy, Itsuki 

Sieb, Isaiah 

Brock, Mykkah 

Hein, Felicity 

Nelson, Shyann 

Siegrist, Isabella 

Brown, I'yanna 

Helt,Ally 

Norris, Jackson 

Silio, Alexandra 

Brown, Madison 

Hemphill, Logan 

O'Connell, Kaelyn 

Simpson, Hannah 

Buchheit, Isabella 

Hensley, Shelby 

Oldmixon, Aidan 

Sims, Justine 

Burch, Brenna 

Hernandez, Nelson 

Olive, Joshua 

Smith, Haley 

Butler, MaKayla 

Hixon, Jasper 

Oliver, Daniel 

Smith, Ronda 

Buxkemper, Peter 

Housel, Joseph 

Padilla, Kinyaaaanii 

Soto, Eliana 

Cabe, Marc 

Howell, Kimberly 

Page,Jaelyn 

Spoon, Kaiya 

Carges, Noah 

Hudnell, Emma 

Palm, Stefania 

Stacy, Sammy 

Centeno, Ivan 

Jansa, Breana 

Parden, Nicholas 

Stempniak, Nicholas 

Clemons, Sierra 

Jarvis, Aaron 

Parsons, William 

Strode, Paige 

Coffey, Kimberly 

Jensvold, Alaina 

Patt, Samuel 

Tahirovic, Melina 

Cook, Emily 

Jimenez, Elisia 

Paulin, David 

Talcott, Nathan 

Cope, Dylan 

Johnson, Ahmir 

Pelletier, Eric 

Taylor, Erin 

Craige, Isabel 

Johnson, Rachel 

Perez, Sabina 

Taylor, Savannah 

Dahlke, Joseph 

Johnson, Vivienne 

Perez-Nieves, Aliette 

Thompson, Avery 

De Andrade, Gabriela 

Kalobius, Victoria 

Pirkle, Benjamin 

Triesch, Alexis 

Deal, Cedric 

Keathley, Jonathan 

Port,Aiden 

Triesch, Bailey 

Deluca-Frerking, Shoshanna 

Kiel, Natalie 

Price, Kaitlyn 

Vercauteren, Ariana 

Dolby, Justin 

King, Tyler 

Purtell, Colin 

Vidaurri, Owen 

Douglas, Peyton 

Kisby, Gavin 

Raddatzjack 

Waara, Kira 

Duchene, MiaConstance 

Kitchin, Sara 

Reeves, Klaudia 

Wahl, Shaun 

Duran, Samantha 

Kosinski, Karen 

Renninger, Samuel 

Williamson, Jefferson 

Evensen, Cody 

Kutra, Sarah 

Reyes-Rodriguez, Edwin 

Wilson, Tyler 

Eager, Eric 

Lavender, Kaitlin 

Ribotajillian 

Winkels, Lily 

Fauth, Cardin 

Lease, Scout 

Richey, Shannon 

Yesunas, Celia 

Fields, Alicia 

Lee, Patrick 

Rivera, Victoria 


Figueroa, Gabriella 

Lee, Thomas 

Roark, Teresa 


Fix, Joel 

Lepinejarrett 

Robertson, Markell 



Stuttgart High School is a 
home away from home for 
the class of 2020; an institu¬ 
tion encouraging greatness 
in academics, sports teams, 
and artistic disciplines that 
help us thrive. As an athlete, 
the school has acted as the 
twelfth man, always having 
Panther Spirit by keeping 
classes and sports entertain¬ 
ing and productive as well 
as promoting friendship and 
teamwork. The class of 2020 
molded into a legendary 
group - never a day without 
laughter and never a foot¬ 
ball game without a win. 

The teamwork and family 
created by the tireless ef¬ 
forts of our favorite teachers, 
the unwavering commit¬ 
ment of the administration, 
and the genuine love and 
dedication from Matthew 
and Amanda Burkman, our 
senior class advisors, is truly 
special. Teachers similar to 
parents and classmates con¬ 
nected like siblings, shaped 
our incredible community. 
As the year continued and 
the bonds created grew 
stronger, whether you par¬ 
ticipated in Model United 
Nations, a Sitzmarkers ski 
trip, or a Culinary Arts class 
masterpiece, the collabo¬ 
ration made us all better. 
Priceless memories of our 
Senior Sunrise Breakfast, a 
visit to Fest, the junior versus 



senior Powder Puff football 
games, the epic Homecom¬ 
ing in a Galaxy Far Far Away, 
or an average day at school 
now leaves us with heavy 
hearts and mixed emo¬ 
tions. No one could have 
predicted that March 13, 
2020, would be our final day 
to stroll, high-five, or dash 
through the halls of SHS. 
Good or bad, each grade, 
point scored, scar, or tear, 
made the class of 2020 the 
resilient and unforgettable 
group they have become. 
The historic Coronavirus 
COVID-19 pandemic tragi¬ 
cally and unexpectedly cut 
short the most traditional 
events of our senior year, 
and although that is disap¬ 
pointing, the class of 2020 
is impressively prepared 
to take the leap into the 
real world. When we left 
America, we found our way 
through German forests and 
European cities, exploring 
the unknown. Now the 
unknown is the familiar, cre¬ 
ating an unexpected home, 
and family that has raised us 
to become the world's next 
CEOs, training to become 
the next best athletes, or 
maybe even finding the 
cure for a disease like the 
one we face today. Panther 
Pride! 


— Garrett Sheffield, 
2020 Senior Class President 
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motivated us with their words of wisdom 
and encouragement and their outpouring 
of love towards our class. The graduates 
of Vicenza are going on to achieve great 
things. Some graduates are going on to 
attend schools such as William & Mary, 
Howard, and The University of Kansas, 
while others are joining the military or 
taking a gap year; the possibilities are 
truly endless for us. We are leaving behind 
our beloved Vicenza, ready to take on the 
world and confidently embark on the new 
adventures that await us. With that said... 
Veni.Vidi.Vici. 

VHS class of'20 out. 


Vicenza, Italy 

Vicenza High School 


The 2020 graduating class of Vicenza 
High School is a class filled with impas¬ 
sioned, ambitious, and caring individu¬ 
als. During this dire time, we have found 
the strength in hope to persevere. While 
our senior year may not have ended the 
way we expected, it was a year filled with 
laughter, joy, and community. The chal¬ 
lenges we have faced have proved how 
strong we are in the midst of adversity. 
From adapting to virtual learning, coming 
to terms with the school year's ending 
and dealing with uncertainty, this year 
has been far from an easy feat. We seniors 
are beyond grateful for our parents, 
teachers, and staff for constantly mak¬ 
ing efforts to reinforce optimism and the 
drive within us, as well as their immense 
impact on both our education and lives. 
Thank you to everyone who pushed and 



Allin, Luke 

Dunbar, Kacie 

Hunter, Kate 

Martinez, Jonathan 

Ridgley, Lucas 

Sweatman, Sophie 

Ard, Vincenzo 

DuPree, Ella 

Hutchinson, Genesis 

Mateo, David 

Rudy, Nicholas 

Tipton, Nicholas 

Bello, Hope 

Elam, Marquez 

Jordan, Edward 

Mcknight, Taylor 

Santhiyakul, Natchanon 

Torres, Abigail 

Brewington, Nina 

Elliott, Cora 

Karman, Angela 

McNevin, Madeline 

Seifert, Gavin 

Williams, Zoe 

Byassee, Kendra 

Frazier, I'Ziae 

Kearns, Emily 

Menon, Kylee 

Shinners, Kelly 

Winterton, Sage 

Campbell, Jasmine 

Glover, Anastasia 

Keller, Alexander 

Michelson, Joey 

Simpson, Emiley 

Zaehler, Abigail 

Cates, Connor 

Gragg, Chenoa 

Lammers, Sebastian 

Moore, Erik 

Smith, Caleb 


Craig, Bridget 

Groth, Sabrina 

Larsen, Ryan 

Moren, Isabella 

Smith, Eva 


Culpepper, Benjamin 

Gukeisen, Benjamin 

Lombardi, Julia 

Moren, Mattia 

Smith, Jonathan 


Daniel, Jaddyn 

Hartenberg, Natalie 

Lopez, Carolina 

Myrick, Madeeyah 

Smith, Kaley 


Darland, Nicole 

Hester, Zachary 

Love, Jack 

Pastino, Gabrielle 

Stansbury, Kelli 


Del Valle, Monica 

Holt, Christine 

Madison, Luke 

Ramey, Nicole 

Strong, Samuel 


Delagarza, Xavier 

Hormann, Calvin 

Maldonado, Honestee 

Ramirez-Figueroa, Geraldine 

Suber,Treyone 


DeLuca, Ryan 

Houghton, Tessa 

Martin, Faith 

Rhoden,Tatiana 

Swanson, Hayden 



Vilseck, Germany 

Vilseck High School 


Courtney Agee 
Johnathan Alvarado 
Colton Aquino 
Aaron Argueta 
Analie Jane Avelino 
Kellen Avritt 
Hassanatou Balde 
Kylie Barker 
Isaiah Barriga 
Eva Bender 
Jonahr Benn 
Sean Bergosh 
Skyler Berry 
Brandon Briggs 
Akira Brown 

Victoria Calderon Sanchez 
Leah Carpenter 
Steven Carville 
Tia Chaderton 


Mia Chon 

Cameron Comeaux 
Annissa Conway 
David Cordier 
Robert Cunningham 
Kiare Davis 
Michael Davis 
Thatcher Deese 
Naithan Derosby 
Mackenzie Dillenbeck 
Xhyere Dobbins 
Reyne Drasny 
Mercedes Durden 
Anniston Fees 
Alayne Frith 
Jael Gant 
Michael George 
Lucas Goehlich 
Rebekah Heckert 


Jahnessa Hill 
Hailey Huber 
Zoe Kinzie 
Micky Lacap 
Jada Lake 
Zakkary Lauzon 
Cooper Lazo 
Andrew Lee 
Jordan Leighty 
Dashane Lettley 
Lillie Mashburn 
Jonas Matthews 
Joshua McDonald 
Matthew McNair 
Vaughne Medenilla 
Michael Meeks 
Brian Mills 
Joseph Morales 
Maleah Morey 


Giulia Natale 
Zachary Nipper 
Cody Olsen 
Julian Olsen 
Grace Pedersen 
Malakai Reyes 
Kiyah Reynolds 
Melissa Ricketts 
Adan Rodriguez 
Alexander Rosalino 
Damir Rosemond 
Alia Rudolph 
Matthew Russo 
Hannah Sauls 
Niklas Schaefer 
Stefan Shatlan 
Kayla Silva 
Ethan Skains 
Jaylin Spencer 


"I'm thankful for my friends, family, and the staff of 
Vilseck high school for shaping me into the person I 
am today. I'm looking forward to whatever my future 
throws my way." 

—Johnathan Alvarado 

Hassanatou Balde 

"Thank you to my parents who sacrificed everything 
for my brothers and I; Ms Vande and Mr Ritter 
for challenging me intellectually; Senior Council; and 
Mrs Stuart for everything." 

— Kellen Avritt 

"Thank you to Manu, Steve, and Matthew, for always 
believing in me, I will never forget the time with 
the boys or the crew. I will never forget you." 

— Sean Bergosh 

"To my wonderful parents, grandparents, and loving 
best friends for always believing in me, thank 
you. You guys mean the world to me. Vilseck, you'll 
always complete me. Much love." 

— Annissa Conway 

"Is it really a New Day or just another Day after 
Yesterday?" 

— Naithan Derosby 

"Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, 
learning, and sacrificing. Grateful for my 
family, friends, faculty and teachers who've helped 
me succeed. 2020 said HElium HElium" 

— Micky Lacap 


Devon Stojak 
Austin Storie 
Megan Strickland 
James Sturgeon 
Angela Grace Suarez 
Samuel Thompson 
Antony Troxtell 
MelodyTroxtell 
Toby Vidaurri 
Erin Walden 


Jermain Washington 
Alexis White 
Benjamin Williams 
Caleb Wright 
Francisco Ysaguirre 
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On behalf of Wiesbaden High School's Class of 
2020, we would like to express our gratitude to our 
families, friends, and teachers for their constant love, 
support, motivation, and guidance. Upon reflection 
of our time in Germany, we are incredibly thankful 
for this amazing opportunity we've been given. We 
feel so fortunate to have had the experience of living 
in Europe and having been exposed to people from 
all walks of life. It has made us more accepting and 
tolerant of those around us, which can only make us 
better equipped to address the issues our generation 
will face. Although our senior year isn't concluding as 
we had planned, and due to cancellations of sports, 
drama, and all other activities, it has had its fair share 
of disappointments. We hope that we've all taken 
advantage of this time to reconnect with our families 
and close friends with a new focus and perspective 
on the things that are important to us. In many ways, 
this experience has made us feel grateful to those 
around us who, despite obstacles, have planned 
Prom and Graduation ceremonies that are differ¬ 
ent, yes, but celebratory as well. The outpouring of 
support and concern from our community has been 
constant, generous, and at times, overwhelming. We 
will never adequately express our appreciation. As 
we close this chapter in our lives, it is with confidence 
and hope that we face our future. We will always 
remember our time here fondly. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020! 


— Wiesbaden High School 
Senior Class Officers 


Wiesbaden, Germany 

Wiesbaden High School 


Becca Marie Adams 

Atreyu Layne Allen 

Kaesha Veronica Sharon Allen 

D'Andre Jin Anderson 

Aidan Kathleen Ashton 

Mya Rose September Baird 

Malea Dawn Banks 

Lindsey Amber Barker 

Jakob Andrew Baumgartner 

Jordan Lexis Bennett 

Ruby Deliana Berlioz Morel 

Catianna Lena Collette Binyard-Turner 

Dayani Lechelle Brown 

Deja Jonell Brown 

Michael Daniel Buchheit, Jr. 

Owen Lewis Buffington 

Xavier Allen Carder 

Raymond Andre Castro 

Natalia Yvanna Cohen 

Xavier Damier Cohen 

Fernando Jose Collado 

Collin Daly Conde 

Anja Katerina Montealegre Cortez 

James Andra Creech 

Jessica Yamilet D'Agostino 

Brandon Joshua David Darby 

Austin John Deckinga 

Chloe Simone Diehl 

Jerrod Scott Drake 

Carolina Grace Fairel 

Tobias Patrick Faltynski 

Levi John Ferguson 

Alexander Rylan Fernandez 

Kaylee Ranell Frederiksen 

Ivan Paolo Friel 

Juliana Isabelle Fulghum 

Nicolas Salvatore Giandalia 

George Frederick Goetz 

Amy Marie Gonzalez 

Erin Bailey Goodman 

Alexandra Katrine Grayson 

Benjamin Christopher Harbach 


Amaya Marie Harvey 
Sianna Nicole Harvey 
McKayla Jolin Hill 
Alexa Monique Hopping 
Averi Lynn Houck 
Allaina Elizabeth Houk 
Colton Winder Huntanar 
Torryean Jacarus Ingram 
Noelle Celeste Jones 
Isaiah Jamil Jordan 
Bryanna Renee King 
Joshua Thomas King 
Zachary Nelson Kirk 
Cassie Rae Laliberte 
Joseph Ethan Langevin 
Tristan Chase Lauer 
Benjamin Youngsoo Lee 
Laura Vieira Lee 
Anastasia Lerner 
Toni Amarie Lewis 
Oscar Rafael Lopez 
Dimael Jaciel Lopez-Malave 
Stephon Shawnon Ray Lott 
Kaleigh Marie Mackey 
Brooklyn Taylor Martinez 
Taylor Elisabeth Mason 
Bryce Lee McEwen 
Robert Vincent McLeod 
Mia Lauriann McMullen 
Alec Christopher Meno 
Rhiannon Nicole Merkel 
Asa Maurice Moncivais 
Darnell Ashley Moran, Jr. 

Marc Adam Moser 
Sean Patrick Moss 

Ean Maxmilian Munshower Neumann 
Hannah Katherine Munshower Neu¬ 
mann 

Harrison Forrest Munshower Neumann 
Aidan Michael Newell 
Aidan Hart Nicholson 
Dominic Mook Nicolaisen 


Erin Paul Nicolaisen 
Sage Storm Nicolaisen 
Andrea Nieves-Acevedo 
Nsangou Njifutie Ayodele Njikam 
Justin Fernando Pap 
MadilynTrula Pereira 
Benjamin Petrik 
JanjaiTonia-Faith Powell 
D'ionia Jessica Ramirez 
Juliany Enis Rivera Sanchez 
Madelyn Rose Robertson 
Thomas John Rodriguez 
Lillian Elizabeth Sarsok 
ZionTariq Shaw 
Emily Katharine Shields 
Lauren Elisabeth Shoemaker 
Deacon Marlin Skinner 
Hayden Mallie Smith 
Dominic Gene Snyder 
Ronan Thompson Stackpole 
Herbert Steven-Paul Tanner 
Aiden Gary Tompkins 
Elmo WilliamsTumaliuan, III 
Jonah Lee Tyler 
Dennis Carter Vallery 
Zion Jude Velez 
Payton Michael Vetter 
Michaela Esther Viers 
Ethan MakanaVigue 
Isabelle Alexandra Villela-Hodges 
Erinn CathrineVoth 
Jacob Andrew Wahman 
Lorenza Conte Waldron 
Kailey Reese Walker 
Thomas George Wieland 
Nevaeh Starr York 
Gabriel Alexander Yossick 
Emily Frances Young 
Tariq Senan Zangana 
Monique Jerine Zimmermann 
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ONTO 
YOUR NEXT 
ADVENTURE! 


MAKE LIFE A RIDE 


Dexheimer Motorradzentrum in Kaiserslautern/Ramstein is the official partner 
for the BMW Motorcycles Military & NATO Diplomatic Sales Program in Europe 

100 % US-spec models available at military prices 
Large selection of available stock vehicles for immediate delivery 
Significant Military saving over Stateside prices 
Tax-free purchasing 

Fully certified service department - we service what we sell , 

BMW trained English speaking service personnel to assist you 



©(SgdteDOmliSG 3 

MILITARYSALES 


Merkurstr.1 

67663Kaiserslautern 


® 0631-36190811 


www.motorradsale24.de/military-sales 

info@motorradsale24.de 
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You have faced the COVID-19 global pandemic, a unique challenge that 
altered your graduation plans and expectations. During these difficult 
times, you have demonstrated a tremendous amount of resilience, 
patience, and strength. Congratulations and good luck in the next chapter 
of your lives. 


Teachers & parents, 

Thank you for your tireless commitment - encouraging and supporting your 
students/children during this period of distance learning. In the midst of 
challenging circumstances, together, you’ve adapted and discovered new 
and innovative ways to teach and support each other. Thank you for making 
sure the learning never stopped. 



Learn about AFSPA’s worldwide health products and 
services available to DoD Federal Civilian Employees. 


lafspa 


AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 

Caring For Your Health Worldwide 
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Something shiny 


Marcus Lindsey, a street performer who goes by the name Tin Man, walks through downtown San Antonio, on Monday. Lindsey said he is 
returning to work after a break due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

THE CENSUS 


$25K 


The approximate amount a Texas man and 
woman spent using stolen credit card numbers. 

Authorities said Yuniel Sanchez, 36, of Grand 
Prairie, and Shannon Marlowe, 35, of Fort Worth, 
used stolen credit card numbers to produce credit 
cards and buy items at stores in Iowa and Minnesota. They were sentenced to 
five years in prison after pleading guilty to conspiracy to transport interstate stolen 
property, interstate transportation of stolen property, wire fraud and aggravated 
identity theft. Twenty-one other charges were dropped as part of the plea deal. 


Woman finds gators 
fighting by her home 

P| FORT MYERS — A 
I L woman going to get her 
morning coffee was jolted awake 
with pounding on her front door 
that she later discovered to be two 
alligators fighting in front of her 
home. 

The video of the encounter in 
Fort Myers was posted on Face- 
book by Susan Geshel. When she 
first saw the reptiles, Geshel told 
The Fort Myers News-Press that 
one of the alligators had his snout 
pinned on her door while the 
other was stationed at a distance 
with its snout wide open. 

After about 20 minutes by her 
house, the alligators went in sepa¬ 
rate directions. 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Con¬ 
servation Commission Spokes¬ 
woman Melody Kilborn said the 
fighting alligators were reacting 
to being in a confined space. 

Report: Gallons of raw 
sewage leaked into river 

||J| ^ JACKSON — Nearly 
IYI half a billion gal¬ 
lons of raw sewage leaked into 
the Pearl River in the first three 
months of 2020, according to a 
quarterly report released by the 
city of Jackson. 

Now, an organization focused 
on clean water is urging city and 
state leaders to issue a new advi¬ 
sory on the contents of the water, 
news outlets reported. 

The Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality issued a 
water content advisory last year, 
which is still online. But, Pearl 
Riverkeeper executive director 
Abby Braman said the public 
should be reminded. 

Official: Time to end 
Confederate holiday 

it | MONTGOMERY — An 
Alabama congresswom¬ 
an said it is time to end a state 
holiday celebrating the president 
of the Confederacy, Jefferson 
Davis. 

Congresswoman Terri Sewell’s 
comments, made on social media, 
came amid protests in Alabama 
and elsewhere over the death 
of an African American man, 
George Floyd, at the hands of po¬ 
lice in Minneapolis. 

Alabama has three state holi¬ 
days celebrating the old Confed¬ 
eracy. Davis’ birthday is marked 
in June, and the state simulta¬ 
neously celebrates Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee with civil 
rights icon Martin Luther King 
Jr. in February. The state also 
marks Confederate Memorial 
Day in April. 

Medical marijuana sales 
keep smashing records 

01C 0KLAH0MA CITY — 

W\ Sales of medical mari¬ 
juana in Oklahoma topped $73 
million last month, the highest 
monthly total yet, the Oklahoma 
Tax Commission reported. 

The data shows May sales gen¬ 
erated more than $11.6 million in 
tax revenue, including $6.5 mil¬ 
lion in state and local taxes and 
another $5.1 million from the 


marijuana excise tax. 

The medical marijuana busi¬ 
ness has been booming in Okla¬ 
homa since voters approved a 
citizen-led initiative petition in 
2018 that made it easy and rela¬ 
tively inexpensive for patients, 
dispensaries and growers to ob¬ 
tain a license. 

Once-massive brush fire 
now mostly contained 

CAVE CREEK — A 
brush fire in the town 
of Cave Creek that grew to 1.4 
square miles now is mostly con¬ 
tained and evacuation orders 
were lifted, authorities said. 

Arizona State Forestry offi¬ 
cials said the fire was believed to 
be human-caused, and some 500 
homes were evacuated involving 
about 1,000 residents. 

Authorities said the brush fire 
destroyed 20 structures includ¬ 
ing eight homes. 

State Forestry officials said 
the fire was fueled by triple-digit 
temperatures, dry vegetation and 
wind gusts. 

ACLU sues city over 
arrest of girl, 13 

m PROVIDENCE — The 
American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union of Rhode Island sued 
the city of Pawtucket and two city 
school officials over the arrest last 
year of a 13-year-old girl after a 


scuffle with another student. 

The girl’s constitutional and 
statutory rights were violated 
when she was arrested an hour 
after the scuffle last June by a 
school resource officer with the 
consent of the Goff Middle School 
principal, the ACLU said in a 
statement. 

The girl, an honors student with 
no prior disciplinary issues, was 
handcuffed, taken to the police 
station, and kept in a cell for close 
to an hour before being released 
to her mother, the ACLU said. A 
disorderly conduct charge was 
eventually dropped. 

The federal suit seeks punitive 
damages. 

With snow gone, highway 
opens for summer 

lily JACKSON — The 
If 1 Beartooth Highway 
connecting Yellowstone National 
Park with Red Lodge, Mont., has 
opened for the season, officials 


said. 

The Wyoming section was 
cleared for summer travel May 
29, connecting with the opened 
Montana portion of the road, 
The Jackson Hole News & Guide 
reported. 

The 68-mile road beginning 
at the park’s northeast entrance 
is typically closed from October 
through April or May as a result 
of snow. 

The Montana Department 
of Transportation cleared the 
Montana side by May 22 only to 
temporarily close it again due to 
blizzard conditions at the summit 
that deposited new snow. 

Semi-automatic guns 
stolen from pawn shop 

U AFFTON — St. Louis 

IYI County police are 

investigating the theft of nearly 
three dozen guns from a pawn 
shop, all of them semi-automatic 
weapons. 


Officers responded to an alarm 
at Southside Pawn and Jewelry 
in Affton and found that windows 
had been shattered. 

Police spokesman Benjamin 
Granda said that the business 
operators determined that 34 
firearms were stolen — 32 semi¬ 
automatic handguns and two 
semi-automatic rifles. 

At least six vehicles were in¬ 
volved in the burglary, with at 
least 10 suspects, Granda said. No 
arrests have been made. 

Fire damages building 
at historic plantation 

DURHAM — An early 
IY morning fire damaged 
a building at Stagville, a state his¬ 
toric site that includes remnants 
of one of the largest plantations in 
North Carolina. 

The site is part of the former 
Bennehan-Cameron family plan¬ 
tation. It offers educational pro¬ 
grams about the lives and work of 
the approximately 900 enslaved 
people who worked the land there, 
according to the official website. 

According to the site’s Facebook 
page, Stagville has reopened to 
the public for tours of the grounds 
and outdoor spaces. The build¬ 
ings — including original slave 
quarters, a massive barn and a 
Bennehan family house — re¬ 
main closed to the public. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


Comics strike serious tone 


Late-night hosts say fighting racism means more than talk 



AP 

Racial-injustice drama ‘Just Mercy' to be free on digital platforms in June 


Meyers 


face to impersonate Chris 
Rock in a 2000 “Saturday 
Night Live” skit. He said 
he was advised to keep 
quiet when people talked 
about him online, but he 
realized he had to talk 
about it. 

Colbert “What that small ges¬ 

ture did for me was break 
my own silence,” the “To¬ 
night” show host said. 
“Staying silent was the 
biggest crime that people 
like me can do.” 

“We need to start say¬ 
ing ‘it’s not OK,’ more 
than just one day on 
Twitter,” said Fallon, who 
later spoke on the air with 
NAACP President Der¬ 
rick Johnson. 

Colbert and Meyers mixed jokes into their 
monologues, but there was no mistaking their 
messages. 

Denying human rights and dignity for any 
people will ultimately destroy society, said 
Colbert, the late-night ratings leader on 
CBS’ “Late Show.” 

“Take it upon yourself to be a 
leader and set an example of 
the kind of country you want 
to live in,” he said. “That 
might mean going down to 
a protest or making a do¬ 
nation, or having a tense 
conversation about race. 
“You’re not going to 
get that from the White 
House,” he said. “So 
we need to step up and 
provide it ourselves. 
Because America 
is officially BYOP, 
bring your own 
president.” 

ABC’s Jimmy 
Kimmel aired a 
rerun Monday. 


Rather than talk about 
his feelings Monday, 
Conan O’Brien had 
CNN’s Van Jones, who 
is black, come on his 
late-night show to give 
his take on widespread 
protests after the killing 
of George Floyd. 


By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

S ix of America’s late-night television 
comedy hosts — five of them white 
men — turned serious after the nation’s 
weekend of unrest following the death of 
George Floyd to suggest they and others need to 
do more than talk about racism. 

It has become a ritual — a somewhat inexpli¬ 
cable one, as TBS’ Conan O’Brien noted — for 
these comics to come on the air after acts of 
terrorism, school shootings or other national 
traumas to try and make sense of them for their 
audiences. Floyd died May 25 after a white Min¬ 
neapolis police officer pressed his knee into the 
handcuffed black man’s neck for several min¬ 
utes, even after he stopped moving. 

“Today feels very different,” O’Brien said 
Monday night. “It doesn’t feel right to talk about 
my feelings of sadness and anger. That truly 
feels inadequate and somehow wrong.” 

Instead, O’Brien said it was important to listen to people who 
have direct experience with “our national crisis,” that much of the 
black community in the U.S. doesn’t feel safe, seen or heard. 

So he brought on CNN’s Van Jones as a guest. That’s one thing 
O’Brien had in common with Stephen Colbert, Jimmy Fallon, 
James Corden and Seth Meyers: They all invited black guests 
or, in Corden’s case, collaborator Reggie Watts, to talk 
about the issue after saying their piece. 

Trevor Noah of Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show” brought a different personal experi¬ 
ence, having grown up in South Africa with a 
white father and black mother. He offered a 
serious, expansive monologue that touched 
upon the coronavirus’ impact on minori¬ 
ties, the New York woman who recently 
told police she was being threatened by an 
African American man in Central Park, 
and George Floyd. 

To feel threatened by law enforce¬ 
ment feels to many blacks like they’re 
being held to a standard that some 
responsible for enforcing laws don’t 
adhere to themselves, he said. Noah 
said he understands the mentality 
that leads to looting when many 
whites can’t. 

“Try to imagine how it feels to 
be a black person when they watch 
themselves be looted every day,” 

Noah said, “because that’s what’s 
happening in America. Police in 
America are looting black bodies.” 

NBC’s Fallon, like all of the hosts 
speaking from home because of COVID- 
19 restrictions, noted how the Floyd story 
coincided with his issues. 

Fallon recently apologized after stories 
emerged about how he appeared in black- 


Fallon 


Noah 


Associated Press 

The 2019 film “Just Mercy,” which 
chronicles courtroom struggles 
against racial injustice and mass 
incarceration, will be made free on 
digital platforms throughout June 
in the wake of George Floyd’s death, 
Warner Bros, said Tuesday. 

In the film, Michael B. Jordan 
plays attorney Bryan Stevenson, 
founder of the Equal Justice Initia¬ 
tive, who helps a character played 
by Jamie Foxx. It’s based on Steven¬ 
son’s 2014 memoir “Just Mercy: A 


Story of Justice and Redemption,” 
one of the books that has rocketed to 
the top of best-seller lists as protests 
have swept the country. 

“We believe in the power of story,” 
Warner Bros. said. “Our film ‘Just 
Mercy,’ based on the life work of civil 
rights attorney Bryan Stevenson, is 
one resource we can humbly offer to 
those who are interested in learning 
more about the systemic racism that 
plagues our society.” 

“Just Mercy” was the first studio 
project made with the inclusion rider, 


the contractual provision mandating 
the consideration of people from un¬ 
derrepresented groups for cast and 
crew positions. 

Also: 

■ A TV writer who worked on 
“S.W.A.T.” and “Chicago P.D.” was 
fired from an upcoming “Law & 
Order” spinoff because of online 
posts about social unrest in Los An¬ 
geles. Craig Gore was dropped from 
NBC’s “Law & Order: Organized 
Crime” by franchise creator Dick 
Wolf. 


Warner Bros./AP 

Jamie Foxx costars 
in the 2019 film 
“Just Mercy.” 



Don Henley, a major hitmaker 
with the Eagles and as a solo 
artist, testified Tuesday that 
artists need greater protection 
against online piracy. 

Henley asks 
Congress for 
strengthened 
copyright laws 

Associated Press 

Eagles songwriter Don Henley 
urged Congress on Tuesday to 
“Take It to the Limit” to protect 
artists against online pirating, 
wading into a copyright fight pit¬ 
ting Hollywood and the recording 
industry against big tech plat¬ 
forms like Google’s YouTube. 

The blockbuster hitmaker of 
the 1970s testified online from his 
home before a Senate Judiciary 
subcommittee weighing possible 
changes to a 1998 copyright law. 
The law allows holders of copy¬ 
righted material to formally ask 
parties they believe have taken 
their content without permission 
to remove it. The parties can dis¬ 
pute the claim. If they comply 
promptly with the request, there 
are no legal consequences. Oth¬ 
erwise, they may be subject to 
criminal penalties. 

Henley said the law is weak 
and needs to be changed to make 
it more effective in stopping on¬ 
line piracy. 

The so-called “notice and take¬ 
down” system under the copy¬ 
right law is used by the movie and 
recording industries, entertain¬ 
ment software makers and book 
authors to pursue tech platforms, 
universities and other facilitators 
of file-sharing. 

Henley called the copyright law 
“a relic of a MySpace era in a Tik- 
Tok world.” With hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of takedown notices sent, for 
every link taken down, “a dozen 
more pop up in its place,” he said. 
The system “still allows Big Tech 
to rake in revenue” after repeated 
copyright infringements, Henley 
said. 

Prine’s wife seeks more 
absentee voting in Tenn. 

The wife of singer-songwriter 
John Prine, who died from com¬ 
plications of COVID-19, urged 
lawmakers Tuesday to expand 
absentee voting so Tennesseans 
would not have to put their health 
at risk to exercise their right to 
vote. Fiona Whelan Prine, who 
also contracted the coronavirus 
and has since recovered, told a 
state Senate panel that allowing 
more people to cast an absentee 
ballot is critical in ensuring that 
people would remain safe and 
healthy during the 2020 election. 
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OPINION 

Is it wise to have troops police Americans? 



John Bazemore/AP 


Georgia National Guard troops prepare to enforce a 9 p.m. curfew as demonstrators 
chant Tuesday in Atlanta. The militia of the U.S. became the National Guard in 1903. 
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By Grace Mallon 

Special to The Washington Post 

O n Monday, President Donald 
Trump vowed, “we are ending 
the riots and lawlessness that has 
spread throughout our country,” 
threatening to send “thousands and thou¬ 
sands of heavily armed soldiers,” to end 
the uprisings fueled by the police killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25. 
At roughly the same time, a mix of law en¬ 
forcement agencies was using “smoke can¬ 
isters, pepper balls, riot shields, batons and 
officers on horseback to shove and chase” 
peaceful protesters so Trump could walk 
to a nearby church for a photo op (though 
the administration denied this was the 
purpose). 

Trump’s declaration jarred Americans, 
and fostered widespread condemnation 
— and confusion. U.S. troops have been 
used sparingly on American soil in recent 
history — and not at all in the past 28 years 
— and some questioned whether Trump 
legally had the authority to approve such a 
deployment. Yet, despite the lack of recent 
precedents, the blurring of lines between 
civilian policing and military action dates 
back, not to the civil rights era, nor even 
to Jim Crow, but to the very dawn of the 
American republic. The use of militaristic 
violence to contain civil disorder is a tech¬ 
nique as old as the union itself. 

America’s first police force was the mi¬ 
litia. We now associate the word “militia” 
with groups of agitators protesting against 
gun control in camouflage gear, but in the 
early years of the American republic, it had 
a different connotation. The militia was 
a volunteer civilian force made up of all 
able-bodied white male citizens between 
the ages of 18 and 45. They wore uniforms 
and met for training and inspections days, 
called “musters,” several times a year. Ac¬ 
cording to a 1792 act of Congress, they also 
had to carry “a good musket or firelock,” 
“a bayonet” and “not less than twenty-four 
cartridges” suited to their chosen gun. 

The militia’s official purpose was to 
maintain domestic law and order, and, if 
necessary, to act as a first line of defense 
against foreign invasion. It was a hybrid 
between an emergency service, a modern 
police force and a volunteer army. Newspa¬ 
per reports from the 1790s show the militia 
putting out carriage fires, and intervening 
in disputes between customers and stall¬ 
holders on market day. 

But militiamen were also called upon to 
participate in military efforts, and were 
often mixed in with U.S. Army troops dur¬ 
ing extended operations. Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania militiamen followed Gens. 
Josiah Harmar and Arthur St. Clair to the 
Ohio Valley in the early 1790s to wage war 
on Native American towns. In 1794, George 
Washington’s administration raised a force 
of more than 12,000 militiamen to suppress 
the Whiskey Rebellion, and in 1798, Secre¬ 
tary of War James McHenry used Army 
units alongside the militia to suppress an¬ 
other Pennsylvania tax revolt, known as 
Fries’ Rebellion. 

In both cases, the violence had largely 
subsided by the time the troops arrived, 
and their presence caused as many prob¬ 
lems as it solved. According to historian 
Paul Douglas Newman, both armies dis¬ 
rupted local surroundings by requisition¬ 
ing vast quantities of food and firewood, 
threatening civilians and even killing in¬ 
nocent bystanders. 

As part of their job as defenders of 
“order,” militiamen were also essential to 
the regular policing of racial hierarchies 
in the early United States. In states with 
large enslaved populations, particularly 
in the South, the most important func¬ 
tion of the local militia unit was to act as 
a slave patrol, shutting down gatherings 


of enslaved people and arresting those 
who were caught “strolling about from one 
plantation to another, without a pass from 
his or her master, mistress, or owner,” ac¬ 
cording to a 1792 Virginia law. The same 
law required militia units to report these 
“offenders” to a justice of the peace, who 
would sentence them to “any number of 
lashes, not exceeding twenty, on his or her 
bare back.” 

Together with regular troops, militia¬ 
men also took part in brutally crushing 
slave rebellions like the 1811 German 
Coast Uprising in Louisiana. 

Far from behaving as neutral enforcers 
of the law, militia units sometimes used 
moments of crisis to act out, violently, their 
own political desires. In 1798, a Federalist 
militia company in Lancaster County, Pa., 
used Fries’ Rebellion as an opportunity to 
beat up Jacob Schneider, a local Republican 
newspaper editor. The militiamen dragged 
Schneider from his home and whipped him 
in the market square of Reading, Pa., stop¬ 
ping only when forced by the arrival of a 
competing Republican militia company. 

The political unreliability of local mili¬ 
tia units troubled federal politicians in the 
1790s and 1800s. The Haitian Revolution 
and the attempt by former Vice Presi¬ 
dent Aaron Burr to foment insurrection in 
the West heightened lawmakers’ fears of 
armed rebellion, be it by enslaved African 
Americans or by white dissidents. They 
worried that militiamen lacked the disci¬ 
pline and loyalty to enforce the law in peri¬ 
ods of major crisis. 

In 1807, therefore, Congress passed the 
Insurrection Act, which authorized “the 
employment of the land and naval forces 
of the United States, in cases of insurrec¬ 
tion.” The law gave the president the power 
to use the Army and Navy to quash domes¬ 
tic unrest, legalizing the practice of mix¬ 
ing together militiamen and soldiers to put 
down revolts. 

The first civilian police forces in the 
United States were established on a munic¬ 
ipal level in the 1840s and 1850s, following 
the example of London’s Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice (established 1829). These forces were 
designed to take over responsibility for 
preventing crime and disorder from the 
militia and the army. In theory, the demili¬ 
tarization of American policing seemed to 
be complete with the Posse Comitatus Act, 
signed into law by Rutherford B. Hayes on 


June 18, 1878. Under section 15, Congress 
made it illegal “to employ any part of the 
Army of the United States ... for the pur¬ 
pose of executing the laws” without the 
“authorization by the Constitution or by an 
act of Congress.” 

This last clause constituted a very large 
loophole because Congress never repealed 
the Insurrection Act. As such, presidents 
have been able to use the U.S. military on 
dozens of occasions domestically, includ¬ 
ing by President Dwight D. Eisenhower to 
enforce a court order desegregating Little 
Rock High School in 1957, in Arkansas, 
and by President Lyndon B. Johnson dur¬ 
ing the uprisings following Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s assassination in 1968. Most re¬ 
cently, President George H.W. Bush used it 
during the Los Angeles uprising in 1992. 

While much has changed about the 
American military since the 18th and early 
19 th centuries — including its dramatic 
growth — in 2020 we still have a reserve 
militia and a separate professional mili¬ 
tary. Through a 1903 act of Congress, the 
militia of the United States was renamed 
the National Guard, which, over the course 
of the 20th century, has become far more 
efficiently militarized than the unreliable 
local companies of the 1790s. Many gov¬ 
ernors have called out the Guard in recent 
days in an attempt to restore order. 

The Insurrection Act gives Trump the 
power to deploy the U.S. military along¬ 
side the National Guard. But the question 
raised by history is not whether such a 
move would be legal — it’s whether deploy¬ 
ing the Army against the protesters would 
do more harm than good. From the sup¬ 
pression of tax revolts in western Pennsyl¬ 
vania to the crushing of slave uprisings in 
the South, the use of military force for po¬ 
licing on American soil in the early United 
States came at a heavy cost, stoking fear 
and causing death and destruction. Lead¬ 
ers must ask themselves whether they 
are willing to risk causing more harm to 
American citizens already overburdened 
with economic instability, the coronavirus 
pandemic and ongoing racist violence. 

Grace Mallon is a doctoral candidate in History 
at the University of Oxford, where she works 
on state-federal relations in the early American 
republic. 
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OPINION_ 

1st manned flight is just 1 step for SpaceX 



John Raoux/AP 


SpaceX Falcon 9, with NASA astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken in the Dragon 
crew capsule, lifts off at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Saturday. 


By Adam Minter 

Bloomberg Opinion 

T he SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule 
that’s orbiting the Earth with two 
U.S. astronauts is the picture of 
New Space Age glamour. It’s a 
sleek, stylish commercially made capsule 
that’s destined to be featured beside Italian 
sports cars in future design textbooks. Just 
don’t tell that to Elon Musk, SpaceX’s chief 
executive and chief designer. “Is a Ferrari 
more reliable than a Toyota Corolla or a 
Honda Civic?” he once asked a space jour¬ 
nalist. The answer, of course, is that the 
simpler sedans are far more reliable than 
the well-crafted sports car. So SpaceX, 
Musk made clear, was going to make 
Corollas. 

It’s a practically minded outlook for 
a company founded on the galactically 
large ambition to transform humanity into 
a multiplanetary species. But Musk and 
SpaceX implicitly understand something 
that national space programs haven’t re¬ 
ally accepted: Success in space exploration 
isn’t, ultimately, about achieving “firsts” 
like the moon landing. Rather, it’s repeat 
business that will establish moon colonies 
and Musk’s Martian city. To get that busi¬ 
ness, SpaceX has to show that national 
space programs, with their expensive, Fer- 
rari-like rockets, capsules and contractors, 
won’t get there. On Saturday, it succeeded. 

The 20th century space race wasn’t 
about the money, it was about the record 
books. The respective financial strengths 
of the U.S. and Soviet systems certainly 
played a role, but when national pride is 
at stake, performance matters more than 
costs. For decades, NASA, in particular, 
internalized that priority by adopting cost- 
plus contracts with its contractors. Under 
these arrangements, NASA agrees to pay 
the value of a project’s development costs, 
plus an associated fee (often about 10%). 
It’s an excellent system for encouraging 
contractors to invest in difficult, long-term 
projects with hazy costs. 

But if the goal is to create something that 
works repeatedly, and on-budget, cost-plus 
is a problem. After all, if a contractor’s 
fees increase during project delays, then 


that contractor lacks an incentive to con¬ 
trol costs and finish on deadline. Making 
matters more difficult, expensive govern¬ 
ment programs must meet political re¬ 
quirements that no profit-seeking business 
would ever consider. The development of 
the 1970s-era space shuttle was spread out 
over states and produced an outrageously 
expensive “reusable” rocket that took 
thousands of hours to prepare for reuse. In 
2012, Musk correctly called the shuttle “a 
Ferrari to the nth power.” 

By that point, Musk, too, was work¬ 
ing with the U.S. government. But unlike 
traditional NASA contractors such as the 
Boeing Co., he was doing it on a fixed-fee 
basis. So, rather than get paid along the 
way, SpaceX accepted a fixed fee to build 
a technology, and whatever wasn’t used in 
development could be kept as profit. 


That doesn’t mean cutting comers. NASA 
requires that SpaceX’s technology meet 
its high safety standards (often to Musk’s 
chagrin). But it does mean that SpaceX has 
a strong incentive to find ways to control 
costs while building cutting-edge technol¬ 
ogy. For example, rather than try to perfect 
a single rocket for a flawless first launch, 
SpaceX opted for iterative design, whereby 
it launched — and failed — early proto¬ 
types repeatedly, as a means to learn from 
its mistakes and speed up rocket design. 
It’s an approach that differs substantially 
from traditional aerospace companies, 
which spend years and money perfecting 
a design before flying it (the Ferrari ap¬ 
proach). Likewise, SpaceX, freed from po¬ 
litical constraints, concentrated its design 
and testing in single locations, rather than 
spread it out geographically. It’s what any 


rational for-profit manufacturer would do. 

This approach has been fruitful. The 
rocket that carried the Crew Dragon cap¬ 
sule into orbit is a Falcon 9, from a family 
of rockets developed for $390 million with 
assistance from NASA under fixed-price 
contracts. According to a 2011 NASA re¬ 
port, the cost would’ve been $1.7 billion to 
$4 billion if the same rocket had been de¬ 
veloped using traditional means. More dra¬ 
matically, the development of the Falcon 9 
has reduced the cost of a space launch by a 
factor of 20, at least. A kilogram launched 
on the space shuttle, which last flew in 
2011, cost about $54,500. A kilogram on 
the Falcon 9 runs about $2,700. 

Of course, launching humans into space 
is more difficult and expensive than launch¬ 
ing cargo. Even so, SpaceX managed to 
lap more traditional contractors. In 2011, 
NASA announced plans to build the Space 
Launch System, a massive new rocket to 
send Americans back to the moon. To save 
on costs and time, the rocket was to be built 
using engines and other components from 
the space shuttle program. Ominously, it 
was also to be built by Boeing under a cost- 
plus contract. In 2014, NASA committed to 
a November 2018 launch date at a cost of 
$9.7 billion. Then the launch dates started 
slipping, all to the benefit of Boeing. By 
March, the launch date had moved to the 
second half of 2021, with costs escalating 
to $18.3 billion. If and when it flies, each 
rocket will exceed $1 billion — more than 
three times what it cost to develop the Fal¬ 
con 9. 

For now, SpaceX’s approach is the clear 
winner, but its challenges are far from 
over. Above all, the company must dem¬ 
onstrate that its relatively inexpensive 
human-capable flights have a commercial 
market — an idea that’s far from certain. 
Similarly, the company will need to prove 
the business case for its longer-term, and 
substantially more expensive, ambitious 
exploration program. But today, at least, 
Musk’s Corolla is beating the Ferrari by 
millions of miles. 

Adam Minter is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 

He is the author of “Junkyard Planet: Travels in 
the Billion-Dollar Trash Trade” and “Secondhand: 
Travels in the New Global Garage Sale.” 


This nightmare features monsters we can identify 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

“You may choose to look the other way, 
but you can never again say that you did 
not know.” 

— William Wilberforce 

WASHINGTON 
veryone has had some version 
of this nightmare: You forget to 
study for an exam or write a paper 
that’s due in the morning — or, 
you are running from a monster in hideous 
pursuit, and you keep falling down. 

Relief comes upon waking and realiz¬ 
ing that it was all just a bad dream. You 
are long past the days of term papers and 
tests and monsters, everyone knows, aren’t 
real. 

Except when they are. We hear the words 
of Stephen King: “Monsters are real, and 
ghosts are real, too. They live inside us, 
and sometimes they win.” 

Now we wake, if we sleep at all, and the 
nightmare is real — and the monsters have 
names. 

We don’t have to second-guess what hap¬ 
pened to George Floyd. We saw the video 
and recoiled in horror. Nor do we have to 


deploy euphemisms or dodgy words like 
“apparently” or “allegedly” to recount how 
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin 
pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck for nine 
minutes, cutting off blood and oxygen as 
the prone and cuffed man begged for air 
and his life. 

Chauvin, charged with third-degree 
murder and second-degree manslaughter, 
is surely the loneliest man on the planet. 
How does he sleep at night? I try to imagine 
what he thinks about in those dark hours 
when the wolf closes in, sniffing the hol¬ 
lowness at the threshold of his cell. Does 
he replay those nine minutes trying to un¬ 
derstand why he did what he did? Does he 
even care? 

From the video, it’s easy to see that 
Chauvin not only kept his knee in place 
despite outraged pleas from onlookers; he 
pressed his full-body weight into Floyd’s 
neck. Why didn’t the other three officers 
stop this horror? What fear or evil allowed 
them to look away? Why didn’t the people 
taking video compel Chauvin or his breth¬ 
ren to stop? That’s impunity, incarnate. 

The minds of monsters are hard to read. 
They are not like us. Monsters are without 
qualms, hesitations, empathy or remorse. 
Certitude animates the beast; power feeds 


its lust for more. 

So it has been throughout history, in¬ 
cluding our own. When we say we can’t be¬ 
lieve this is happening in the United States 
of America, we ignore our past, which, the 
great writer William Faulkner reminded 
us, is “not even past.” From genocide and 
slavery to Jim Crow, lynchings and the 
bloody beatings on the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, to the breath-shunting knee to 
George Floyd’s throat — mayhem is part of 
our legacy. Eventually, the boil created by 
centuries of torture, oppression and hatred 
— and routinely ignored and explained 
away — must burst again and again. 

History suggests that both sides overplay 
weak hands, and some of that is happening 
here. We can’t let Floyd’s death be in vain, 
goes the refrain. True enough, but what 
does it mean if, as Atlanta-born rapper 
Killer Mike tearfully implored, we burn 
our own houses to the ground? The absur¬ 
dity of rioters destroying public property 
was clarified with graffiti on the Lincoln 
Memorial. 

By the same measure, President Donald 
Trump’s vow to use the military against 
U.S. citizens, if realized, will only pour 
kerosene on the flames. His awkward pose 
with a Bible in front of a church after dis¬ 


persing peaceful demonstrators with tear 
gas makes Sinclair Lewis’ Elmer Gantry 
seem like Moses. 

If I may take a moment? 

Four years ago, I wrote on election eve 
that we’d survive no matter who won. It 
wasn’t an endorsement of either candidate 
but was an exercise in optimism based on 
my faith in our institutions and our system 
of checks and balances. Trump, whom I’d 
previously described as a hot-air buffoon, 
surely wouldn’t keep his tyrannical cam¬ 
paign promises, I declaimed. 

How wrong I was. Our democratic re¬ 
public was always an experiment without 
guarantees or necessarily an expecta¬ 
tion of its success. “A Republic, if you can 
keep it,” Benjamin Franklin once quipped. 
Today, as anarchists infiltrate peaceful 
demonstrators and wreak havoc from sea- 
to-sea, the joists of our foundations are 
being tested. 

George Floyd surely never wanted to be 
a martyr. But, perhaps, he can rest in peace 
if his unjustified and unmerciful death 
prompts Americans to reflect and march 
peacefully across the Pettus Bridge of our 
collective memory to cast our ballots. The 
monsters in this nightmare are real, sure 
enough. But we know their names. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 USMC ranks 
5 IRS employee 
8 Dross 

12 Franc replacer 

13 Sound of delight 

14 Lawman Wyatt 

15 Asia’s — Sea 

16 Zodiac cat 

17 Author Ferber 

18 Elvis’ birthplace 
20 Emphatic 

agreement 

22 Pas’ mates 

23 Prof’s helpers 

24 Rhett’s last word 
27 Scarecrow 

32 Lab eggs 

33 0nassis nick¬ 
name 

34 Docs’ bloc 

35 Guitar’s kin 

38 Handle 

39 Coach 
Parseghian 

40 Wildebeest 
42 Ignite 
45 “Who cares?” 

49 Ship’s staff 

50 Submachine gun 

52 Highly-rated 

53 Mellows 

54 Went first 

55 Press 

56 Optimistic 

6-4 

QU QOGMJGPD NQB NVZRD UM 

BPU X FMZRPU MTT UEP 

BFMVOK XOK QOUM MFNQU. 

UEPFP QD OM TFPP JXVOZE. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHENEVER ACTRESS 
URSULA WOULD MOVE TO A DIFFERENT HOME, 
I GUESS THAT WAS A CHANGE OF ANDRESS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals T 


57 Author Harper 

58 Catches 
some rays 

DOWN 


24 Comic DeLuise 

25 Actress Gardner 

26 Aquatic mam¬ 
mals 

28 Part of TNT 


1 Plane reservation 29 Best seats at 

2 Mentor 


3 Snare 

4 Grave 

5 Huge 

6 “The Raven” 
writer 

7 “Hi, sailor!” 

8 Playground 
fixture 

9 Casanova 

10 “Rule, Britannia!” 
composer 

11 Transcript stats 
19 “— Boheme” 

21 JFK info 


boxing match 
301 love (Lat.) 

31 Apprehend 

36 Nodding off 

37 Klutz 

38 Persian Gulf land 

41 Rejection 

42 Cicatrix 

43 Thus 

44 Sated 

46 Circle dance 

47 Unsigned (Abbr.) 

48 Sawbucks 
51 Wye follower 
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GOLF/AUTO RACING 


IndyCar restart at Texas 
before another month off 



Tony Dejak/AP 

Jack Nicklaus, left, talks with Tiger Woods after Woods won the 
Memorial golf tournament in 2012 at the Muirfield Village Golf Club 
in Dublin, Ohio. The PGA Tour has a deal that would bring a one¬ 
time event to Muirfield Village a week before the Memorial, giving it 
tournaments in consecutive weeks. 

PGA Tour giving 
Ohio a golf DH 

A week before Memorial, Muirfield Village 
also will host event to replace John Deere 



Larry Papke/AP 

Drivers jockey for position at the start of an IndyCar race at Texas 
Motor Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas, on June 8, 2019. IndyCar is 
getting ready for an all-in-one-day season opener on the fast track 
in Texas, almost three months after drivers were set to roll on the 
streets of St. Petersburg, Fla. The pandemic-delayed season is now 
set to open Saturday. 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated. Press 

The course Jack Nicklaus 
built is getting golf’s version of a 
doubleheader. 

The PGA Tour has reached an 
agreement with Workday Inc. 
to be title sponsor of a one-time 
tournament at Muirfield Vil¬ 
lage Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio. 
It would fill a gap in the schedule 
created by the cancellation of the 
John Deere Classic. 

The John Deere is to return to 
the schedule in 2021. 

In a memo sent Tuesday after¬ 
noon to players, the tour said the 
new event would be July 9-12 and 
held without spectators. The fol¬ 
lowing week is the Memorial at 
Muirfield Village, with spectators 
still a possibility. 

The name of the tournament 
was not mentioned, along with 
other details such as the size of 
the purse. 

But it said the field for the first 
event would be 156 players, al¬ 
lowing the Memorial to return to 
its elite status as an invitational 
with a 120-man field. 

Workday, a financial manage¬ 
ment company based in Pleasan¬ 
ton, Calif., already has a presence 
in golf through player endorse¬ 
ments with Phil Mickelson, Davis 
Love III, Matt Kuchar, Brandt 
Snedeker and Matt Fitzpatrick. It 
also has contracts with Stanford 
alum Casey Danielson and Lau¬ 
ren Kim in women’s golf. 

Still to be determined is what 
role Nicklaus would play in the 
first event. He is the tournament 
host of the Memorial, which dates 
to 1976 and has become one of the 
premier events on the PGA Tour 
schedule. Tiger Woods holds the 


record with five victories at Muir¬ 
field Village. Patrick Cantlay is 
the defending champion. 

Muirfield Village also has host¬ 
ed a Ryder Cup (1987), Solheim 
Cup (1998) and Presidents Cup 
(2013). The club is confident the 
course can hold up to two tourna¬ 
ments in two weeks. 

It also allows the PGA Tour 
to stay in its “bubble” during a 
return from the COVID-19 pan¬ 
demic. The tour is to resume next 
week at Colonial in Fort Worth, 
Texas, with no spectators or hos¬ 
pitality on the course at least for 
five weeks through the Workday 
event. Players are encouraged 
to stay in designated hotels, and 
charter flights are available. 

In this case, most can choose 
to stay in the same city for two 
weeks. It allows CBS Sports and 
the tour’s ShotLink operation to 
remain in place. And tournament 
officials believe having a tourna¬ 
ment with no fans might make it 
easier to hold the Memorial with 
spectators, depending on state 
and city regulations regarding 
the coronavirus. 

Woods would likely play the 
Memorial, a tournament he has 
missed only six times since 1997 
due mainly to injury. To be deter¬ 
mined is whether he would play 
two straight weeks, which he tries 
to avoid for the maintenance of a 
back that has gone through four 
surgeries. 

The John Deere Classic in Sil- 
vis, Ill., decided last week to can¬ 
cel for the year, partly because 
of the financial setback from not 
having the pro-am, and exhaust¬ 
ed resources without gatherings 
of more than 50 people allowed in 
Illinois. 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Scott 
Dixon, Alexander Rossi and the 
rest of the IndyCar drivers were 
in sunny Florida around spring 
break ready to start the season. 

“We geared up, we had the 
offseason, we had done all the 
preseason testing ... you kind of 
had all that pent-up tension to get 
going,” five-time IndyCar cham¬ 
pion Dixon said this week. 

Nearly three months later, they 
are finally set to run their first 
competitive laps of the season. 
Then they will wait another four 
weeks to race again. 

“It’s all not gone according to 
plan by any stretch of the imagi¬ 
nation. I don’t think anyone saw 
this coming and really no one 
had a contingency plan for it, be¬ 
cause why would you?” Rossi said 
Tuesday. “But ultimately I think 
the series has done everything 
right so far, and it’s an impossible 
situation.” 

Instead of the streets of St. 
Pete, the pandemic-delayed sea¬ 
son will get started at the fast 
lVi-mile track in Texas with an 
all-in-one-day opener. Practice, 
qualifying and the 200-lap race 
will be held Saturday, the same 
day that IndyCar has chartered 
planes to carry teams back and 
forth between Indianapolis and 
Texas Motor Speedway. 

“I think the new normal is noth¬ 
ing is normal. Going forward, 
we’re trying to make it as normal 
as we can,” IndyCar president 
Jay Frye said. 

“It’s going to be a new world 
for us racing here. Showing up 
for a one-day show, different than 
what we used to do at Texas,” said 
Josef Newgarden, who won there 
last June. “This sort of lag time 
between some events is very dif¬ 
ferent. Haven’t been in the car in 
three months, now kind of getting 
to Texas.... We’ve got to make the 
most of it.” 

IndyCar will have some time 
to evaluate things after Texas. 
There will be nearly a month be- 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Formula One 
races won’t be canceled if a driv¬ 
er tests positive for the coronavi¬ 
rus or if a team withdraws, CEO 
Chase Carey says. 

FI wants to avoid a repeat of 
the season opener in Australia in 
March, which was canceled when 
the McLaren team withdrew after 
a staff member tested positive for 
the virus. The season is now set to 
start with two races in Austria on 
July 5 and 12. 

“A team not being able to race 
wouldn’t cancel the race. I don’t 
think I could sit here and lay out 
the consequences. But we will 
have a procedure in place that 
finding infection will not lead to 
a cancellation,” Carey said on the 


fore the next race July 4 at India¬ 
napolis, on the road course and 
not the Indy 500 that will now be 
run Aug. 23. 

Tony Kanaan said drivers got 
a 35-page guideline from Indy¬ 
Car on what to expect in Texas, 
including health screenings and 
social distancing protocols at the 
track. 

The road course race in In¬ 
dianapolis will be the first of five 
IndyCar races in a 15-day period 
in July, including doubleheader 
weekends at Road America in 
Wisconsin and in Iowa. 

“Definitely nothing is normal 
right now,” Dixon said. “For us, I 
think to even have the opportuni¬ 
ty to get back racing is amazing. 
A lot of us have been waiting for 
this week, race week.“ 

Everybody with IndyCar was 
already in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
preparing to run the scheduled 
March 15 season opener without 
spectators before the escalating 
pandemic forced the postpone¬ 
ment of that race. St. Pete will 
now host the season finale Oct. 
25. 

Races at Long Beach, Calif., 


FI website Tuesday. “If a driver 
has an infection, (teams have) re¬ 
serve drivers available.” 

FI teams have a tougher time 
returning to competition than 
teams in many other sports be¬ 
cause of the dozens of people who 
usually travel to a race and the 
regular international journeys 
involved. 

Carey said team members will 
be tested for the coronavirus be¬ 
fore they depart for a race and 
then every two days. Teams will 
live in a “bubble” system, likely 
with “sub bubbles” to keep people 
apart if they do different jobs, he 
added. 

“Clearly we recognize our 
sport is one which at times, we 
can’t have two meters between 
every individual on a team,” he 


Barber Motorsports Park in 
Alabama and the Circuit of the 
Americas in Austin, Texas, were 
canceled. A planned doublehead¬ 
er at Detroit, which would have 
been the week before Texas, was 
canceled a month ago after the 
Indy 500 had already been post¬ 
poned until August. 

Newgarden said IndyCar of¬ 
ficials have done a great job of 
trying to analyze and figure out 
the best way to get back on track. 
While disappointed that the 
stands will be empty, he feels like 
the series is being smart and safe 
in its return. 

“Once we kind of moved on 
from St. Pete, it became clear that 
this was a much bigger thing than 
just us and IndyCar racing and 
sports in general, and there was 
something that everyone needed 
to take some time away and kind 
of reset,” said Rossi, the runner- 
up in Texas last summer. 

“It’s given me a huge amount 
of appreciation for what we get to 
do every week,” he said. “We’re 
going to get to go there and do 
what we love and go back to work, 
but it’s going to be very surreal.” 


said. “When a car pulls into a 
pit and has to change four tires, 
there won’t be two meters be¬ 
tween every individual. We need 
to make sure we have procedures 
to manage all those risks as soon 
as possible.” 

The Red Bull Ring in Spielberg 
will host races on July 5 and 12, 
governing body FIA said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

The next race will be in Hun¬ 
gary on July 19 followed by con¬ 
secutive races at the British GP at 
Silverstone on Aug. 2 and 9 after 
the British government exempted 
elite sports from an upcoming 
quarantine on foreign visitors. 

Further races are scheduled 
for Spain on Aug. 16 and Belgium 
on Aug. 30, with Italy completing 
the European swing on Sept. 6. 


FI won’t pit if driver tests positive 
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BASKETBALL _ 

AP source: NBA 
presents players 
with restart plan 



Alise Amendola/AP 


Boston Celtics coach Brad Stevens speaks during a news conference in Boston. Stevens says he 
supports the decisions of several of his players, including Jaylen Brown, Marcus Smart and Enes Kanter, 
who have taken part in recent protests following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 

Celtics’ Stevens: Empathy more 
important now than basketball 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated. Press 

The NBA has told the National 
Basketball Players Association 
that it will present a 22-team plan 
for restarting the season to the 
league’s board of governors on 
Thursday, a person with knowl¬ 
edge of the situation said. 

The teams that will be going to 
the ESPN Wide World Of Sports 
complex on the Disney campus 
near Orlando, Fla. would play 
eight games to determine playoff 
seeding starting around July 31 
before the postseason begins, ac¬ 
cording to the person who spoke 
to The Associated Press on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity on Wednesday 
because the league has not re¬ 
leased its proposal publicly. 

The plan, if approved, would 
have 13 Western Conference 
teams and nine Eastern Confer¬ 
ence teams going to Disney and 
the cutoff being that teams must 
be within six games of a playoff 
spot at this point. Playoffs would 
start in August, and the NBA Fi¬ 
nals will likely stretch into Octo¬ 
ber, the person said. 

The Milwaukee Bucks, Los 
Angeles Lakers, Toronto Raptors 
and Boston Celtics already have 
clinched playoff spots — and, if 
only eight games are left, that 
would mean the Miami Heat, In¬ 
diana Pacers, Philadelphia 76ers, 
Los Angeles Clippers, Denver 
Nuggets, Utah Jazz, Oklahoma 
City Thunder and Houston Rock¬ 
ets would theoretically have 
clinched spots as well. 

The Dallas Mavericks would be 
virtually assured of clinching a 
West spot, holding a seven-game 
lead over eighth-place Memphis. 
So that would mean the Grizzlies, 
Portland, New Orleans, Sacra¬ 
mento, San Antonio and Phoenix 
all would be in the running for 
the No. 8 seed out West. In the 
East, Washington is six games 
behind No. 7 Brooklyn and 5Vz 
games behind No. 8 Orlando — so 
within range of triggering a play- 
in series. 

For a play-in series to happen 
to determine the No. 8 seed on 
either playoff bracket, the ninth- 
place team would have to be with¬ 
in four games of eighth place. If a 
play-in series occurs, it would ba¬ 
sically be a best-of-two — where 
the No. 9 seed would have to win 
two head-to-head matchups to 
take over the No. 8 spot. 

There would also be some jos¬ 
tling for playoff positioning hap¬ 
pening in the eight-game restart. 
In the East, Toronto and Boston 
are separated by three games for 
the No. 2 spot and Miami, Indiana 
and Philadelphia are separated 
by two games for the No. 4 spot. 
Out West, the Clippers, Denver, 


By the numbers 


22 

Teams in the league’s 
restart beginning around 
July 31 in Lake Buena 
Vista, Fla., under a 
proposed NBA plan. 

8 

13 Western Conference 
teams and 9 Eastern 
Conference teams would 
play eight games to 
determine playoff seeding. 

8 

Teams not invited to 
the playoffs under the 
plan: Charlotte; Chicago; 
Atlanta; Detroit; New York; 
Cleveland; Minnesota; and 
Golden State 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

Utah, Oklahoma City and Hous¬ 
ton are all within four games of 
one another in the race for the No. 
2 seed on that bracket. 

There are still some elements 
of the restart plan that could be 
changed, and other matters are 
still being negotiated — such 
as how much of a percentage of 
their salaries that players will 
lose because some regular-sea¬ 
son games will be canceled. If 
15% of the regular season is not 
played, which would be the cur¬ 
rent estimate based on the pro¬ 
posal, players would have to give 
up roughly $610 million in salary 
this season. 

It’s also unclear what will hap¬ 
pen to the eight teams that would 
not be vying for a postseason 
berth under the proposed format 
— Charlotte, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Detroit, New York, Cleveland, 
Minnesota and Golden State. If 
the 2020-21 NBA season doesn’t 
start until December at the ear¬ 
liest, those teams could go about 
nine months without playing 
games and some have concerns 
over what that will mean for play¬ 
er development. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Celtics coach Brad 
Stevens said he believes the best 
way he can be helpful to his play¬ 
ers right now is by listening to 
them. 

Boston players including Jay¬ 
len Brown, Marcus Smart, Enes 
Kanter and Vincent Poirier have 
been among several NBA players 
to participate in recent protests 
following the death of George 
Floyd, a black man who died in 
Minneapolis last month after 
a white police officer pressed 
his knee into Floyd’s neck as he 
begged for air. 

Demonstrations have taken 
place in cities around the coun¬ 
try in response to the incident, 
which was captured in a widely 
seen video that has mobilized 
protesters. A medical examiner 


ruled Monday that Floyd’s heart 
stopped as police restrained him 
and compressed his neck. 

It all prompted Stevens to write 
a letter to his players over the 
weekend in which he expressed 
his support for them. 

“I think the thing that I wanted 
them to know is that every decent 
person is hurting,” Stevens said 
in a conference call with report¬ 
ers Tuesday. “Every decent per¬ 
son feels the pain of the African 
American community. But I also 
don’t want to pretend like I know 
the exact, distinct pain. So what I 
wanted them to know is that I’m 
with them.” 

The Celtics were among sev¬ 
eral professional sports teams to 
issue statements in the aftermath 
of Floyd’s death, saying in part 
that it and other similar incidents 
“have left the entire Celtics orga¬ 


nization struggling with grief and 
anger.” 

The resulting national dialogue 
has reminded Stevens of the dis¬ 
cussions he had with players prior 
to the 2016-17 season during the 
height of Colin Kaepernick’s pro¬ 
tests when he took a knee during 
the national anthem prior to NFL 
games to protest police brutal¬ 
ity. Stevens said those protests 
prompted players to share their 
own experiences with racial pro¬ 
filing and discrimination. 

Brown, who grew up outside 
of Atlanta, drove 15 hours from 
Boston to lead a march in Atlanta 
on Sunday. 

It’s the kind of action Stevens 
has come to expect from the 
23-year-old. 

“I’m not surprised with him 
taking a leadership role,” Stevens 
said. “That’s who he is.” 


WNBA has 2 options for central location 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two people familiar with the situ¬ 
ation say the WNBA plans to hold games at just one 
location if there is a season this year and that the 
MGM Resorts in Las Vegas and the IMG Academy 
in Florida are the top candidates. 

There is still no date when the 2020 season will 
tip off. 

The people spoke on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the possible locations haven’t been publicly 
announced. WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert 
said last month that the league was considering a 
handful of scenarios that included playing at one or 
two sites. 

Details of the logistics of how the league and its 
12 teams would operate at either location remain 
unclear. 

Engelbert said again on Tuesday that the league 
has talked about a number of options, but declined 
to confirm whether IMG Academy or MGM topped 


the list of possible destinations. 

“We’re looking at the pros and cons of a number of 
different locations,” Engelbert said. 

The commissioner reiterated that health and safe¬ 
ty of the players and teams was a top priority. 

The league postponed the start of its season in 
April because of the coronavirus pandemic. The 
WNBA was supposed to begin play on May 15. 

If the league goes with MGM Resorts it would 
have a few options of where the games could be held, 
but one would likely be ruled out: Mandalay Bay. 
That is the home court of the Las Vegas Aces, who 
are owned by MGM Resorts. The league wouldn’t 
want to give the Aces even more of a competitive 
advantage. 

IMG Academy is in Bradenton, Fla. — about 100 
miles from Disney World near Orlando where the 
NBA is negotiating to restart its season in July. 

The commissioner did confirm one of many top¬ 
ics of discussion with the union: Players were paid 
Monday and will receive another check in a couple 
of weeks. 
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NFL 


Analysis 


Pressure will force league to play games 



Ted Shaffrey/AP 


An empty MetLife Stadium is shown on April 6 in East Rutherford, N J. As contingency plans are made for playing in empty 
stadiums, or pushing back the schedule, rest assured the NFL has no plans to not play. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

C all it support. Call it pressure. 
However you describe it, the NFL 
is going to get it regarding playing 
games on schedule. 

And barring a setback in the reopening 
of America during the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, the show will go on. 

Wisely, the NFL has taken baby steps to¬ 
ward some sort of normalcy. It has moved 
slowly in allowing 
a small number of 
team personnel to 
return to club facili¬ 
ties. It essentially has 
barred travel by team 
and league person¬ 
nel, while able to re¬ 
motely conduct the 
business of the sport: 
free agency, the draft, 
Vincent owners meetings. 

Conducting off¬ 
season workout pro¬ 
grams virtually isn’t ideal, but it’s been 
worthwhile. 

The NFL’s medical staff, in conjunction 
with health officials across the nation, has 
taken a safety-first approach that, so far, 
has served the league well. 

“I think the basis of it is medical and what 
the medical community is telling us,” says 
Troy Vincent, the league’s executive vice 
president of football operations. “We’ve got 
to get this right. And we are coming out of 
phase one and going into phase two, and 
we have to show the general public and the 
players that our protocols and our proce¬ 
dures, we can’t miss, we can’t fail. 

“We are really taking a responsible ap¬ 
proach on a daily basis; it is changing daily. 
I would say that was the route of why the 
pause, because we are still learning, and 
we must get it right.” 

But the big questions are coming. From 
broadcast partners. From municipal gov¬ 
ernments and even higher. From sponsors. 
From players. From fans. 

And yes, from within, particularly from 
some owners who, like it or not, are bot¬ 
tom-line guys. 

As contingency plans are made for play¬ 
ing in empty stadiums, or pushing back the 
schedule — and the Super Bowl, perhaps 


even beyond February—or even for games 
at neutral sites, rest assured the NFL has 
no plans to not play. 

Major League Baseball’s season and 
staging the Stanley Cup playoffs remain 
uncertain endeavors, mired in either mon¬ 
etary discontent or logistical morasses. At 
least the NFL has had time on its side so 
far, but a Sept. 10 launch for the regular 
season isn’t that far away. 

The television networks couldn’t be 
more invested in getting pro football onto 
their airwaves. 

Live sports programming is now being 
looked at almost as essential rather than 
simply as entertainment. That’s where the 
NFL is king — and nothing else in sports 
comes close. 

Same thing on local levels, where team 
radio deals are particularly lucrative, and 


advertisers reach a segmented audience 
they covet. 

With much of the nation reopening busi¬ 
nesses that benefit from the NFL playing 
in their communities, there will be in¬ 
creasing anxiety in those municipalities 
that those games occur. 

Even if fans are barred or limited in sta¬ 
diums, sports bars and restaurants that 
cater to the fans could be open, hopefully 
obeying social distancing protocols. 

Those fans, and particularly the ones 
who engage in fantasy football or bet di¬ 
rectly on games, figure to be the most sup¬ 
portive group of all to have the NFL stick to 
its plans as much as reasonably possible. 

While players must insist on the healthi¬ 
est environment for a return to practicing 
and, eventually, to playing, it’s difficult 
to believe a vast majority of them even 


consider the possibility of no 2020 sea¬ 
son. NFL careers are shorter than in any 
other team sport, and spending basically 
20 months away from on-field action for so 
many could be devastating. 

Not to mention the quality of football 
we’d be watching after such a hiatus. 

Naturally, nobody is saying the NFL 
should put on blinders and proceed indis¬ 
criminately on schedule, something Vin¬ 
cent and his boss, Commissioner Roger 
Goodell, have made clear won’t happen. 

Again, the league has the benefit of 
the calendar — and the popularity of the 
league that would allow it to stretch games 
into next spring without a substantial loss 
of audience or attention. 

Make no mistake, though. Call it support 
or call it pressure, it’s coming for Ameri¬ 
ca’s No. 1 sport. 



Vincent 



David Zalubowski/AP 


49ers wide receiver Kendrick Bourne, left, jokes with middle 
linebacker Kwon Alexander on Aug. 16 during a combined training 
camp with the Broncos in Englewood, Colo. 


Home: Raiders’ move to Vegas complicated 


FROM BACK PAGE 

The Cowboys and Steelers are 
scheduled for the Hall of Fame 
game in Canton, Ohio, on Aug. 6 
and will be the first two teams to 
report in late July. Dallas usually 
trains in Oxnard, Calif., and Pitts¬ 
burgh in nearby Latrobe, Pa. 

The Cowboys have never held 
their entire preseason at home. 
The Steelers have trained at St. 
Vincent College in Latrobe for 
more than a half-century. 

The league has canceled all 
in-person workouts at team fa¬ 
cilities, which only in the past 
two weeks have begun opening 
on a limited basis. No coaches 
nor players other than those un¬ 
dergoing medical treatment and 
rehabilitation have been allowed 
in those facilities. 

Soon, the NFL is hopeful of 


having club complexes fully open, 
but under strict medical guide¬ 
lines including social distancing 
protocols. 

One team in something of a 
limbo: the Raiders. Their move 
to Las Vegas has been compli¬ 
cated by the pandemic, of course. 
They had been working out of 
their Oakland-area complex in 
Alameda, and had been planning 
to hold training camp as usual in 
Napa, about one hour north of the 
Bay Area. But they could decide 
to move it to their new facility in 
Henderson, Nev. 

The Bills have gone to St. John 
Fisher College outside of Roch¬ 
ester, N.Y., since 2000, though 
they have decreased the time 
they’ve spent away for camp in 
recent years under coach Sean 
McDermott. 

The Bills have expanded prac¬ 


tice facilities at and around their 
headquarters, and last year un¬ 
veiled a new training facility/ 
weight room featuring state-of- 
the-art equipment and costing 
about $18 million as an addition 
to their headquarters. 

Carolina has spent all 25 pre¬ 
vious training camps at Wofford 
College in Spartanburg, S.C., 
about 90 minutes from Charlotte. 
Wofford was former owner Jerry 
Richardson’s alma mater. 

One team that usually traveled 
for training camp, the Bears, pre¬ 
viously announced they would 
not be going to Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbonnais, Ill., 
where they spent the past 18 
years. 

AP pro football writers Schuyler Dixon 
and Josh Dubow, and sports writ¬ 
ers Steve Reed and John Wawrow 
contributed. 
















Thursday, June 4,2020 


Stars and Stripes 


wmmmwm 


Page 39 





HIGH SCHOOL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Naples’ Roxanne Sasse, right, was named DODEA Europe’s female 
Athlete of the Year for the 2019-20 school year. 


Sasse, Dotson, Matthews 
are DODEA Europe AOY 


Briefly 


MLS, players reach deal, 
resume with tournament 


Major League Soccer and 
its players’ union reached an 
agreement that allows play to 
resume with a summer tourna¬ 
ment in Florida following the 
break caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The deal was announced by 
the Mqjor League Soccer Play¬ 
ers Association early Wednesday 
following tense talks that led to 
some players skipping voluntary 
workouts and the league threat¬ 
ening a lockout. 

MLS and the union agreed Feb. 
6 to a five-year labor contract, 
but the deal had not been ratified 
when the season was stopped on 
March 12 after only two matches 
had been played by each team. 

The deal was announced after 
the killing of George Floyd set 
off sometimes violent demonstra¬ 
tions across the U.S. over police 
brutality and injustice against 
African Americans. 

“There are problems we face 
collectively that are both more 
urgent, and more important, than 
competing on the field.,” the union 
said in a statement. “We hope our 
return to the field will allow fans 
a momentary release and a sem¬ 
blance of normalcy.” 

The revised CBA, a six-year 
deal through 2025, includes 
across-the-board pay cuts and 
reduced bonuses. The union said 
players had ratified the deal. 

Details of the Florida tourna¬ 
ment were still being finalized.. 
The league’s 26 teams and limited 
staff would be based in the Orlan¬ 
do area and matches played with¬ 
out fans at ESPN’s Wide World of 
Sports Complex at Disney World. 

MLS and the union had been 
negotiating cuts, and some teams 
had said they were resuming 
small voluntary group training 
sessions outdoors. Players from 
Atlanta, Miami, Minnesota and 
Vancouver did not report to vol¬ 
untary training Monday. 

Yomiuri Giants call off 
practice game 

TOKYO—The Yomiuri Giants, 
Japan’s most famous baseball 
team, called off a preseason game 
on Wednesday with reports that at 
least one player may have tested 
positive for the coronavirus. 

Japan hopes to open its delayed 
baseball season on June 19 in 
empty stadiums. But this news 
puts the 12-team league in jeop¬ 
ardy of being able to start. 

A Giants spokesman confirmed 
the Wednesday game with the 
Seibu Lions was called off but 
declined to give any information 
about positive tests. 

Japanese media reported that 
a Giants’ player was believed to 
have contacted COVID-19 but did 
not offer sources. Japanese tele¬ 


Rick Osentoski/AP 

Bowling Green’s Neil Lambert bats during the team’s game against 
Kent Sate in Bowling Green, Ohio, on May 10. Bowling Green 
recently announced that it is dropping baseball because of a $2 
million athletic budget shortfall due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
However, the school announced on Tuesday that a fundraising effort 
led by former BGSU players and donors brought in enough money 
to save the program. 


vision NHK said more than one 
player was believed to have tested 
positive and the Ashai newspaper 
said it was two. 

The Hanshin Tigers reported 
at least one player testing posi¬ 
tive several months ago. Sports 
in Japan have been suspended for 
more than two months because of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

J-League’s Kanazaki 
tests positive for virus 

TOKYO — Nagoya Grampus 
forward Mu Kanazaki has tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Japan’s Kyodo news agency 
first reported the findings and 
cited Japan’s soccer J-League. 

The J-League announced last 
week that the season can resume 
for first-division teams on July 4 
after being suspended for more 
than two months because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
teams have already begun to 
practice and prepare for league 
games that will be played in 
empty stadiums. 

Kanazaki underwent a test on 
Monday and the positive result 
was confirmed a day later. He is 
reported to be receiving treat¬ 
ment in a local hospital. There 
were no immediate reports on his 
condition. 

Top-flight soccer leagues have 
already resumed in Germany 
and South Korea after global 


sports were shuttered during the 
pandemic. 

Bowling Green baseball 
saved by donors 

CLEVELAND — Thrown out, 
Bowling Green baseball is now 
safe. 

The school said Tuesday it 
is immediately reinstating its 
baseball program, which had 
been dropped last month due to 
financial hardships caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Bowl¬ 
ing Green was facing a $2 mil¬ 
lion athletic budget shortfall due 
to the coronavirus outbreak, and 
baseball was cut in hopes of sav¬ 
ing other sports from a similar 
fate. 

However, soon after the school’s 
announcement, a fundraising ef¬ 
fort led by former BGSU players 
and donors brought in enough 
money to save a program that 
produced former Dodgers and 
Indians All-Star pitcher Orel 
Hershiser. 

“In just days, our passionate 
baseball alumni and donors have 
committed $1.5 million over the 
next three years,” the school said 
in a statement provided by ath¬ 
letic spokesman Jason Knavel. 
“During this time, the university, 
in partnership with a select group 
of baseball alumni, will pursue a 
long-term funding solution to sus¬ 
tain and support the program.” 


Stars and Stripes 

A trio of basketball stars have 
claimed DODEA Europe’s 2019- 
20 Athlete of the Year honors. 

Naples junior Roxanne Sasse 
was selected as the organization’s 
female Athlete of the Year, while 
seniors Tre Dotson of Kaiser¬ 
slautern and Jonas Matthews of 
Vilseck were named as male co- 
Athletes of the Year. 

Sasse led the Wildcats to the 
Division II European girls bas¬ 
ketball championship and earned 
Tournament MVP honors, a spot 
on the All-Europe first team and 
the 2019-20 Stars and Stripes 
girls basketball Athlete of the 
Year award. In the fall, Sasse was 
an All-Tournament performer on 
Naples’ European runner-up vol- 


Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 

Jonas Matthews of Vilseck was 
named DODEA Europe male co- 
Athlete of the Year. 


leyball squad. 

Dotson earned first-team All- 
Europe and All-Tournament 
honors in leading the Raiders to 
a semifinal berth in the Division 
I European boys basketball tour¬ 
nament. The senior was an All- 
Europe selection in football in the 
fall. 

Matthews manned the post for 
Vilseck’s breakout Division I boys 
basketball championship team, 
earning the Tournament MVP 
award and first-team All-Europe 
honors in the process. He was also 
an All-Conference defensive star 
on the Falcons’ football team. 

The 2019-20 DODEA Europe 
school year included only the fall 
and winter seasons; the spring 
season was canceled in March 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 


Brian FERGUsoN/Stars and Stripes 

Kaiserslautern’s Tre Dotson was 
named DODEA Europe’s male 
co-Athlete of the Year. 
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Michael Owen Baker, above, and Gene J. Puskar, left/AP 

Above: Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott rolls out during training camp in Oxnard, Calif., on July 29. 
Left: Steelers linebacker James Harrison, left, talks with head coach Mike Tomlin during training camp 
the same day in Latrobe, Pa. The Cowboys and Steelers will meet in the Hall of Fame game on Aug. 6. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 


All 32 NFL teams have been told by Commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell to hold training camps at 
their home facilities this summer because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Most NFL teams stay at their training complexes 
year-round, but Dallas, Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Buf¬ 
falo, Indianapolis, Carolina, Washing¬ 
ton and the Los Angeles Rams are 
among those that stage portions of 
training camp elsewhere. 

“The league’s decision was made 
based on the medical assessment of 
current risk factors and in consider¬ 
ation for the health and safety of play¬ 
ers and football staffs,” the Colts said 
in a release. 

Goodell also ordered no joint prac¬ 
tices for teams, something that had 
become increasingly popular in recent 
Roger Goodell summers. 

Commissioner in “We believe that each of these steps 
a m i, m o° 9 s t entt0 wil1 enhance our ability to protect the 
a earns health anc j sa f et y 0 f pi aye rs and your 

football staffs and are consistent with a sound ap¬ 
proach to risk management in the current environ¬ 
ment,” Goodell said in the memo sent to teams. 


These 
steps will 
enhance 
our ability 
to protect 
the health 
and safety 
of players 
and your 
football 
staffs. * 
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Stay home 


League: Teams must hold 
camp at their own facilities 
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